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derſtood, hath always been of ED 
great welght and bebe to g0- 
vernments, and nations, 1 we may 1 
venture to affitm that within the laſt | wy 
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ons in we places of the world than 
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x 73 the debe 9238 oke every nation in 
: Europe is virtually, and really reduced 


to one, in ſo far as not recruited by 


_— this meer atttaction of gold nd ſilver, 
os within this laſtrwo hundred years,than/ 
WE” 1h all the hs and ane 


freſh ſupplys atleaſt of ſeyen from thoſe 
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By this: negative or comparative kind 


| ; | of deſtruction, it is, that we ſee the nor- 


thern and ſeveral. other nations of 


iii * . 


58 Chriſtendom waſted and conſumed i in 


» ik . 


* 


proportio! non to their diſtance; from, or, 


want of. ace eſs to this fountain head; 
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time. ſo that princes and ſtates, are not 
now as formerly only obliged to pro- 
vantage, but even in their defenee, net 
only for their n but alls 5 ne- 

m 5 | 


This 8 felt mak Pe” its 5 2 | 


Lars of the effects of this negative or 


comparative kind of deſtruction, but 


for ſo far as we can at preſent learn, 


inſtead of increaſing in proportion to 
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DCC Bly ſince the removal of the ſeat - 


3 r f its neighbours, altho the de | 
| nominations may be ſomewhat-advan- 
ced, it bath ſince that time really loſt 
above à third part of its people, and n no 
45 leſs than ſixteen in thirty of its other 


vuoalue about a hundred years ago, the 


annual medium whereof, may have 
been above 150,000 pound ſterling of 
the preſent denomination, and above 
three thouſand people yearly, a great 
part of which dead loſs hath. been 


drawn to, and centred in England, as. 


= mic ſeat of our government. 


Into this condition hath this nation 


| 5 : 3 brought, by this looſe and 1 irre- | 
i gaular tye of the union of the crowns, 4 
a ſtate wherein we are not conſidered as 
1 ſubjects, nor allies, nor friends, nor e- 


nemies, but all of them, only when 


1 +8 el how, and how long our taſk- 
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maſters pleaſe; to this we have beer 8 5 I 
brought by that ignis fatuus, the gay- } 
ety and ſplendor of a court, by the in- 
fatuation whereof the laſt generation, = 
like intoxicated fiſhes and birds in a 
maze, were not only brought tobe ſick, _ 
buteven to be, in love with their dif- LL 
| 2 5 


But however they nk or we may 


TE ſtill taken with it, this is the diſtem-. 
per whereof our late treatments are ſo 
far from being cauſes in themſelves, 
that they were only effects and ſymp- 1 
toms of this, the which violent ſymp- 1 
toms, how uneaſy ſoever to the pati- 


ent for thetime, yet have had this of ad- 


vantage above others, that they have 
in ſome meaſureawakened and brought 
this nation to a ſenſe of its diſeaſe. and 


it muſt needs be confeſt that conſider. 
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5 they have 9 Dy a 1 
ful and diſreſpectful uſage they have 
met with, for near an age together, 
= _- ſhould never be able to'bring them to 
any tolerable ſenſe of their condition, 
till now at laſt their taſk-maſters came 
ſo very much to exceed thoſe of Pha- 
nach, who altho' indeed they would 
not allow the Iſraelites ſtraw for the 
lþ making of their bricks, yet do we not 
= hcar that ever they . their 
= gichering of tubes #n0p 
| But it is hoped this extremity will. 
no produce another, by proving the 
happy occaſion of convincing them, as 
OO wellasus, of the injuſtice and inequa- Il. 
ütty of our treatment, and how prejudi- It 
OO cial it hath been, not only to the one, 
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ſhip, as may be capable of regaining _ 2 
in the next age, what hath been lat, 2 1 
by the miſunderſtandings of Wa 
In the mean time, the —_ : 
propoſals or ſcheme, for the future 
ordering and regulating the home and 
foreign trade and for ee 
Indian and African company, is offer- 
ed, that thereby this kingdom, upon its 
own fund and bottom, may be put in a 
hopeful way of regaining its loſſes by 
the union of the crowns, or at-leaſt of 


bearing ſomewhat better up, againſt 


theſe two conſuming evils, the attraQti- 
tion of our court, if not in a foreign, at 
leaſt in another country ; ; and that of | 
the Indian mines. 4 28801 
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deavoured to offer nothing, that hath || t 
not firſt been ſeriouſly and cautiouſly || 
weighed, conſidered and compared 
With the practice as well as the reaſon, || ! 
there being none of the things hereby || © 
propoſed, but what, or at leaſt ſome- ||| « 
thing equivalent, have been, and are at 
this day practiſed with good ſucceſs in 
one or other of the trading nations of 
Europe, as can be made appear, when 
there ſhall be occaſion. but altho' the 
propoſals and ſcheme be deſigned to 
be comprehenſive for the trade and 
induſtry of this kingdom, and have 
been tolerably weighed and digeſted, || © 
yet the fame time hath not ſufficiently I * 
permitted to inlarge upon the reaſons ||| | 
and obſervations, but a little more 
time may poſſibly produce another edi- 
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tion with the addition of further ob- 


ſervations and reaſons. 
And as what is here preſented, hath 


not been meerly written for ſpeculation 


or with a deſign either to pleaſe or 
diſpleaſe for the preſent, but rather for 


buſineſs or future practice, it is expected 


that the reader who thinks himſelf any 
way concerned, will not enter upon 


the whole or any part, with prejudice 
or prepoſſeſſions, but will carefully and 
induſtriouſiy read and compare the parts 

with one another, and with the whole, 


will conſider the weight and conſe- 
quence of the things, and be as willing 
and induſtrious in finding out equiva- 


lents, and expedients, as to make ob- 


jections, ſince he may aſſure himſelf, 
that if leſs than what is her inſiſted on, 


could have been thought ſufficient, to 
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tion: ard the natute of the choice, o- 
ſeven or nine are Toon to be 
noſt convenient numbers, for ſuch 


eties be inder very convenient to keep 
i ballance, and for: an-awe and deco- 
to the executi e power, yet are 
they by no means fit for it themſelves; 
as being always, too __ at 

t form management. 

And the main hazard in an 21 
of this nature, always has been and 
ever will be, of a raſh, raw, giddy and 

IS direction, and of loſſes, em- 
and neglects, for which 
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few will be the better, altho many may 


be the worſe, things in which it will 
not be eaſy to make rules, and much 
harder to cauſe them to he obſerved. 


Wilful fraud or apparent breach 


of truſt, will not only be far more ea- 
ſily brought to account, but much har- 
der to be committed, ſince beſides that 
the men may juſtly be ſuppoſed ſuch, 


as will be known and reſponſible, their 
particular truſts will be but very in- 
conſiderable, ſince the money | they 
haye from time to time, will naturally 
and of courſe, be committed to the 
cuſtody and care of a treaſurer or caſhier, : 


who may be ordered to give ſecurity in 


proportion to the weight of his truſt, 
and the ſalary allowed. 


So that it may be ſafely ee | 


aha where a penny ſhall be in danger 
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cellors of trade, dare e ail be aral 
ten if not twenty ſo by ignorance, pre- 
ſumption and neglect, and if one may 
judge by the practice every where, in- 
ſutanee might ſooner be found at one 
per cent. per annum, for the firſt, then 


for: | 

1: Ae le — a wider 
b this matter, will eaſily find that ſucha 
diretioroughtnortobe committed to 
an unwieldy, but to an eaſy ſoclety, to 
a number ef men, not only ſpitited for 


Their work, bet who ſhall wholly ap- 


ply anch fe themſclees apart to this ver. 


ding; ſo they will eaſily apprehend 


how dangerous ard deftrutive-it muft 
needs be, to admit᷑ thoſe; who inſtead of 
Peing aſſiſtantunto, may only preve a 


"ten —_— OOO m_ cent 


babe a Willbe 3 . to e muah and 
do little, find many faults, but mend = 
none, in fine who are either ſo igno- 
rant and helpleſs, or fo ſwayed and hiaſ- 
ſed by their paſſions, prapoſſeſſions, pre- 
judices, conceits and humours, as at 
leaſt/ in public affairs, to haue more 


Agel vo things will grow! 
dayly eaſier to the capable and willing 
mind, ifor buſinefs makes man, as well 
as men make bufinefs, but thoſe whoſe 
heads are filled with prececupations and 
preſumptions, or have learned any thing 
wrong muſt at leaſt be learned twice, 
before they can poſſibly come to vn- 
derſtand aright, or to be fit for buſi- 
CA 
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neſs; ſince like Solomon's ſlu ggard, ſuch 


are commonly * wiſer i 


in their own 
©concelits than ſeven m men Sa can ren- 
0 hen reaſoly?>. 515 ẽ wn. ont wh oncn 


Not only the ak Kſoatch, . 


are but even the more extraordi- 


nary heavy and ſurpriſing difficulties, 


and diſappointments in buſineſs, doth! 
contribute exceedingly to the making, 
and qualifying of men, and as they are 
naturally the ableſt and moſt vigorous 
bodys, which meet with the moſt, and 
ſtrongeſt exerciſes in their youth, ſo the 
beſt, braveſt and moſt capable ſpirits and 
genius's have ever been formed; a d 
cultivated by difficulties, and not only 
the ſpirits of particular men; but likes 
wiſe the greateſt and braveſt nations, 

* the moſt noble and famous en 
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:h chat ever were, have 
n begotten by neceſſi y, and pa aiſed 
n- the depth of difficulties: daa hos 


Nin times, and with men bo had a 


pd much more immediate hand of the 
di- mighty upon them, ever 0 uch as 
es, ¶ Joſeph, Moſes, Gideon;Daid, and 
thi many others, the exerciſe of troubles, 


g, diſappointments and afflictions were 


re ¶ found to be indiſpenſably neceſſary. 
us And as we need not doubt, but bo 


thei ſucceſs and genius of the Roca, 


and other fat mous nations, have been 


Icxerciſes of their difficulties; ſo Wwe 
need not look abroad for particular in- 
ſtances, ſince our own hiſtorys are ſo 
ample in this matter, whereby we may 
find, that all our greateſt men, beſt things, 
vraveſt actions, and happieſt times, 
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i furnace of affſiction, yet the meater 
i Alk nd mere abject ſort of ſpivits; inſtead 
© of being bener; or further improv 
are rather the more depveſt and cruſht 
thereby, inſtead of growing more wile, 
1 prudent, patient, conftam; careful, di- 
| 


we A S © Z 


A 


_— 


with others, they become more hard- 
thinking and uneaſy, or otherwiſe more t 
Al mean, e FG WI as 
_ om = 
Ga FRY of theſe bis humours c 


Sel AIDED e 


EE Og" i9s 


12 — 


5 


LY 


INTRODUCTTON. ai 
antbdifpolitioms;havereigned inthis na- 


late difappointments and difficulties, 
may now have ſufficiently-awakened 
and made us ſenſcble of our condition, 
and that the many and various ex- 
crcifes, we have lately met with, will 
-haverthe better, and not the contrary 
effe dect, and prove only neceſſary prepa- 
ratives the better to fit the peopleof this 
mee, glorious ſuceeſs to 
come, to ballancetheir ſpirits, to bring 
them to a due decorum, and thus the 
better to learn them, not to deſpair in 
adverſity, nor to preſume in proſperity. 
Pznataftera lethargy of near an age, 
they will now Z he effectually rouſed up, 
and that on this occaſion, their ſenſe 
andqgenius; in matter of trade, ſhall be 
capable of mounting ſome what higher 
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than the aping a few of the worſt, 
meaneſt and moſt pernicious ſhifts and 
miſtakes of ſome of our trading neigh- 
bours, that contrary-wiſe, our hearts 
will be inlarged in proportion to the 
weight and conſequence of what we 
have in hand, and the favourable oc- 
caſions that offer, at home and abroad; 
that our maxims and principles in point 
of trade, may be every way as reaſon- 
able and generous as were thoſe of the 
Romans in point of empire, that the 
national care, and oeconomy hereby 
propoſed, may be eſtabliſned; that by 
the means thereof, we may havetheglo- 
ry as well as the comfort, of taking more 
care of the next generation, than the 
laſt has done of us, and of putting our 
country in a way of regaining in the 
next century, what it has loſt in this. 


Edinburgh, December 31. 1200. 


PROPOSALS | 


AND . 


REASONS, 


the C CONSTITUTING, A ; | 
ne COUNCIL OF TRADE. | 


PROPOSAL I. 
QF A | COUNCIL. oF TRADE., 


Sie E upon due conſideration, it 
vill be found impoſſible to put 
the home and foreign induſtry of this 
kingdom, upon a ſolid or ſteady foot 
of future improvement; by any other 
means, than a national council of trade, 
adapted to this very thing, and who 
may be cloathed with power and means, 
proportionable to the greatneſs of the 
work. it is therefore propoſet. 
8 


4 2 e 0 e | 
ARTICLE 1. That a council of 
trade, and court-merchant, conſiſting 
of a preſident, to be annually appoint- 
ed by his majeſty ; and of twelve coun- 
cellors, three whereof, tobe choſen by 
the eſtate of nobility,three by the eſtate 
of barons, three by the eſtate of bur- 
roughs, and three by the council-gene- 
ralofthe Indian and African company, 
1 be conſtituted by parliament. 
That only ſuch of the nobility, 
N and burroughs, as are, or ſhall 
be members of parliament, and cap- 
able to ſit in parliament ; may be qua- 
lified to vote or have ſuffrage in electi- 
ons of councellors of trade: and that 
in the intervals between the diſſoluti- 
on of one parliament, and the election 
of another, the members of the pre- 
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| ceeding parliament, may always be che 


electors. 
3. That the major b of the . was 
tive eſtates of nobility, barons, bur- 


roughs, and of the council; general of 


the Indian and African company, (and 
not fewer) may make a quorum at the 
firſt, and every ſuch election: and that 


no abſent votes may be admitted. 


4. That the ſaid reſpective claſſes or 


colleges of election, may not at any 


time chooſe one of their number, to be 
councellor of trade; unleſs two thirds 
at leaſt of the electors do concur in the 
choice; but that otherwiſe the ſeveral 
elections may be made by majority of 
votes, to be taken by ſcroll and ſcru- 


5. That no preſident of the council 
of trade, may continue ſuch for longer 
A = 


than a year: and that one in ever 
three of the councellors of trade, may 
be annually left out and others choſen 
in their place and room by their reſpec- 
tive conſtituents, the days and place of 
meeting to be appointed by the council 
of trade: and that ſuch vacancies as 
may happen in the ſaid council of trade 
by death, or other means; may like- 
wiſe be filled up by their reſpectwe 


conſtituents from time to time. 


6. That it may be ſtrictly recom- 


n mended, and enjoined by his majeſty, 


and the eſtates of parliament, that the 
perſons who ſhall be nominated or 
choſen for preſident, and councellors 
of trade from time to time, may be men 
of truth, courage, and of known and 
approved integrity, and good morals, 
not covetous, mean ſpirited, or of nar- 


— 


mn 


_ pa. * 


AT 


row diſpoſition 6, 


OD 7 
ut endued with a 
reaſonable meaſure of underſtanc ing 

and largeneſs of heart, without which 
no man ever yet was or indeed poſſibly 


can be ſo much as tolerably fit for a 


public imployment or truſt. and that 


they may likewiſe be ſuch as funda- 


and accompts; and who have an in- 


ination and genius, for the kno-w- 


| ledge and ſtudy of matters relating to 


trade andi improvements, and who are 
unweaned-1 in their n and a appli- 


cation. 


oh. Tb any ſix aſl ha each of 


trade, together with their preſident, 


may make a q orum Or that eight of 
the council may makea quorum with- 


out him: wherein they ſhall-proceed 


„ O 0 
by majority of votes, and the preſident 
chall only have a caſting vote. 
8. That the preſident, and cnn 
lors of trade, nor any of them for the 
time they are ſuch may be capable of 
holding any place of profit or truſt i in 


the government; norof receiving any 


penſion, gift, or honour off his majeſty; 


but that their time and thoughts may be | 
wholly imployed and taken upas coun» | 
_ cellors of trade; without having or 


being capable of any other office, 
place or dependance whatſocver, 


9. That the preſident and council | 
'of trade, may be accountable for their | 
receipts, payments and all their other 


proceedings from time to time, to his 
majeſty.and the eſtates of parliament ; 
- wherein if they or any of them ſhall 
be found guilty of wilful injuſtice, 


fraud, or apparent breach of truſt, or of 
- WM wilkul imbezling,miſapplying or divert- 
. WW ing any part of the moneys or natio- 
he Wl nal fund, intruſted with them ; that 


the offender or offenders therein, may 
forefeit triple the ſum or ſums ſo miſ- 
applyed or diverted, and become for 
ever after incapable of proſecuting any 
ſuit of law, or of being tutor or curator. 
to any child; or an executor or ad- 
miniſtrator, or to receive any legacy 
or gift, or to make any diſpoſition, laſt 
will or teſtament, or to hold any office 
or place of truſt orprofit, in this king- 
dom: and that his- majeſty will be 
pleaſed graciouſly, to condeſcend, and 
conſent, that no part of this puniſn- 
ment may be pardoned, or remitted 
by his majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, 
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ment. 
10. That re they e enter upon 


their reſpective truſts or adminiſtration, 
the preſident andeouncetiors of trade, 
may be obliged to take the oath of al- 


legiance, and a ſolemn oath for the juſt, 
due, diligent and faithful diſcharge, of 
their PE duties and truſts. es 


| PROPOSAL : The" | 
or THE FUND OF THE COUNCIL 
1 OF TRADE. 


2. The more effectually to enable 


the council of trade to recover, retrieve, 


promote and carry on the home and 


foreign trade of this kingdom. "a 


ARTICLE 1. That a duty of one 
fortieth part of the value of all lands, 
rents, houſes, money, goods or effects 


1 TRADE. 9 

vhatſoever, that any one ſhall ſucceed; 
unto by law, proviſion, teſtament: or 
otherwiſe, lands and rents, to be rec- 
koned at twenty years purchaſe, 
houſes and other things in proportion, 


al- MW to the repairs, riſques, damages by fire 
|, and other defalcations, may be granted 
of to the ſaid council of trade, for and 


during the term of twenty years. 1 
2. That there be likewiſe granted 
to the ſaid council of trade, one for- 
tieth part of the price or value of all 
lands, rents, houſes, or ſhips, ſold or 


IL 


le alienated; and likewiſe of all other ef. 
„e, fects that ſhall be ſold by public roupe 
ad in this kingdom for * faid term * 


twenty oo | 

3. That there be Go A * * one 
ae part of the value of all manu- 
factures to be made in this kingdom; as | 
B 


» lr 
likewiſe of all fiſh ſalted or cured carte 
to the ſaid council of trade in conſide- 
ration of their mark, ſeal or other ap- 
probation to the goodneſs and ſuffici- 
ency thereof, for and during the wk 1 
term of twenty years. 15 
4. That the late biſhops hk rents. 
and incomes, the general poſt- office, 
the waſte lands and caſual revenues of 
the crown, together with all fines, fore- 
feitures and penalties, accruing to his 
majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, be alſo 
granted to the ſaid council of trade for 
— the faid term of twenty years. 99 
5. That one twentieth part of the 
nan of, or ſums ſued for in all pro- 
ceſſes or ſuits of law; or the value, 
where the fame ſhall not be in money, 
be, by the party or parties who ſhall be 
found liable in e, payed to 


2 } 
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2 


1 . _ . 
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the ſaid council of trade for the faid 


term of twenty years. : 


6. That all gifts, i 55 


| mofiifications already given, or to be 


given, and appropriated to the poor, 


or for charitable uſes, be for ever here- 
after received, ſuperviſed, ordered and 
pf ed by the council of trade. 


7. That one tenth partof all _— 
rye, peaſe, barley, bear, malt, and 
oats conſumed within this kingdom, 
belikewiſe allowed to the ſaid council 
of trade, for the term of twenty years; 
but that it be always at the election 


of the parties concerned, to give and 


pay the {aid tenths in good and ſuffi- 


cient corn of the ſeveral ſorts reſpec- 
tively, or as an equivalent to pay the 


following rates in money. that is to 


lay, wheat at the rate of thirty * 5 - 
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Weng per boll, rye and peaſe at 
eighteen, barley, bear and malt at 
ms and oats at ten n gere 


8. That fn faid A on corn 


006 collected at the reſpectiye kilns 


and milns of this kingdom, at theelec- 
tion of the council of trade, and that all 
perſons may be obliged to bring their 
corn, that is to be made in meal or malt 
to the public kilns and milns, or o- 
ther ways compound for having the 
ſame ground at home by hand-milns 


or otherways at the diſcretion: of the 


ſaid council of trade; and that de- 


duction or allowance for this tenth 


mare or duty, may be made to all per- 
ſons, who are obliged to pay corn, after 
che ſame ſhall be made into "__—_ or 


walt ** former ne. 
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hat over and. above the ſaid 

duties, impoſitions, gifts and incomes, 
the ward-holdings belonging to his 
majeſty, may be veſted in the ſaid 
council of trade, to be by them fold. 


to the beſt advantage, and the ſums 


raiſed thereby added to the beforemen - 
tioned dutys, provided always, that the 
e vaſſals: may have the Pace ps; 
tion. | 
- Thata ſum not 3 ws 7; 
fur of ten hundred thouſand pounds 


cling, may, 5 by way of anticipation, | 
be taken up and borrowed by the faid 


council of trade, upon the credit: and 


e the ſaid ſeveral funddes. 
That this fund, or any obliga- 
de aſſignments. or anticipations 
thereupon, may not be liable to any 
dannen ſeizure, forfeiture, at- ; 


> UNC . 

| tachment, arreſt, reſtraint or n 
on for or by reaſon of any imbargo, 
breach of the peace, letters of mark, 
or reprizal, or declaration of war with 
any foreign prince, potentate or ſtate, 
or upon any other account or pretence 
whatſoeyer. | 


PROPOSAL. LT: 
APPLICATION OF 
THE COUNCIL OF TRADE. | 


i: That th aid fund to be granted 
to the council of trade be ordered and 
applyed in the following manner, 
ARTICLE. I. That the ſum of 
four hundred thouſand pounds ſter- 
ling part of the ſaid fund be given, 
allowed and appropriated, to promote 

and carry on the foreign trade of this 
kingdom, in the following manner. 


TAE FUND or 


tha 


as | 


ma 


Pre 
CO 


lol 


| 087 ] . Th 
that in the firſt place, ſo much thereof, 
as ſhall be neceſſary for that purpoſe 


may be given and applyed to repay the 


proprietors of the Indian and African 
company, the ſum they have advanced, 


loſt and expended in proſecuting their 


deſigns of foreign trade, and that the 


remainder of the ſaid ſum of four 


hundred thouſand pounds ſterling be 
added, and put in to the joynt-ſtock 


and capital fund of the ſaid African 
and Indian company for the uſe, and 


at the diſpoſal of the council of trade, 


but under the management and directi- 


on of the court of directors, and the 


care and inſpection of the con 


neral of the ſaid company. 
2. hat the proprietors of the aid 


Indian and African company, or any 


of them, from a day to be appointed, 


have liberty on demand, to withdraw 


or receive back their principal i money 
out of the ſaid joynt- ſtock upon their 
aſſignment, or transferring their right 


to the council of trade, or their ap- 


pointment, ſo as the principal money 
payed in by particular proprietors in 
the capital fund of the ſaid company, 
may from thenceforward be at, and 
upon the riſque of the kingdom ; and 
only that of the intereſt or forbear- 
ance at that of the particular proprie- 
tors thereof; but ſo as it be always un- 


derſtood, that the ſtock which ſhall once 


belong unto, or be transferred to the 


council of trade, may not from thence- 


forward be retransferred, or alienated 
to the firſt proprietors, or any other: 
but remain as part of the national fund 


S © n N=» 


or T'/RUA'DE 1 


veſted: in the ſaid . wp rrace, 2 as 


* truſtees thereof, | 
3. That a ſum of four boakial ; 
wo hundred p pounds ſterl. per annum, 


other part of the ſaid fund, in the hand 


and management of the council of trade, 


be ſet apart and appropriated for ſal- 


laries to the preſident, and the reſt 
of the members of the faid council of 


trade, at the rate of fix hundred pounds 


ſterling per annum, for the preſident, 
and three hundred pounds ſterling per 
man for the reſt of the councellors, over 
and above their travelling charges, poſt- 
age of letters, and ſuch like expences; 
but that the ſame be only allowed them 
in proportion to their attendance, and 


the part of the ſallaries belonging tothe 


abſentees to be always divided amongſt 
thoſe who ſhall be preſent and attend- 


ae Nc IL _ 


ing. nodal) nevertheleſs that» the 
council of trade may from time to time 
fine, or other ways proceed againſt any 


of their members for non- attendance 
as they ſhall ſee cauſe, over and above 
the ſtopping and dividing his or their 
fallaries for every default. 


4. That the council of trade may 


= eee of the fund in their hands, 
pay the expences of the reſpective e- 
lectors of the ſaid council, at their ſe- 
veral yearly meetings, for that purpoſe, 

at the rate of twelve pence ſterl. per 
mile, forward, and backward, from 
and to the places of their abode, to all 
ſuch of them as ſhall have their dwel- 
lings above twenty miles from the city 
of Edinburgh, or place of meeting; 
and likewiſe ten ſhillings ſterling per 


man per day, to every one of the elec- 


4 Lg 
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tors for not above ſix days to be allow 


r; 


ed for any one election 


5. That the ſum of two! TY 0 


pounds ſterling per annum may be, by 
the directors of the Indian and Afri- 


can company, beſtowed upon allowan-' | 
ces for the attendance of their courts of „ 


tors, council: general and commit- 
tees, over and above their travelling 
charges, poſtage of letters, and ſuch 
like expences: and that ſuch atten- 
dance may be the more regular, and 
the company the better, and the more 
diligently ſerved; the council general 


of the ſaid company ſhall, and may re- 


duce the preſent number of the court 
of directors to that of twenty; but 


the number of the members of the 


council-general, may ſtill remain at 


that of forty to be choſen equally by 
"2 


er 
the perſons or parties concerned in the 


chuſe in proportion to the national 
ſtock they repreſent from time to time, 
and that one in every four of the direc- 
tors may be left out yearly, and others 
chalad i in their place and ſtead by the 
ſaid council: general. and that the court 
of directors, or council-general be 
likewiſe impowored to fine, or other 


viſo proceed againſt any of their mem · 


bers, beſides the ſtopping and dividing 
heir reſpective allowances i mY. open 


tion to their non · attendanccde. 
. That the remainder of che mo- 


neys, that ſhall or may ariſe by the ſaid 


ome by. anticipation or otherwile, 
5 be < oped a Pons by the coun- 


N 


deere funds, whether the ſame ſhall 


py 2 _ >. A &#5 — ©. 0 


we 


fund; in which the council of trade to th 


dom, power to purchaſe and ali 
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cil of trade agreeable and purſes to 


che ene powers aud 8 


11 
* 23 


"PROPOSAL 1. 1 : 


GENERAL POWERS AND 1 
STRUCTIONS oF THE" cou 
Fo cIL or TRADE. | 


ARTICLE e eee e | 


dilby thenameaftheCoundil of Trade 


of the kingdom of Scotland, may have 


the powers, immunities and priviledges 


of a body politic and corporate with 


| perpetual fucceſſion, have a common 


ſeal, and for andon behalf of this King 


lands, tenements, and other goods 


or effects whatſoever, to adminiſter 
oaths, and to do and execute every 
thing that to a body politic or cor- 
porate, doth or ought to belong. and 
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—— a — and ofa Courts 


merchant of this kingdom, and by 
themſelves or others deputed by them, 
to hear and determine all cauſes and 
| things relating to trade, or of the ſea, 


between the king $ majeſty, his heirs 
and ſucceſſors, and the merchants or 


mariners; and alſo between or relating 
60 merchants or mariners; and to 


ze therein by the lau- merchant, 


me that of the ſea, as known and prac- 

tiſed in the moſ conſiderable trading- 
7 countries, and eitys of Chriſtendom; ; 
and that no other court or council of 


this nation may for the future, have 


power to judge or take cogniſance of 
matters of or relating to i or rof the 
_ 3 * * er 4 4 $3: 3 CES „„ phe] e 13 g 


To have power, under their ſeal 


8 | aw FP! 1 R A 5 oY EY 23 = | 9 Wi 
to delegate and-appointſuch other per- 


ſon or perſons as they ſee meet to 
judge and determine in matters and 
things of or relating to trade, and the 
ſea, in any of the ports or places in this 


kingdom, provided always that an ap- 


peal may lye to the ſaid council of trade, 


or court-merchant in all cauſes, where 
the matter in queſtion ſhall be of the 


value of one hundred pounds ſterling 
or upwards.. to appoint, regulate, and 
ſettle. the fees of advocates, clerks, or 

other officers belonging to en 


their jurisdiction, and generally to have 
all the priviledges and powers of a court 


of den and record _ this — 


dom. 


3. That . . of chad may nk 
im —— to purchaſe or build work- 
houſes; and: likewiſe to purchaſe and 
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for 8 relieving nd mai 
— :ouraging, pro- 
moting and encreaſing eee 
ries ork . of this kingdom, to 
build and erect granarys for the well · 
keeping ſtores and quantities of corn 
in all ſuch places of this kingdom, as 
they ſhall ee an and from 
3 tate, 4 eve nal east and p 
manufactures of this kingdom, ſo as the Il it 
poor in eee not be impoſed a 
upon nor opp reſt by extream c ap- g 
_ neſs, or want of money for their work t 
on the one hand, nor the nation in ge- Ip 
neral by extream dearth on the other. i 
4. Io have power to add unto or 
allow ten per oent, or ſuch other pro- In 
portion as they ſhall ſee juſt and need- 


= 8 
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r 


ful to the joynt- ſtocks of all companys 
or ſocieties for manufactures, and to 


all ſhips, equipages, and veſſels imploy- 


ed or to be imployed in the fiſnings of 
this kingdom without expectation of in 
tereſt or dividend ; but to have ſecuritʒ 


for repayment of the principal money, 
when the reſpective parties concerned 
ſhall divide or withdraw ſuch joynt- 
ſtocks, or ſhall ceaſe any more toem- 
ploy ſuch ſhip or ſhips, veſlel or veſlels 
in the fiſheries, and generally, to give 


and grant ſuch other encouragements, 
gratuitys, and rewards, as they ſhall 
think requiſite for, and towards the 


promoting or enlarging the trade and 
Induſtry of this kingdom. 
5. That the ſaid council of trade, 
may not only be the general receivers, 
and applyers of the charity of this 
1 7 


kingdom, but that they may alſo give, 


grant and beſtow ſuch charitable gifts 
and allowances, as they ſhall: ſee need- 
ful from time to time. that they may 
be impowered to correct and repreſs 
nuſances, to make, erect, regulate, mend, 
repair or maintain high- ways, ſtreets, 
bridges, harbours, docks and wharfs 
for ſhipping, boats, or veſſels, or any 
Ne” ee works or conveniences 
pe hat! it be achse e cri- 
minal judges have power to change the 
puniſhment of death inicaſes of theft, 
do the payment of fourfo 
to the party injured, anch the other to 
the council of trade, and to be condemn- 
ed to hard labour for the ſpace of three 
years; or other ways, if he, ſhe or they 
have not to ſatis fie for the theft, that 


Gr T b . - 
then and in proportion, to the nature of 
the crime or damage done, ſuch thief or 


thieves may be further condemned to 
hard labour for any time not exceed- 


ing ſix years more, and during either 
or both theſe terms to be under the 
direction, and at the diſpoſal of 155 


council of trade. 

7. That all bribery, n or ahi 
3 cheating, willful bankruptcy, 
and fraud may be tryed, judged, and 


determined by the council of trade, 


and by them be puniſhed as theft; but 


| that-contrarywiſe, if upon legal ſum- 
| mons, or demand, a debtor ſhall juſtly, 
and faithfully deliver and aſſign over 


to the uſe of his, or her creditor, or 


creditors, all his or her eſtates, goods, 
effects, books, papers and accompts, 
and that if it does appear, that ſuch de- 
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bitor, hath or doth deſign to be juſt 


and honeſt to the beſt of his or her 
power, ſuch debtor may by the coun- 
cil of trade; be from thence- fore ward 


diſcharged from impriſonment or other 


15 fern! confinement. 28 
8. That the council of 8 may 
likewiſe have power, to ſeize and com- 
pell all ſuch perſons as ſhall be found 
begging, and under the age of twenty 


years, to work until they ſhall come to 


be of the age of twenty three years, and 


all ſuch as ſhall be of the age of twenty 
years or upwards, for the ſpace of 
three years, and all ſorts of vagabonds, 
or idle perſons for a reaſonable propor- 
tion of time, according to the nature 

of their ſeveral offences; and that all 

ſuch perſons as ſhall ſtand condemned 
or compelled to work at the public 
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| works, may by the council of trade be 


imployed at home orabroad, by ſea or 
by land, or their perſons and ' ſervices 
may be transferred, aſſigned or diſpoſ- 


ed of to others, at the Aena ok 5 


ſaid council of trade. 
9. That they may Fr Ch i im- 
conceived to regulate and reduce to an 


and likewiſe to puniſh. all frauds and 
cheats therein, or in the making up, 
ot vending the growths, manufactures, 


or fiſhings of this kingdom: and like- 


| wiſe to oblige the parties concerned, 

to pay the fortieth part of the value for 
regulation, and, if need be, to take the 
councils mark or ſeal upon ſuch goods 
and commodities, upon forfeiture 
of ſuch commodities, and the value 
thereof, the one half to the informer; 


. 


he 


and e to the council of trade; 


and that they alſo may be impowered 
to allow a ſhare, not exceeding one 
moity of the fines, forfeitures and 
penaltys, to all other informers in any 
: caſe or caſes whatſoever. ©  - 

10. That the faid et 8 
may have full power to take off, and 
poubli ckly diſpenſe. with all ſuch re- 


ſtraints and prohibitions, monopolys, 
praeemptions or excluſions, whether 


made, impoſed or granted by act of 
parliament or otherwiſe, as they ſhall 


from time to time judge prejudicial to 
the improvement or progreſs of the 


trade or induſtry of this kingdom, al- 


_ waysgiving juſt and reaſonable ſatisfac- 


tion to the perſons. or ſocieties inter- 


| eſted or bcnngernedlat d he 5 ſhall ib 
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do have power to lay on, im- 
poſe, colleẽt and receive ſueh dutys and 
impoſitions, as they ſnall ſee meet, upon 
all ſuch foreign fiſhing ſhips, boats or 
veſſels, as ſhall from time to time, come 


to an anchor in any of the creeks, bays, 


harbours or places in this e or | 
the iſlands thereunto belonging. 


12. To be impowered to nominate 


and appoint conſuls, reſidents, or a- 
gents, to reſide in any ſuch foreign ci- 
tys or nations, as they may judge meet 
and convenient: and that by the ad- 
vice, and at the requeſt of the ſaid coun- 


| cil of trade, his majeſty, his heirs and 


ſucceſſors, will from time to time be 


pleaſed graciouſly to grant ſuitable 


commiſſions and inſtructions, to ſuch 
conſuls, reſidents, or agents: and that 
they may have all the powers, privi- 


nen 
ledges, and advantages, which are 
uſually allowed to conſuls, reſident 
or 2 of rn 1 618% 
13. That all nn wha 'are 
pr wid tants, and all merchants or others 
to inhabit in this kingdom, upon their 
taking the oath of allegiance; or upor 
ſeruple of taking of oaths, their mak- 
ing an equivalent declaration, to be 
rue and faithſul to his majeſty, his 
heirs and ſucceſſors, before the coun- 
cil of trade, or ſuch asſhall be deput- 
ed by chem; and their paymentoF che 
: frm of twenty ſhillings ſterling, to hay 
the ſame recorded; may have ſiberry 
to purchaſe lands, rents, or heredita- 
ments, and enjoy all other priviledges 
of his majeſtys natural born ſubjects: 
and likewiſe, for their further encou- 


impowered to grant and allow rea 


\ 


| O1F1 RUDE Bs 
ragement, that they - 
all manner of raxen fol the firſt ſeven 


may be free of 


years of their abode in this nation: 
and that the council of trade may be 


able aud convenient ſtipends to all ſuch 


foreign Proteſtant miniſters, as ſhall 
come to have a congregation, to which 


twenty or more adult perſons ſhall or 


may belong; provided nevertheleſs, that 


1 of the ſaid foreigners ſo natura: 
d, may ſettle to inhabit in any of 


the iſhnds but only upon the main 


continent. ofthis: kingdom. withour 


expreſs licence- reer of the 


council of "I oberg Hin ab 
cgi ls 


manner of abatement,expenceorallow- 


Thar the eoinage of geld and 
ſilver, at his -majeſty's mint, may for 
the future be free, and without any 
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e ets 


of: and that all fact 
now current, and in weight, fine 


and that no moneys m 


there 


tions of the money of this kingdom 


kingdom, may be accounted a royal 
mine; unlefs 
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ance by, or from the proprietors the 


* 


or both under the ſtandard of this ki 8 a 
dom, may be called in and r 


forward be current in this kingdom 
but as correſpondent to the W 
of, in weight and eme 
that the weight, finenefs or den- 


thou 


may not hereafter be altered w 


the council of trade. am to ute id: 


hat no niine or mineral in this 


nere be plainly a much 
ue of gold or ſilver to be ex- 


"2 


greater va 


moneys as are 


ay from hence 


idvice and conſent of parliament: and 
thatthe general direction and inſpecti- 
on of the mint, _— be waere pee to 


oo) 


| 90 to and belong 10 his majeſt 
heirs: and ſucceſſors, and the reſt to 
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| teacted cherefrom, than of any Saher; f 


metal, and that only a tenth part of 
the royal mines, may for the future, 
„ his 


belong and remain to the proprietor 


or he dd of the ſoil, and that 
l 1 this kingdom be 1 in a parti- 


ent of the mines 1 mi- 


cular manner recom mended. to dhe 
care and 8 the council of 
trade, 171 


have power to take into 
and pay all ſuch officers and ſervants, 
as they ſhall, and may from time to 


ume judge needful, and to make and 
c execute all neceſſary rules, orders and 


better ordering and 


management of all ſuch perſons and 


E 2 


1x9) That ea from time to I gif 
time think, and conſider of all ſuch 
laws, cuſtoms,” orders and uſages, aa 
they may judge prejudicial” to the 
trade and induſtry of this nation: to- 
gether with ſuch propoſals and regu- 
lations, as they ſhall think may be ad- 
vantageous' rhereunto, and report the 
ſame, as well as their other proceedings, 
and progreſs to his ma eſty; and the 
eſtates of this kingdom, as their « con- 
meme at every ee 1 Frail | 

* 92 al tows ity e to . dialling 
. way for the growth of trade and the 
_ progreſs of the induſtry of this king- 
dom, it will be abſolutely neceſſary, that 
the * of the n duties and 
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ARTTCIR I. That all manner 
of en or bete en on growths;: 


A af; cgi wad be : 
off,cxceptingone per cent. of the * 
by the name of entry- money only- 
That all ſuch growths! and pro- 


ducts of other countrys as are and ſhall: 


be proper to be manufactured or melio- 
rated — may be ſneaky! 
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eee money: 
g. That the preſent dutys And i idk 
poſitions on all manner of forteign li- 
quors and commodities not fit to be 
manu factured or meliorated in this 
kingdom, amongwhich. ſugar | and to- 
bacco to be reckoned, may be doub- 
led; but in order to lay the ſame as 
| — as poſſible by way of exciſe or 
upon the ck and as little 
upon the merchant and navigati 
may be, that there may ths a term of 
twelve months at leaſt given to the 
merchants or other impor w hi 
ſhall: give ſecurity for the 3 1 01 
the duty or the exportation dlherkof 


lowing and paying one pericentoF'th 
value en name of entty-1 C 1 


within the limited term; abways al- 


» & 
+ 


2 + 


4. That a di 
ten per cent per annum may * allow- 


; gulatea 


ſettle: ; 


o TR Abit Of 
compt at the rate of 


ed to the merchants or other impor- 
ters who ſhallpay in the duty for goods 
imported before it ſhall become due, 
deducting always one per cent of the 


value by the name of entry money: 


5. That, excepting only the afore- 
gad dutys, the trade, navigation, ſhip- 


ing and fiſhings« of this nation, may be 
diſcharged of, and befor ever free of all 


manner of dutys and impoſitions due 


and payableto his majeſty; his heir and 


ſucceſſors or any other whatſoever; 
he council of 
trade may from time to time, ſettle, re- 
dappoint all ſuch rates as ſhips 
or veſſels ſnall pay for light: houſes and 
pilotage; and likewiſe appoĩint and 


ll ſuch rates as ſhall be payed 


rf entr: —— 


be leaſed out, or let to farm; without 
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And whereas.it has ever been the 
practice of the beſt regulated and moſt 
conſiderable: trading nations to grant 
the dutys, upon exp C 

1hip ingand norgnion,on 
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OF TRADE. 


of the government, this kingdom hath 


been, and ſtill continues to be, de- 


prived of it's ſtrength at ſea; and other 
ordinary means of protecting and ſup- 
porting the trade and navigation th ere- 
of. wherefor and for the more effectual 
ſecuring of the trade and induſtry of 


this nation from prejudices and diſ- 


couragements from foreigners and fo- 
reign influence in time to come, it is 
propoſed that the foreſaid foreign exciſe 
or duties upon exportation, importa- 


tion and entry- money, may by parlia- 
ment be eſtabliſhed and from hence- 
forward underſtood to be a fund of 
ſecurity for the foreign trade of this 


kingdom in the following manner and 
to veal purpoſes after mentioned. 
ARTICLE I. That his ee, will 
F 
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: be ſs e declare and gan- | 


ie, "lean i or ans of 
his majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, 
ſhall from hence forward own, .coun- 


tenance and forward the juſt and lawful 


treaties or deſigns of trade of the In- 


dian and African company, or of any 
particular ſociety, merchant or perſon 
of or belonging to this kingdom; and 
that if, contrary to all juſt and reaſon- 


able expectation, any ſuch embaſſadors, 
envoys, reſidents, conſuls or agents, 


ſhall upon or under pretence of order 


or warrant from: his majeſty, his heirs 
or ſucceſſors, ſeeretly or avowedly pre- 
ſume to let or any wiſe diſcountenance 


| : or. impede the trade, treaties of trade, 
or commerce of the Indian and Afri- 


can company, or of any ſociety, mer- 


unto or com 


OF Ir El... 
chant or other perſon of or belonging 
to this kingdom; that then and in every 


ſuch caſe, upon due proof thereof to the 


council of trade, the ſums of five hun- 


dred pounds ſterling, beſides full coſts, 
charges and damages, may be recover- 
ed out of the ſaid fund of ſecurity for 
foreign trade by the oy or PE in- 
jured reſpectively. ie 
2. In caſe any ATP” or com- 
manders, of ſhip or ſhips, belonging 
niſfionated by his majeſty, = 
his heirs or ſueceſſors, as kings or queens 
of England, ſhall from henceforward, 


come forcibly to take any goods, 


merchandizes or perſons from on 
board of any ſnip or ſhips of or be- 
longing to this kingdom whether at 
ſea or in any bay, harbour or ereek, 
(excepting only ſuch bays, harbours or 
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creeks as do or may belong to the 


kingdom of England or the dominions 


thereof) or ſhall ſtop or hinder any ſuch 
ſhip or ſhips, veſſel or veſſels from pro- 
ceeding on her or their voyage by the 


ſpace of twenty four- hours or more, 


that then the party or partys, owners 


of ſuch ſhip or ſhips, veſſel or veſſels, 
his, her or their appointment may re- 


cover the ſum of five hundred pounds 
ſterling, beſide all expences, charges 


and damages. and that like wiſe every 
perſon preſt, or forcibly taken, and : 
detained out of any ſuch ſhip by the 
ſpace of one whole week or more, his, 
her, or their appointment may recover 
the ſum of one hundred pounds ſter- 
ling, beſides all expences, damages and 


coſts of ſuit, all to be payed out of the 
ſaid fund of ſecurity for foreign trade. 
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3. If any commander of ſhip or 


ſhips belonging unto or commiſſiona- 
ted by his majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, 
as kings or queens of England, ſhall 
hereafter preſume to preſs or forcibly: 
to take away any Scots ſea- man out of 
any Scots ſhip, or out of theſe of any 
other nation (excepting only thoſe be- 


longing to England and the dominions 


thereof) whether at ſea, in harbour, or 
in foreign parts; every ſuch perſon ſo 
preſt, his executors, adminiſtrators or 
aſſigns may recover and receive the 
ſum of one hundred pounds ſterling out 


of the ſaid fund for ſecurity of foreign 


trade, beſides all neee n + 


and coſts of ſuit. 


4. If anycommander or ob 
ders of ſhip,veſlels,or perſons by or un- 
der pretext of commiſſion or warrant- 


QOTVENT ne I. 


| = | 
from his majeſty, his 1 or ſueceſ. 
ſors, as kings or queens of England, 


bound to or from, or in any of the 


creeks, harbours or places of this king- 
; dom, or to take or ſeize any of the goods, 
effects or perſons therein imbarked ; 


goods, . he 
that then and in every ſuch 

ſeveral. party or partys indie may 
time to time receive e fall e coſts, 


together with the ſum of one hundred 


pounds ſterling out of the ſaid fund fort 


ſecurity of foreign trade. 2151 
5. hat the ſaid ſeveral ſums, oe 
damages andexpences, may from time 


or ſhall forcibly take or detain any 


or 1 u 4 m 2. 47 


to time, be recovered by the partys in · 


jured or their appointment, upon due 
pt ook made ther eof to the council of 


trade, and that upon the certification 


of the decrees of the council thereupon, 


the ſaid reſpe&ive ſums be payed and 
allowed out of the ſaid fund for ſecuri- 


ty of foreign trade, by the lord high 
treaſurer or the lords commiſſioners 
of his mazeſty's treaſury of this kin g5 


dom. and that it may be further pro- 
vided that the ſaid foreign exciſe and 
entry- money, may in this manner be 
and remain a fund of ſecurity for the 
|forcigo trade and induſtry of thisking- 
dom, as often and as long as the ſame 
ſhall be continued to the heirs and 
ſucceſſors of his majeſty. 


6. That his majeſty, windy the cſtives 
of parliament, as the general and ſu- 
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48 XS RES 
pream guardians of the trade andinduf 
try of this kingdom, may conſent, and 
for the future become ingaged to cauſe 
ſatisfaction to be made to the Indian 
and African- company; thoſe who are 
or may be aſſociated with, commiſſio- 
nated or permitted by them, and to any 
other merchants of or belonging to 
this kingdom, in caſe they or any of 
them ſhall from henceforward happen 
to be wronged or injured. by any prin- 
ces, ſtates or potentates in amity with 
his majeſty : and that inquiry may be 
made of all ſuch damages and injurys 
in order to repair the ſeveral loſſes of 
the party or partys concerned; and 
thereupon to ſtate, demand and procure 


national ſatisfaction at every n 


and ſitting of parliament. 
7. When any r matter of doubt ſhall 


_ 


re 


all 


O F T R ADE 0 
happen to be, berween his majeſty and 
the Indian and African company, or 
any merchants or mariners, of or be- 


longing to this kingdom; that the coun- 


cil of trade may explain every thing 

beneficially and favourably for the ſaid 

company, merchants and mariners. 
8. That all acts of parliament, cuſ- 


toms, uſages, or orders of this king- 


dom; in ſo far as they, or any of them 
are or ſhall be found contrary, or not 
conſonant to all or any of the fore- 


going propoſals or articles, may be re- 
re een _ declare d void. 


1 


3 PROPOSAL VII. 
OF, urs MAJESTY'S REVENUE. 


But ſinee ĩt may be objected on be- 


half” of his majeſty, that ſome of the 
foregoing propoſals may tend to the leſ- 
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ES the- hereditary and temporary 
revenues of the crown, I ſhall in the 
firſt place endeavour to clearſome points 
wherein the ſtreſs of ſuch objections 
may ſeem moſt. to lie, and afterward 
proceed to the propoſing an expedient 
capable of ſolving whatever may ſeem 


doubtful in this matter! c 
propoſed alterations in 


chi cuſtoms r foreign exciſe, may, in 


the beginni g, and before things be 
fully ſettled, come ſomewhat to leſſen 
that revenue; yet certainly the doub- 


ling the impoſitions on ſuch foreign 
growths and manufactures as ſhall be 


conſumed inthis nation, together with 


the increaſe of ſhipping and navigation, 
” which it's hoped will be the effect of 


heſe regulations, may not only be 


capable of compenſating ſuch firſt loſs, 


| n Tr D's. 
if any there be, but 


of raiſing this reve- 
nue in a very few years to near, if not 


quite double what it yields at this day: 


nor can the ſeveral incumbrances laid 
upon this fund for the protection, and 


ſecurity of foreign trade, be looked u- 
pon as any conſiderable impediment 
to this increaſe - ſince it would be 
hardly juſt or reaſonable to ſuppoſe 


that any ſuch infractions as are provid- 


ed againſt, ſhould be made at all, or at 
leaſt above once in an age. and thus 
as in the firſt deſign thereof, theſe 


incumbrances will doubtleſs rather 


prove a reaſonable and ſteady ſecuri- 
ty to his ſubjects, than any We real or 
ſenſible loſs to his majeſty. ' XI. 


Were things to continue upon Sick 
dn foot, the duty propoſed: to be 


laid on malt, might probably be ſome 
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alcho' but a very ſmall — to 
his majeſty's revenue, of home or in- 
land exciſe. but as the matter is de- 
ſigned this revenue, inſtead of receiv- 
ing any manner of prejudice, will here- 
by have a very fair and reaſonable pro- 


ſpect of being in a few years improved 


to one full fourth, if not to one third 
part more than what it now! yields, 
ſince by the erection of granarys or 
ſtores of corn, and funds of money, 
thoſe pernicious extremities of de: 
and cheapneſs, will be equally: ö tetent 
cd in the time to come; by which not 
only the malt, but the other ſorts of 
grain will naturally receive a much grea- 
ter benefit than what they are to give 
in the tax, or contribution propoſed. 
and ſince by the effects thereof, and the 
other parts of this deſign; the value 


e e 


7 
h 
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- induſtry; and in conſequence 


the conſu aption of this kingdom, may: 
in a ſmall time be raiſed to at leaſt one 


fifth n more, tha 


0 0 upon 80 a his majety' d 


revenue: will be ſo far from receiving 
any manner of prejudice by theſe pro- 
poſals, that t Re improvements of the 
two great branches of home and fo- 
reign exciſe, will in the end be much 
more than capable of compenſating the 
{mall diminution thereof, by the pro- 
poſed appropriations. but however in 


order to the removing or ſolving of 


any doubt, which may but ſeem to re- 
main after what hath been ſaid, the fol- 


lowing alternative is propoſet. 


Ihhat the council of trade may, Fi 
8 ſaid term of twenty years, be con- 


tuted general receivers of his majeſtys 
revenue of home and foreign exciſe; 


feu and blench duties and the crown. 


rents on the following conditions. 
THE ALTERNATIVE. That hey 
3 obliged to pay or cauſe be 


payed into the receipt of his majeſtys 
exchequer by equal quarterly pay- 


ments, a yearly ſum equivalent to the 
medium of what his majeſty's whole 
ordinary revenue has produced, during 
the laſt ſix years; the one half as he- 
reditary, to be payed during the whole 
twenty years, and the other as tempo- 
rary to be payed, only for the ſaid 
twenty years, if his majeſty (whom 
_ God Almighty preſerve) ſ ors _ 
live. on condition, h 
That all ſuch other ſum or Gen 


ſhall or may remain, over and above 


tl 
tl 


the ſaid medium of his majeſty's reve- 


e; || nues; may by the council of trade be 
+ | detained, and added to the fund, under 


- Þf their direction, management and truſt. 
y Thus upon the whole, tis hoped 


de the propoſal, at leaſt this alternative, 


's I vith relation to his majeſty's revenue, 
vill appear reaſonable beyond all ex- 
ception ; vhen it ſhall be conſidered; 
chat if the propoſal be admitted, then 


35 


i . 


the advantages, which this regulation 
will naturally bring to the main body 
of his majeſty's revenue, may be cap- 
able of much more, than compenſa- 
ting the propoſed appropriation of 
theſe inconſiderable branches thereof, 
and that on the other hand, ſhould the 
alternative be taken, it may juſtly be ex⸗ 
| pected, that by the prudent and ſteady 
management of the council of trade, 


„ D ri 

the 3 — of the whole will not be 
leſs advantageous, than theſe ſmaller 
| LPR d e bn er | 
And char wharſberer hall 15 pro- 
86088 either way, not one penny there- 


bol can go to particular or private profit, 


but only be as an addition to a fund 
which will by much, be the moſt na- 
tional, that ever was eſtabliſhed or 
thought 'on in this kingdom; and 
which among many other great and e- 
minent advantages, may in a few yeats 
be capable of caſing and f reeing this na- 
tion of all ſorts of extraordinary ta taxes 
for ever hereafter. 

And in the laſt place, ande his ma- 
jeſty's revenue may not only be hereby 
inſured, but rendred current, and ſo con- 
ſequently, at leaſt ten or twelve per cent. 
better to the government than hither- 
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his majeſty. 
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„ if not 
the loſſes of our compa- 


late attempts of foreign 
trade may be thereby added to this na- 
tional fund, which upon this occaſion 
would be no leſs ſatisfactory to his f 
jects of this kin dom, than 
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pela; let us now proceed to the rea- 
ſons, or: obſervations, on ſuch of the 
ſeveral articles thereof, as may wan 
explanation, 
appear any ee, bee $57, Fry „„ 


wherein there may 
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PROPOSALS: WR DO: ARTICLES. 
; "PROPOSAL W Akrierz 1. 
AN HE. ante olieteAte & "1 ee 
9 which have flowed from theſe 
eee ſources of the New- world, 
within this laſt twe o hundred, years, 
have ſo altered. the; pen nk of War, 
ſhaken the maxims of peace; and 0 
ther wiſe confounded as s well as amazec 
. the old: that all thinking men are new 

become highly ſenſible, how adyantz- 
geous it is fora people to promote and 
ſupport their trade, navigation and in- 
duſtry, and how dangerous it is to ne- 
glect it. 

But in matters 25 trade, the interel 


of particular men, ang that of their 


ART /ĩ/ĩ aA Ce: MCT ES 


— 


country's, is ſo far from being always 


the ſame, that they are ofttimes directly 


oppoſite to one another; tis the true 


intereſt of a country, that the many 
ſhould rather get every one a little, than 


a few ſhould get much, becauſe the more 


diffuſive and univerſal the gain, the 
more it will naturally contribute to the 
grow th and progreſs of induſtr 9 


whereas on the contrary, the more tis 


limited and reſtrained, the more it tends 
to the clogging and cramping thereof: 
tis for the moſt part the intereſt and 
inclination of particular men, rather to 
get twenty per cent. by dealing for one 
hundred pounds, than only five per 
cent. by dealing for five hundred: 


altho' by the latter, the nation would 
not only gain a fifth part more, but for 


the moſt part above three times as much. 
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and that of the public, but by other ac- 
cidents; the trade, induſtry and im- 
provements of this kingdom are but 


00 ., N I E 


i and doubtleſs, tis naitkingelſe but this 


ſeparateintereſt of particular men, from 
e public, which bath begot 
ſo many pernicious reſtraints, prohibi- 
tions, monopolys, excluſions and prae- 
emptions, as we find now in the world. 
the particular intereſts of men, 


too plainly and viſibly reduced to ſuch 


circumſtances; as will be found alto- 
gether irretrievable, but by 4 natio- 
nal council of trade, and à national 
fund of money for the carrying on and 
promoting the following, and ſuch like 
x8 particulars. 1. the imploying and re- 
> poor, and the W 


om: TR A D k. " "My 
a tional granarys and ſtores of corn, i0 
a as that the induſtry of this kingdom 
t may not, as hitherto, de at any time 
* clogged by extream cheapneſs, nor 
„ cruſh by the extream dearth of grain. 
. 3. che improvement of the mines, 
minerals, and other ordinary and ex- 
traordinary products of this kingdom. 


our manufactures, both in quantity and 
quality. 5. the ſetting on foot, pro- 
moting and carrying on that great work, 
of making ſalt upon ſalt, or refined ſalt, 
and there with the fiſheries of this king - 
dom. 6. the re 


ducing the intereſt of 
money to three per cent. per annum or 
leſs, not by force or Ong but by 
eaſy and effectual means, and which | 
can never be done; but by ſuch a con- 

ſtitution as a council of trade ought tio 


4. the improving and advancement ox 


0 6² = 6 ES UNC. 
be. 7. che effectual carrying on, coun- 
tenancing, e 2nd: OY the 
 aheforcigntrade.” . ina h ha 
And as theſe, and the like ha pre 
; SUSE can never be effectually I lit 
begun, carryed on or ſupported, but I ref 
by a national council of trade, and a N ca 
public fund of money, fr 


itable to the I ch 
weight and conſequence of the work; m 
ſo theſe to be appointed for the execu · ¶ tit 
tion, will have the m oſt weighty and on 
difficult taſkł of any company or coun: · ¶ de 
cil that is, or ever was in this kingdom; of 
and the qualifications requiſite to, and 
expectations of, thoſe who ſhall com- 
poſe this council, will be ſuch, that the 
hole collective wiſdom, and exper. 
ence of men in the kingdom, will be 
but little enough to chuſe and continue 
the ſucceſſion of perſons, fit for ſo 


tinuing th 


o EA nl. 66 

ghty a management and truſt; it is 
er pes, that the king ſhould 
have the annual nomination of the 
preſident, and that the eſ ates of nobi- 
repreſentatives of the Indian and Afri- 
can company, may equally have the 
choice of the councellors as the beſt 
method, not only for giving and con- 
greater national ſatisfacti- 
on, but for the preventing trade, or the 
deſigns thereof, from being made uſe 
of as popular handles either to a- 
muſe, or imbroil the ſtate; ſince by 
this 2 nnual -nomination of the preſi- | 
dent, the more direct and eaſy acceſs 
will not only be had to his majeſty, 
but the credit and glory of ſueceſſes, 
will in the perſon of this his repreſen- 
tative as to their centre, naturally re- 
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monarchical governments, whether re. 
gular or abſolute, the odium of \miſ-car- 
_ riages, or misfortunes, when they hap- 
pen, will intirely fall upon ſubjects; 
and thereby inſtead of le ſening the 
juſt authority, Or due reſpect of the 
prince, as they otherwiſemight; will on- 
ly contribute the more to the ſtrength. 
ning his hands in the matters of re- 
dreſs, or _—_— n, een time 
P 
AR TICLE 4. Wlinebip ale bre 
| 8 and cultivating of integrity 
and juſtice, and preventing the pre- 
valency of affection and compliment, 

in a matter of ſo vaſt a conſequence, 
as that of elefting of councellors of 
trade: it is propoſed, that none of the 


es! 
wy 


he 
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| claſſes or colleges of election may 
chuſe of their own number, unleſs two 


thirds at leaſt of the electors do concur 
in the choice; and likewiſe that the 
votes _y be taken " ſcroll and ſeru- 
_ „ | TFF. 
ARTICLE 5. i Itis alſo highly rea- 
finable; thar ud prefidents W 


tinue longer than a year, and that one 
in every three of the councellors ſhould 


be annually left out, and others choſen 
in their place, becauſe, that hereby, a 
greater number of fit perſons, will not 

only be bred to the buſineſs; but ſuch * 
as may prove otherwiſe than expected, 

may be more eaſily and quietly laid 
aſide: and yet, neither the thing itſelf, 
nor thoſe, who ſhall ſignalize them- 
ſelves therein, will be any thing near ſo 


= CcovncrL 
precarious or uncertain, as by an annual 
election of the whole. a 
ARTICLE y. Thoſe whowillbeat 
the pains to conſider the weight and 
conſequence of this truſt, will eaſily 
perceive, how juſt and reaſonable it is ; 
not only to excuſe, but even to exclude 
the preſident, and councellors of trade, 
from all other offices and dependencies 
" whathbever.. {> T_ 
"ARTICLE 9. As the puniſhments 
ol ſuch of the council of trade, as may 
come to be guilty of wilful nn 
fraud or breach of truſt, ought not to 
be ſo wild, looſe and extravagant, as 
moſt of our laws in the like caſes have 
been, ſo they ought to be ſuch as are 
juſt and adequate to the crime, certain 
in the execution, and durable in the 
examples and terror thereof. 


or TR ADB. 
ON PROPOSAL II. 

it _ ARTICLE I. This fortieth penny 
of all deſcents wherever praiſed, is 


found to be one of the moſt eaſy, in- 


ſenſible and equal dutys, that poſſibly 


c can be impoſed. ſince no man is ever 
e, obliged to pay this one until at the 
'$ fame time, he comes to receivethethirty 
nine. was this impoſition to be for ever 
ts payed as a meer charity, it would be 


y MW cxceedingealy ; for we find Jacobdedi- 
c, MW cated to this purpoſe a full tenth part 
o not only of what fell to him by acci- 


as dent, or the means of other people, 
„e but even of what he gained by his own 
re induſtry ; but ſince this ispropoſed to 
in be contributed toa fund, where chari- 
ic ty, and induſtry are united, and are togo 


hand in hand, it cannot properly, nor 


12 


„„ 
| ought to be conſidered as a tax, but me 
only as a good and neceſſary regulati-¶ bu 
on; where, by the contribution of this I is 
fortieth part, the other thirty nine may cu 
be made much more conſiderable, than Ml val 
the whole could be without it. Ncu 
ARTICLE 2. This fortieth part 
of the values in alienations, is alſo very 
reaſonable and eaſy, nor can there 
poſſibly be any material objection, un- 
leſs in matter of mortgages: or wodſets, 
as they are called, wherein indeed there 
ought to be ſome exception or conſi- 
derable caſe. this duty will be moſt 
naturally and caſily e by the Rn 
chaſers. 0 2 
ric 3. This ee part 
of the value of all manufactures, ought 
not to be conſidered as a duty, or an 
impoſition, not only for the reaſons 
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mentioned on the article of deſcents 35 % 
but becauſe the ends for which this 
is propoſed, being well and duly exe 
cuted, will add at leaſt, four times the 
value to the goodneſs, ſufficiency and 
currency of the manufactures, and 
commodities of this kingdom: this or 
the like kinds of dutys have been, and 
is ſtill payedi in ſeveral trading-placesof 

| Chriſtendom, and deſigned for the 

aforeſaid ends; as in the Gilds of the 

Hanſe-towns of Germany, the halls in 
Flanders; and by the duty called the 
Aulnage in England. but the execu- 
| tion of theſe truſts, having been only 
committed to private perſons, the dutys | 
have been rather applyed to the advan- 
tage of thoſe concerned, than to that 
of the commodities they were deſigned 
for: but this as now propoſed cannot 
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- Fai of Sia quite otherwiſe, wheni in 9 


the hands of a national conſtitution; 
whoſe buſineſs and intereſt will always 


be to promote the advantage of the 


whole, and not that of any particulars, 

ARTICLE 5. An impoſition of one 
twentieth part of the ſums or values 
ſued for in all actions and ſuits, where 


the party ſhall be found liable in expen- 


ces, will be a real national benefit; and 


yet, but a very moderate and eaſy re- 


proof to thoſe litigious and turbulent 
neighbours. 5 


ARTICLE 6. 'The 3 bf dds 


who are to be the ' guardians of the 
induſtry, will doubtleſs be the moſt 
natural receivers and controllers of the 


charity; ſince in all well ordered coun- 


trys, theſe two ought to be united into 


one e 400 Works to go ai ny, 


band. e 
AR TICLE y. AND 8. But when 
it ſhall be granted, that the foregoing 
impoſitions are not only propoſed to 

be the moſt uſeful and beſt applyed, but 
the moſtequal and eaſy that can poſſib- 
ly be raiſed in this kingdom; yet per- 
haps this tenth part of all ſorts; of 


| grain conſumed, or an equivalent in 


money, may ſeem heavy and grievous 
to thoſe who have not duely conſider- 


ed, or fully. weighed the caſe. for the 


better andclearer underſtanding where- 


| of, we ſhall ſay ſomewhat, 1. with re- 


lation to taxes and impoſitions in ge- 
neral. 2. of this upon corn in parti- 
cular. and 3. of the advantages and 
benefits that will ariſe 07 the fund in 
general, ” | 
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Taxes are ſometimes raiſed: for the 
er and ſecuri ty, ſometimes for the 
ornament; ſometimesforimprovement, 


and but too often for, or towards the 


bur, or ruin of a country. 
TLaaxing as well as all manner 5 o- 
5 5 and impoſitions hath 2 


twofold effect, a poſitive and a nega- | 


tive, in the firſt caſe, ſo muchas israiſ- 
ed, how inſenſibly ſoever, is certainly 
taken away from, and loſt to the per- 
ſon or circumſtances obliged topay. and 
in the ſecond caſe, it leaves a diflability 
equal, and in proportion to its weight; 
ſince not only the neat ſum, but the 
improvement and advantage that might 


have ariſen from ſuch a value, is like- 


ſtance: and therefore it is, that the dif- 
ferent ways of taxing, altho' for the 


| FFT 
ſame ſums, are ſo vaſtly eaſy or uneaſy 
e with reſpect to one another, and have 
t, fo very different effects: that reaſon- 
e able and moderate duties on the con- 
umption are ofigimes fo far from being 
> MW hurtful to a country in general; that 
a they naturally incourage frugality in 
„the rich, and induſtry in the poor; 
. WW whereas thoſe raiſed on the induſtry or 
y increaſe, have a clear contrary effect, 
.in ſo much that beſides the inequality 
d which muſt always be much greater in 
y If faxes raiſed on gaining than on ſpend» | 
; ing, the difference of the weight in 
je the general is uſually, as one to four; 
it Ml fo that a people in groſs, may be ſaid to 
„be at leaſt as eaſy in their taxes, when 
hey pay four on their conſumption 
chen, when but one upon their increaſe 
e Her induſtry” 8 8 | 


1 c oN L. ed 
10 ilulteme this, it 5 be 
ee that the conſumption of 
this kingdom may amount to about 
3,400, ooo lib. ſterl. per annum, altho 


the increaſe does not amount to quite 


ſo much, becauſe the nation is upon the 
decaying hand; and that altho the real 
number may be ſome what more, yet 
there are good grounds to think, that 


the beſt political number of the people 


of this kingdom will be Coo, ooo, and 
that probably one fourth part of theſe 
people do conſume above one half or 
1, 800, ooo lib. of the beforementi- 
oned ſum ; or to avoid fractions, not at 
all neceflary in theſe kind of computa- 
tions, about 4. ſh. 8 d. ſterl. per week, 


per head: wher eas the f other three g 


fourths of this maſs of mankind do 
not perhaps altogether ſpend one half 
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the beforementioned ſum, or not 
above 1, 600, ooo lib. per annum, or 
at the rate of about 16 d. ſterling 15 
week per head. 
Nov 8 tax could be en 
ly laid upon the conſumption of all this 
maſs of mankind, of the value of three 
pence per week on the rich, and one 
penny ſterling per week on the poor- 
e er ſort, if the ſeveral weights were no 
d greater than propoſed ; there are rea- 
c WW fons to perſuade, that this tax would 
T bring down the conſumption of the one 
to about 4 ſh. and 2. d. per week, 
at WW and raiſe the induſtry of the other, to- 
> WW wards 18 d. per week in the whole, 
k, or 2 d. per week more than now, that 
ee is to ſay, the one penny towards pay- 
Jo ment of the tax, and the other towards 
u living better than they now do. and 
K 2 


thi Joubileſs 4 à very ee tax 


might be raiſed without being n 
but rather beneficial to the nation. 
But ſince many of the taxes that 
could be impoſed upon the conſump- 
tion would be ſo uncertain and expen- 
ſive in the gallection, as that they could 
not be eaſily rendered practicable, for 
which and ſeveral reaſons that ſhall be 
given hereafter; this impoſition on 
corn is propoſed, and will doubtleſsbe 
found to be the moſt juſt, eaſy and rea | 
fonable exciſe, that can poſſibly mn 
_ in this kingdom. 
For altho' thoſe who are not dl | 
_ poſed to take much pains in any thing, 
may poſſibly be ſtill for continuing our 
ordinary ways of taxing, either as think 
ing them the readieſt, or becauſe they 
neither do, nor perhaps are willing to 


— 
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know any better; yet certainly the 


ceſs; pole · money, hearth-money, and 
ſuch like, do not only lie on the increaſe 


inſtead of the conſumption: but ſince 
the land rents of this kingdom do 


not at this day much, if at all, exceed 
1, 200, ooo lib. ſterling per annum, 
and that the conſumption of the nation 


is near three times as much, by compar- 


ing the inequality of theſe things, it may 
be reaſonably ſuppoſed, that every pen- 
ny raiſed by theſe ways are, nationally 


ſpeaking, as uneaſy to the nation, as five 
pence laid on the conſumption. and 
in like manner, ſince the foreign trade 
of this kingdom, that is to ſay, the im- 
portation and exportation thereof, is 
not to the other induſtry, as above one 
to ten at the moſt: therefore doubt- 
leſs all that part of the cuſtoms, or fo-— 


| 83 
1 . 
1 #1 
* 1 * 
l 1 
by - 
= 
a —— 
N 
+49 - 
2 * , 
»'4 Bo. 4 
2 
1 ” 
- 
5 27 
- | 
$745. 
— 43 
4-4 
þ + 
65 
2 
5 
* 4 
: 18 
4 
2 
þ þ- 
FA 
Sn 
* bs 
At 
* 
To 
Eg Ch 
TT 
ES) 
* 
* 
. 
>) 
4 ' 
by 
an X 
| 6 
or 
13 
= 
: Y 
1h 
„ 
vos 
$ 
: 
1 8 4 
TRIP 
np 
8 
Bo 
7 
1 . 
1 
3 * 
"FS 
5 
: 1 * 
1 
q F 
[ * 
1 
P 4 
a 
* 
5 
g 4 
A 
16: 
=Þ 5 
* 
2 
1 
ky - 
2 fl 
'. , 
5 
4 
2 
, = 
av 


5 reign exciſe, which lies on this particu: Ill fr 
lar part of the induſtry, may perhaps fo 

be near ten times as uneaſy to the king- IU ar 
dom, as ſo much would be when raiſed : 
on the general conſumption: but ſince Il fit 

it is the main deſign of the fifth pro- pi. 
poſal, to take off all that part of the li 
cuſtoms, that does or but ſeems to ly on > 
induſtry, ſhipping or navigation, and to I a: 
lay the ſame on the conſumption, it 
needs only be mentioned in this place. 
Of the great advantage and benefit | 
that may ariſe to a country, by eaſy and 
equal taxing, the Dutch are living e- 
amples; who in proportion to their 
_ Intrinſic value, pay the greateſt taxes 
in the known world, and yet are not 
only the moſt eaſy and induſtrious 
people, but there is no country / in 
Chriſtendom, where the rich are more 


8 ou * R A D E. 
- Frogal, the middling and induſtrious 
s Il fort of people live conn or the poor 
any thing near ſo well. 
2. But to come to this tax or impo- 
fon on corn in particular, as at preſent 
propoſed, beſides the foregoing and the 
elke reaſons, that may be given for ex- 
nc iſes in general, and for that on corn 
28 being one of the moſt eaſy, equal and 
it eaſily collected, there are weighty rea- 

bons for this, and this fort of impoſiti- 
on on corn in the preſent caſe, very 
particular to this kingdom: and which 
will make it plain, that this impoſition 
as deſigned, will rather be a good, ad- 
rantageous and neceſſary regulation, 
than a tax; ſince in the firſt place, the 
alternative in money, and the national 
granarys and ſtores of corn, which are 
propoſed hereby to be erected, will not 


T 


II 


only give all hich: of grain, a natural 
currency, but with good direction may 
raiſe the value thereof to at leaſt one 
fifth part more than what! it has hitherto 
been, and yet always prevent its riſing 


as well as falling to any great extremi- 


tys, for example, ſuppoſe that, the years 
in this nation ſhould, one with another, 
continue to be any thing like what they 
have been for ſeveral centurys paſt: 
and that the moderate price of corn in 
a medium were now reckoned at ten 
ſhillings ſterling per boll; by this 
means it may be kept between twelve 
and fourteen, and yet never be ſuffered 
to riſe to the extremity of twenty, or 
fall to that of ſeven or eight; ſo that by 


the means of this tenth, corn may not 


only be made and kept always a current 
commodity in time to come, without 


0 Pp T R A PDE. 
bengin danger of running to extre 


ties; but be made at leaſt one fifth pare 8 


better to the owners of land, and 


ofcorn than hitherto: the which good 


wiſe intende« 


effects, however othe1 


could never ſo naturally and eaſily 
follow X if the tax or impoſition her eby 


propoſed or the like ſums of money, 
were any otherwiſe raiſed * thus 


ee born 109 12155: 3 


Since there is hardly any — 


in Chriſtendom, more ſubje& to un- 
certain ſeaſons, than this kingdom it 
is very ſtrange, that ſome of the many 
ſtraits and neceſſities this nation hath 
been under, have not produced ſome 
ſuch national care and oeconomy long 
ere this. it is true ſuch great and un- 


vieldy ſocieties of men, as conſiderable 
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made up of ſo different, 3 and 


undue mixtures as this, ſeldom ever 
made any good or fundamental reform, 


but by accident or neceſſity: but al- 


tho we have not hitherto been bleſt 


by the accident of a capable and ſuc- 
ceſsful perſon or genius in the funda- 
mental matters of trade and improve- 
ment, yet it ſeems ſtrange, that none 
of the many and deſtructive famines 
this nation hath been expoſed unto have 
not e're this ſtirred up, and awakened 
the very maſs of mankind, to ſome ſuch 
national care and oeconomy as is here- 
by propoſed: for example, conſidering 
the price corn has been at, within this 
| laſt five years, and what quantities mult 
needs be conſumed in this kingdom; 
there cannot be leſs chan a ſum of 
400, 000 lib. ſterling or the value er 
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pended by the nation for corn; beſides 


little leſs ' than double that ſum in the 


fob of people and other damage. | 
Now, what ought the nation to 
give, were it neceſſary to be inſured a- 
gainſt ſuch accidents for the future? 
but more eſpecially, when they may 
not only be put in a way to have ſuffi- 


cient ſtores of corn for themſelves; but 


likewiſe conſiderable quantitys toward 
ſupplying their neighbours in ſuch miſ- 


fortiniae ſeaſons - 


Wiſe and prudent ſtates will wen 
far and lay in ſtores for the winter of 
years, as well as for the winter of days. 
Joſeph of old, by laying up one fifth 


part of the corn of the ſeven plentiful 
years, was enabled, not only to ſupply 
the land of Egypt, during the ſeven 
years of famine, but likewiſe moſt of 


132 


| all the neighbouring countrys. 


Which they have for this laſt ce 
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we ſee the Dutch at this day, Who 
altho they have little corn of their 
own growth in compariſon of their 
conſumption, and who are forced to 
pay dear freights, and warehouſe- room, | 
for what they get from abroad, and 


| beſides all this; conſidering the alter- 
native, do pay more than three times 
the duty here propoſed, and this not 
for national improvement, but for na- 


tional expence: and yet after all, as 
hath been ſaid, their middling ſort of 


people live as well, and their poor much 


better than any in Europe; beſides 


never been in any ſuch national ſtraits, 


as moſt of their neighbouring countrys; 
but on the contrary have been able, ta 
: their great profit, to export vaſt quan- 


0 F 7 NAD E 
tities of corn, to ſupply the wants of 
other nations. it, ine once 

I bere is no do 


ub „ plans 
ty and cheapneſs contributes exceed- 
ingly to extream dearth and want, and 
that like other extremities, they pro- 
duce one another; it was obſerved, that 
for ſeveral years, before the laſt five, 
corn was extream cheap and low, even 
as to diſcourage both the raiſer and 
neſs to an inſufferable degree: and this 
habit of idleneſs and ſloth contracted 
by plenty, concurring with the unac- 
countable neglect of the ſtate in not 
laying up ſome of the abundance againſt 
the time of dearth, and unfavourable- 
neſs of the ſeaſon; was doubtleſs none 
of the leaſt cauſes of the late n 
famine, 1 8 1 


G o u ner Ln 
benefit of granarys and ſtores of corn: 
conſidering its ſituation in the ſea, 
and the command this nation may have 
of the fiſhings, by which they may be 
able, among other wealth, to procure 
vaſt quantities of corn fitter for ſtores 
than that of this kingdom; and that 
altho' our ſoil be not generally ſo boun- 
tiful as that of ſome of our neighbours, 
yet ſince it is capable of much greater 
improvements than hitherto: certain- 
ly our country with reaſonable nati- 
onal-care and oeconomy, may be made 
not only capable of ſupplying itſelf 
at all times, ſuppoſing the ſeaſons to 
continue any thing like what they have 
been for ſeveral ages paſt, but may be 
eaſily brought into a cõndition of be- 

ing one of the greateſt ſtore-h uſes for 


gtain of Alabee country na e | 


ern world. now from hat hath been 
ſaid or what may be naturally deduced 
therefrom, it ĩs juſtly hoped, that both 
the raiſers and conſumers of corn, and 
all others who may think themſelves 
concerned, will ſee their accompts ſo 
advantageouſſy ballanced in the good 
conſequences and improvements pro- 
poſed, as not to remain in any furthet 
doubt with relation to the contribut- 
ing their n ſhares. to ache fore- 
ſaid fund. > 1044 10006 7 

But altho' bs 1 ww n= 
natu rally. accrue: to-this-nation in the 


matter and with relation to corn alone, 


be not only more than capable of bal- 
lancing this tenth ſhare, but even of 
all the reſt of the branches propoſed to 
this fund; yet there are ſeveral other 
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chemletes or with relation to this king- 

than this: and ſince people and 
theit induſtry are the trueſt and moſt 
ſolid riches of a country, in ſo much 
thatin-reſpe&to them, all other things 
arebutimaginary ; we ſhall in the next 
place ſpeak. of the employment of the 
poor: and by way of introduction ſhall 


here in the following ſcheme, not on- 
y give the amount of the contributions 
of the city of Edinburgh towards relief 


of the poor for the laſt year, being 
1699, but from thence our conjecture 
What the 1: 
to in the whole kingdom. 
Ihe contributions towards mainte- 
nance of the poor of the city of Edin- 
burgh excluſive of Leith; and the Can- 


nongate, and other out parts of the 


es not kG>confiderable; * 


me might bare 2 


; conſider the n 
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town, and of all hoſpitals, -appropria- f 
tions and mortifications, as they are 


called: as alſo of corporation chati- 
tys, and all manner of voluntary or 
concealed eharitys, which cannot be 
brought to account, for the laſt year 
being 1699 amounted to no 1 than 


the ee 4552 lib. 1 ſh. 8. 


—_— l r e 
Now] POW it is cad Leith, the Cari 
nongate and other out- parts are ac- 


counted as 75 is to 205. in the com- 


mon valuations, we ſhall in this caſe 


burgh. and W that their contri- 


butions to the poor for the year 1699. 
might have been about 15171. 7 s. oo. 
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altogether to be only, 
as one is to three, with reſpect to Edin- 
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00 . COUNT In. 
Let us likewiſe ſuppoſe that the 
hoſpitals, and all other 4 | 
ons to charitable uſes, and corpora- * 2000 00 o0 
tion charities in the city, and out- 
parts, may amount to 2 = 4 


And that there i is reaſon to believe, 
that the private charitys may be =. 
leaſt one- fourth part of the whole, or 0 2689 1 1 03 
as one is to three, which will be a- [ 
bout s T 


V 
And ſo that the ſeveral | 1517 07 o - 
ſums of "2000-00 05.57 
2689 16 3 
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Do in the whole amount to fp - mY 59 % a It 


at besten be recovered, the city of 
Edinburgh and out- parts, are in value 
really not above one twenty⸗ fifth part 
of the whole, or as one is to twenty 
four; nor in people above one twen- 


l 

3 1 

Now by the beſt accounts chat can 1 
c 
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tieth part, or as one is to nineteen with _ 
reſpe& to the reſt of the nation. ſo 
that if we ſhould ſuppoſe the whole 
nation in their contributions, to pay 
in proportion to this part, the yearly 
ſum payed towards relief of the poor, 
would be 268,981 1. 2s. 11 d. but 
ſince there are reaſons to think, that 
the town of Edinburgh in proportion 
to its value, doth contribute much 
more towards relief of the poor than 
the reſt of the kingdom: we ſhall 
therefore ſuppoſe, the ſameto be about 


one half over-rated in this matter: and 


ſoas the whole kingdom may in money, 


or money's worth, pay about 13 5000 l. 


per annum. 
Notwithſtanding which great aims | 

thus expended, it is very well known 

that the poor of this kingdom, if it 
M2 
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may be 0 ca not half re: 
whereas by this ee, the poor may 
not only be decently and convenient- 


ly maintained and perpetually and pro- 
fitably imployed, inſtead of being as 


hitherto, ſo inſupportable a weight u- 
pon both the induſtry and morality of 


this nation; but in about four years 
time or leſs, the kingdom may be for 
ever eaſed of at leaſt three fourths of 


this expence; that is, of the whole, 


_ excepting the voluntary charitys, which 
_ . doubtleſs one way and other amounts 
to above one hundred thouſand pounds 


| i > ſterling per annum, and is much more 
than all the other dutys e, to 


this fund. 0 
| So that was the aforeſaid fund TS 


anticipations thereupon, propoſed to no 


other end, but the erecting of national 
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granary s, or the maintaining of the 
poor, It would be exceeding well and 
profitably given by the nation, but hom 


much better then muſt it needs be be- 


ſtowed? when not only upon the one, 
but to anſwer the ends of both: and 
likewiſe of ſeveral other national im- ; 
provements of no leſs weight and con- 
ſequence, and which all of them have 

a certain natural connection, depen- 
dence upon, and relation to one ano- 


ther. 


Tbe honing ny mh may 
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in the next place come under our con- 


ſideration, and certainly there are none 
who have taken any tolerable pains to 
inform themſelves in this matter, but 


are convinced, that this nation is much 


better, and more conveniently ſituated 


for the fiſneries, than any other in . 
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„ Sovrwerny. 
known world; which makes the ne- 
glect thereof hitherto altogether | inex- 
cuſable as well as unaccountable in the 
inhabitants thereof. 

Upon: the firſt, and more ſaperficia 
inquiries, the vulgar ſentiments with 
relation to this matter,ſeem to be, that 
altho it be confeſt, the herring, white- 
fiſn, with no ſmall quantities of others, 


are much more complaiſant to the peo- 


ple of this kingdom, than to any other 
we know of on earth, in not only ſo- 
journing ſometimes near us; but in a 
manner taking up their PRE at our 
very doors, and in the very boſom of 
our country; when in the mean time: 

they are courted by others from far, and 
that our government forſooth in return 
bol theſe unparalleled civilities of the 

| | fiſh, have from time to time made the 


or TRADE. =. 


= I beſt laws and given the greateſt encou- 
© || cagement for fiſhing that is poſſible; 
e but the miſchief of all is, that by ſome 

occult quality 1 in, or inchantment upon 
al ¶ the people, they are by no means fit for 
ch the fiſheries, altho' the fiſheries be fo 
at WW incomparably fit for them. 5 


we find they arejuſt ſuch another maſs 


might be expected to be, when ſo bred, 


are very misfortunate, that good laws 


ther nations. 


But when, in order to diſcover this 
inchantment, we look upon the people, 


of mankind,as any ſuch number of men 
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Ar 


educated, uſed, and under ſuch circum- 
ſtances, as they have hitherto been; 
there ſeems not any material difference, 
only, if what is affirmed be true, they 


will not have the ſame kind of good 
effects with them, they ule to have in 
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No ſince as it hath been faid;iti is not, | 
zh all perceivable, that the people Ws, _ 
any material difference from others in 
their circumſtances, and that it is only 
from the good effects of laws, and from 
no other property whatſoever, that they I | 
can be properly called good; let us ven- 
ture to inquire into theſe good laws 
they ſpeak of, and ſee whether the in- e 
chantment, or any part thereof, ſor all 
theſe fine words, mo not lie lurking in 
C 0 
Ib be jirſt act af eee we find re- 
lating to fiſhing, is the 49. of the ſixth 
parliament of King James III. anno 
1474. whereby it is ordained, * that 
for the good of the realm, and the 
great increaſe of riches to be brought 
; from other countrys, certain lords 
ſpiritual and temporal, and burroughs 


r TRADE. oh 
© ſhould arder great ſhips, buſſes, and 
other great pink-boats, with nets and 


other utenſils and accoutrements for 
0 1 to be made. 


The ſecond is the 49. act of the 


fourth parliament of King James the 
IV. 1493. which mentions, the great 


and innumerable riches (as it is there 


expreſt) that were loſt to this king- 


dom for want of convenient ſhips and 


buſſes to be imployed in fiſhing ; 
© wherefore, for the great advantage, 


that might be thereby had, and to 


cauſe idle men, and vagabonds to la- 


* bour for their livings, and for eſchew- 


| © Ing of viceandidleneſs, and the com- 
mon profit, and univerſal welfare of 


the realm, his majeſty and eſtates 


* of parliament, appoints, that fiſhing. 


' ſhips and buſſes of twenty tuns bur- 
roy 
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„„ 
then and upward be made in all bo- 
* roughs, and towns of the realm in 

proportion to the ability, and ſub- 
© ſtance of each town. 

'The third is the 98 act Lat 'the 
ſeventh parliament of king James the 
Vth anno 1540. whereby among o- 
ther things it is enacted, © that no man, 
* merchants or others ſhould ſend any 

« white fiſh out of the realm, butpermits 
© ſtrangers to come and buy them of 
* merchants, or free men of burroughs 
with ready gold or ſilver, or bartering 
« of ſufficient merchandize for the ne- 
ceſſary uſe of their houſes only. 

Le paſs over ſome others of leſs mo- 
ment, as they ſtand in the ſtatute book, 
we ſhall come in the fourth place to the 
Goth act of the fourth parliament 
of King James the VI, anno 1573 
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OF TRADE. 99 
whereby it is declared, that foraſmuch 
cas it was heavily complained, how that 
© the whole layers of all kind of fiſhes 
within the realm, not regarding the 
acts made by our ſovereign lord's 
deareſt predeceſſors, which are that, 
* when herring and white fiſh are ſlain, 
they ought to be brought to the next 
adjacent boroughs or towns, where 
the ſlayers thereof do dwell, to the 
effect that the leiges may be firſt ſerved; 
and that if abundance hath occurred, 
they may be ſalted and tranſported 
by free burgeſſes: by the negle& 
© whereof our ſovereign lord is greatly 
* defraudedof his cuſtoms, and the good 
ſubjects of this kingdom wants the 
fruits of the ſea appointed by God, 
for their nouriſhment: and the bur- 
* geſſes, and free-men of boroughs diſ- 

N2 


6 "Hp vo 
Therefore our Gi ends with 
advice and conſent of his regentsgra 


and the eſtates of parliament, ordains, 
* thatall fiſhers, and others whatſqever, 
* who ſhall happen to ſlay any herring, 
or white-fiſh, do bring the ſame to free 
ports, there to be ſold, firſt commonly 


to all the ſubjects, and afterwards the 


* remainder to free-men, under pain of 
_ © confiſcation, not only of the fiſh, but 
of the ſhips, and of all the moveables 
of the offenders. 

_ Thus we have here a brief v view of 


the ancient laws, relating to the ſiſhe- 


ries, as much in their ſenſe and man- 
ner of expreſſion, as the property of 

our preſent way of ſpeaking will allow, 
and beſides which there are likewiſe 


ie 


| boroughs, was the beſt method they 
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other acts of the ſaid King James the 
ſixth, to the ſame or like purpoſe. 
By the firſt two of theſe acts we 
plainly ſee, that our ene very ſin- 
cerely endeavoured to begin and carry 


on the fiſheries, and that the recom- 


mending the ſame to the great men and 


could light . in theſe raw n early 5 
times. 

And altho this was ao very weak) 
looſe and precarious foundation, yet it 
ſeems the encouragement and advan- 
tage was ſuch, that in leſs than ſeventy 
years after, the fiſheries were become a 
tempting morſel for a ſett of avaricious 
huckſters, and monopoliſts, who under 
ſpecious pretexts of the good of the 
kingdom in general, and of the bo- 
roughs in particular, firſt, by the act 
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1540, Wes afterwards by that fink one 
of 1573. and thoſe which followed, 
inhanced the whole to themſelves, 
which doubtleſs, like monopolys, ex- 
cluſions, pracemptians, reſtraints and 
prohibitions in other caſes, firſt, in- 
ſenſibly ſtopt the further progreſs and 
improvement, and afterward by degrees 
dwarffed and cruſht the fiſheries of this 


kingdom to ſuch a degree, that inſtead 


of exportations worth any mention, 
the nation hath not for a long time 
been in a condition to furniſh itſelf, 
one half of what fiſh might be reaſo- 
nably conſumed therein; nor is what 
we havecommonly half fo good, and 
wholeſome, as by national care and in- 
duſtry it might otherwiſe be. 

As on the one hand,we cannot nor 
ought not in reaſon or juſtice to ſup- 
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poſe, that their then reſpective maje- 
ties and eſtates of parliament deſigned 
any thing by theſe two laſt mentioned 
acts, but the good of the kingdom in 
general, and of the fiſheries thereof in 
particular; ſo it muſt needs ſeem ſtrange 
to thoſe who have any thing deeply 
and ripely conſidered this matter, to 
think how, and by what means poſſible 


the parliaments could be moved to 


pals ſuch acts, as not only by their fatal 


conſequences, but even by the plain and 
apparent ſenſe and meaning thereof are 
ſo pernicious and deſtructive, not only 
to the increaſe and improvement, but 


to the very nature, and being of the fi- 


ſheries, to load them with excluſions 
andpracemptions,which,all things con- 
lidered, were not leſs but rather more 
heavy and burthenſome that one hun- 
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= per. cent. impoſition: could: hive 
been without them, inſomuch that in- 


ſtead of incouragements as was preten- 


ded, had they conſidered, not only days, 


but many years, they could hardly have 


thought. of a more gradual. and inſen- 


ble and COL ſequently a more certain, 
effectual and miſchievous way to cruſh 


- and ruin the fiſheries of this kingdom. 


But with relation to this, we need 


bo not doubt but the monopoliſts and 


| s of that age had every whit as 


5 { 4a ung fair and ſpecious pretences as 
ſome of the fame kidney and brood. 


have in this, we may be ſure they repre- 


3 . 05 ſented to the parliaments and people 
in theſe times, that altho' indeed the 


it of this 


far- greateſt | part of the { 


country was none of the beſt; yet ful- 
ly to compenſate this defect, it had pleaſ- 
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ave i ed Almighty God, toi give unto the 
in- inhabitants thereof, no leſs than the 
en- MW abundance of the ſea, the inexhauſtible 


ys, and unyaluable fiſheries for their nou- 
ED BR, {i | 1 | | 
ave riſhment and ſupport, that theſe fiſhe- 


85 4 ON ns - 1 <4 8 . PSI 
en- W ries wereſo naturally inherent to andin- 


ſeparable from this kingdom as left no 


uſh room to fear, or reaſonable ground of”. 


2m. W apprehenſion that the induſtry of ſtran- 
ced gers herein could ever come to interfere 
and MW or cope with that of ours, ſince they had 


it as in the firſt place long, expenſive and dan- : 


5 as gerous voyages to make before they 
could come at the fiſh. and in the ſe- 


few months in the ſummer; and both 
they and their veſſels muſt ly idle for 


the year: whereas on the other hand, 
our coaſts were not only invironed 


0 


cond place, they could fiſh but for ſome 


all, or at leaſt moſt part of the reſt of 0 
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5H and Wee with fifth; bbs our 
many and ſpacious inland lakes and 
ſounds were in a manner filled there: 
with, ſo as the inhabitants of this king 
dom, could not only fk with inconſi- 
dcerable expence and danger; but in 
one ſort of profitable fiſh or other, dur- 
ing the whole ycar, without interrup- 


| tion: ſay they, the e 
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th ings conſidered, 
we need not be at the expence, trouble 
; 1 or danger of carrying our fiſh to ſtra * 
gers, if they will have any, they -ſhall 
fetch them themſelves, nay;not only ſo, 
but therignorance and: preſumption of 
theſe monopoliſts was riſen to ſucha 
height, that they would needs have the 
ü Parliament to take meaſures for prevent: 
ing the people from being cheated: by 
_ felling their fiſhto ſtrangers on credit, 


. a bad comniodity or inſufficient 


wel Sedo get FRIES, e 


tar for the future men ſhould take: no- 
thing but ready gold, ſilver, or good | 


and current: commodities. equivalent in 
exchangefor their fiſh: and leſtj not- 8 
withſtanding all this, ignorant ſiſher- 5 
men or other ſuch like people ſſiould 


{ell their fiſh for half nothing, or too 
cheap to foreigners; therefore after 


all, none but free burgeſſes ought to be 


intruſted with the diſpoſition of theſe 5 


national jewels. but on the other. 


hand, the better to gain the affection 
and countenance of the giddy and un- 


thinking multitude, to all this ſophiſtry 


they flattered them with a pretended. 


pracemption, which was but meerl 
| Imaginary to the poor people, but real 
and effectual to the monopoliſts. for we 


may be ſure that however low and 


=. - . 0 UNC r L 
7 gi the price of fiſh might! be at the 
= very firſt, till moſt of the beſt fiſhers ' 
| and ſea-men were by that means forced 
abroad to foreign countries, and driven 
from the fiſhing at home; yet that in a 
ſhort time after theſe excluſions and 
pracemptions, ſuch of the fiſhers and 
ſea-men as remained and were not in 
7 league with the huckſters, happened ſel 
dom if ever ro meet with extraordinary 
markets for their fiſh, ** or im- ; 
een for/themſelve. 
As the monopoliſts had their pan 
and particular baits, hooks, or nooſes 
for their ſeveral and various forts of | 
fiſh, we need not doubt but they had 
them likewiſe for the different degrees, 
and capacities of men: with the com- 
mons this pretended and ſham prae- 
emption went doubtleſs very well 
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r T * A Dr. 1095. 
down, and the nobility and gentry, _ 
might likewiſe acquieſce as knowing _ 
little or nothing of the nature of the 
thing, but the chief and moſt ſenſible 
motives of the kings and parliaments 


ſeems to have been, that ſince the bur- -_ 


zoughs by reaſon of the fiſhing, and the 
many good conſequences thereof, were 
become rich and able to contribute 


1ery conſiderably to the public duties 


and impoſitions, that therefore partly - 
as they thought to caſe themſelves; and 
partly becauſe ſome of them might poſ- 
ſibly be envious or repine at the pro- 
ſperity of the ſucceſsful traders, ſome. 


tax or impoſition might, by inſtigation 
and conſent of the nobility and gentry, 


be laid on the fiſhing : as likewiſe on 


the burroughs for their trade, which 
by the monopoliſts, we need not doubt, 
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and that under pretence of gaining 


theſe monopolies for the burroughs, 
who they might pretend were there- 


fore taxed, they really got them for 


themſelves. for in all ſuch like preten- | 
ces as theſe, tho' the good of ſome : 
public thing or other appears upper- | 


moſt; yet private intereſt and perſonal 
regards, are always at the bottom. but 


however it was, we need not doubt 
but they as much perſuaded: the par- 
d people of theſe tirives, that 
by the meer means or ways of mono- 
5 poly, praeemption and excluſion, they 


could hedge in the herring, code and 


other ſorts of fiſh}; as ſome of the ſame 


ſtamp have, not a few of ou rneighbours 


in Englarid, that they can thus not on- 
ly dn wool, but hinder Fi | 


ot any thi 1 


or r* A DE. 111 
like it to grow elſewhere: 
or that they can heap up wealth by 


hedgingout the Iriſn cattle, the F landers 
manufactures or ſuch like. and that 


althoꝰ this matter be plain to us now, 
when it has hadi its full effect, yet cer- 
tainly j it could not be ſo to them, orwe 
may be ſure, our anceſtors would ſoon- 


er have conſented to ſell the monopo- 
liſts to Turkey, than to grant them ſo 
deſtructive and fatal praeemptions and 


excluſions, as theſe with relation to the 
| hes hayebeen. 11 $1429 | 


So that upon the whole we may ge 


1 conclude, that it hath not been by 
the bad obſervation of. good laws, as 1 18 


ignorantly pretended by ſome; but ra- 


ther by the good obſervation of bad 
laws, that the fiſheries of this king- 
dom have been cruſnt and ruined: and 
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that not ing wy pernicious to trade 


monopolys — exclu Gon er. 


under the glorious and ſpecious pre- 
the good of t he public, and in 
particular of the royal burroughs: but 


in reality only deſigned and applyed to 


gratify the intereſt, avarice and hu- 


mours of a very few private men, could 


ſo totally have effectuated this matter. 


In order to riſe happily, nations and 


great ſocieties, as well as particular per- 
ſons, ought in the firſt place to conſi- 


. der woll, how and from whence they 


4 | . are fallen. where fore until ſome fur- 


ther and more ample account can be 
had of the matter, this brief x view, of the 
moſt open and apparent cauſes, firſt 


of the diſcouragement and decay, and 
* of the 5 loſs of the file. 
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nies of this kingdom, may be of uſe at 


lefty to 1 as are 
rmingthemſchres more fully 


But Fg fanie a have had their 
n on this matter, ſeem to be of 
opinion, that whatever might be the 
firft cauſe of the diſcouragement and 
lof of our fiſheries; yet the 39 2& of 


the firſt parliament of King Charles the 
anno 1661. gave ſufficient en- 


for retrieving thereof, 


here inſert the ſubſtance of that act, 


obſervations thereupon. 
*he tenor and principal ſubſtance 
whereofis to the following purpoſe. 
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and capable people: we: ſhall 
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(ment, ee benefits 


and great advantages which may ac- 


g erue to him and this his antient king- 
dom by the improvement and pro- 
© moting the fiſheries thereof, as that it 
* will not only be a nurſery for ſea- 
f faring men, and a ſpeedy occaſion of 
building of ſhips, as well for the uſe 
of his majeſty as that of his ſubjects 


© both in peace and war, but likew 


© be a means of ſetting many poor and 
idle perſons on work and furniſhi - 
the materials of a great native export 
| © for the inriching his majeſty's king- 
dms, by a ſure: foundation, of nude 
und ecommerce: bod 
For which ae his ee ed 
the ſaid eſtates of parliament, erects 
and eſtabliſhes particular ſocieties or 


companies of ſuch of his majeſt'ys na- 


A 


N ty 
_ 
ES 
MH 


born, or naturalized ſubjects and 
8 their ſueceſſors as ſhall put in the ſum 
of five hundred merks Scots or more 
into the joint ſtocks of ſuch ſocieties 
* r companies, into a body politic and 
corporate, to have a joint ſtock and 
power to fiſn in all and every the ſeas, 
channels, rivers, floods and lakes of 


this kingdom, and iſlands thereunto 
belonging, and to bring in and diſ- 
| 5/burthen ſar | 


h herrings and other fiſh, 
to all ports, harbours and ſhoars, and 


to lay the ſame on land, to pickle them 
with ſalt, and to dry and load the ſame 
in barrels and puncheons, to build 


© houſes or little cottages and other 
things neceſſary for the uſe of the 
aid fiſhing- trade, in all places conve- 
© nienit; for and upon the payment of 
#1 twelve W ſterl. for each laſt of” 
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* n en ba a Pri left! in 
+ otherwiſe, afterward to be declar 
free of one 


or other of the ſaid com. 
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Thus we phe: _ miles the 


f 90 material ſubſtance of this act, 


which altho' it be a monopoly, and the 


act itſelf appears ſomewhat confuſed; 
yet there is no ground te doubt bit 


the original promoters thereof borhiti- 


tended and have in effect actually the re- 
by done ſervice to their country, but 


certainly not in any proportion to whit 


17 they ſeem to have deſigned, and alths', 
as hath been ſaid, this act be a mono 'oly; 


as appears both by the import and the | 
practice thereof afterwards; yet was it 
ncor tray mens than 


LFOL 8 monopolies of the 


red 


* 


| „ OST EaDw ng 
1 Kiogi, James the : V and. VI, and had 
it been made at any time during the 
D hlt twenty or thirty years, after that 
+ || fatalat of the year 1 540, whilſtthere 
was yet ſome life, and conſequently 
e | hope, in the then ſinking fiſheries, it 
F might have revived and perhaps in ſome: 
e part continued them to us to this day, 
but not being thought of, till above 

one hundred and twenty years had 
2 paſt, when doubtleſs all the old fiſhers: 
and materials of the fiſheries were not 
only gone, but long ſince quite extin&, 
and! in a manner utterly forgotten; in 

ſuch a caſe as. this, it was morally im- 

e this aft could recover the fiſh 
We e fe y. bad hs 2& hain 1 
© | in dime, as it would doubtleſs have 
e eaſe for the preſent; ſo 1 11 
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the trade of this ſide of the 3 


which there are good reaſons to be 


to this day, all ien they loſt and * 


2 


given they might otherwiſe have had 


£3 
— 


of wha 
and not only the Hanſe-towns, have 
been thus, as it were, inſenſibly and 
conſequently the more effectually ruin- 


n thence) by inhancing the price, 
they had, or did too much. 


ed; but by this means within this laſt 


two ages, Spain and Portugal, have been 
| able, if not to exhauſt, at leaſt in the 

greateſt part to bankrupt away the very 
Indies, having already brought things 
to ſuch a paſs, that moſt other nations 
are not only able to do things by ſea 
or land, a third or fourth part cheaper; 


but in many caſes three or four times 


as cheap as they. 

Perhaps ei is not any one part 
or piece of trade in the World, but might 
and would proſper better without than 


Q 
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terwards the greateſt part of themſelves | 
any m word that had its derivation 


8 
e 
2 3 
** d 
>. RE 4 
AY 1 
— 3 
1 
1 
SF 721 
.; 15%] WE 
9 $1.9 
i 
r 
+ LR 
"Fi FAY 
. 
N $3) 2 ; 
© {24 
4 8 Wy” 
„ 
1 
1 
"LIE 
r 
> 2 jus 5 
3:08 
20 4 
; 
1 
= 
74 4 che 
een 
F SPATE 
Y 4 
; m_— 

i bo 
e 4 
FR; > 
1 
F n 
1 5 L 
3 
„ 
3 
1 V * > > » 
. 

1 22 
7 3 N 

eee 
r 
ml: ON 
23% T's 
24'S 7 1, 8 
f . 11 
5 * a4 
„ 
. 
1 
1 
4 1 
TG 
_ 
n 
1 EIS 
SAWS 
e 
: CY 
„ 
1 
. 
. 
n 
0 * 
_ x 
_— 4 
K 
. 
1 
by 2 A 
air 
„ 
7 : A 8 
125 h TEES 
= 
e 
1 
1 
BS 3 
8 * 
= 
13 
4 - 
1 * 
8 
1 
. 2 Sy c - 
8 een 
. 
n 
: -y! 4 We 
N ne N 
7 1 
. 
005; (4 
7 N 0 . 
_ 
1 
6 5 
4 1 
1 
8 OM 
, 4 5 1 
y "== 5 
> ® "us 
* e 
| * 
3 
1 
4 o - * BM 
+ 
4 R Ac 
; + 4 
r 
2 * 
x: 0 
a to 25 
4 2 1 
: 250 0 
+ . 1 4 
ES 1 
+ -x IS 
= $1 
0 1 I 
1 
1 
4. Wt 
5 Ry 
5 IDE 
*L "$48 
1 3 5 IJ 
4 N 
1 
2 
J *. Be be 2 
5 4% * 
1 
" . 2 * 
: "I TE 
*, + = 
4 wi” TIS 
5 4 2 4 * 
. = 
3 
1 "I'D + WH 
** 2 
e 
| & 
3 * 
-- 2 . 
4 Y COLE 
aA 1 "Xt 
b SLES 
14 1 
* a 
4 75 
+ "AE: 
V FF 
. 1 * 
4 r 
' FRESH 
8 
5 t 
| Shs 5 
i WTI, 
+. 
c * 1 
v8 INES 
* 1 ; 4 
J + >. 
4, F a * 
9 


EE . 
pe 1 Y 


5 in 2 en ch unleſ ain in 1.2 very few 
and ſingular caſes, and never but where 


the monopoly i is qualified with an eaſy 
and reaſonable permiſſion, but the very 
nature of the fiſheries, and all other 

' ſorts of bulky and diffuſive, trades, f is 


utterly oppoſite to a monopoly or any 


ſort of reſtraint; and ought to be free 


do. all the inhabitants or thoſe who 


will come to be inhabitants of a coun- 


try as the air they breathe in; for altho 
by reaſon of the great advantage this 


nation hath in that matter above others, 
and the common advantage there is of 
thirty, forty or more per cent, above 
the current price by overtaking, the 
| firſtand flower of the foreign markets 
for herrings, which inthe whole never 
amount to many hundred, not toſpeab 
of thouſand laſts] in aqear ſome ſmall 
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ä EY inconfiderable part thereof, might 


be e carr) red on by monopoliſts, at leaſt 


for a time, and untill they ſhould come 


gradually to inhance their preſumption 


andy prices, and leſſen their induſtry, to 


an exorbitancy ; yet can it never come 
to any thing like that perfection, or 
even ſo as to make one tenth part of 


the progreſs, which may be juſtly ex- 
| pected from a national wien and | 
cate herein. | BY 


And for clearer light! in this matter, 


let us take a brief view of the preſent 
tate of the fiſheries, and therein con- 
ſider the difficulties we are like to meet 
with; in our proſecuting thereof, as 
well 2 as the encoutagements we have, 
notwithſtandin gto perſevere in caſe the 
beſt ways, and moſt reaſonable methods 


be propoſed and followed for the pro- 
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bred up, experienced and in a manner 
naturalized, and hardned in, and to all 


as 4-00 a $40 © 
monng and carrying on of this deſign. 


In the taking of which view, we ſhall 
find that ſome of our neighbours, e- 
ſpecially the Hollanders are not onl7 


4. 


the parts of navigation, eſpecially to 


the fiſhings; but they have all maden: 


and manufactures relating thereun 


in the greateſt perfection among thems: | 


| ſelves: they have a vaſt native-cons: 
ſumption which not only gives their 
fiſh always a living price at home, but 
enables them to keep great ſtocks and 
quantities to ſupply the markets and 


countrys abroad: their being known 
and practiſed in the trade, gives not on- 


Iy rheir fiſh a currency in foreign parts, 
but their vaſt demands of corn and 


other commodities produced by the 


of n A DE. 123 
northern and eaſtern countrys, which 
the take in returns, puts them i in a 

manner out of hazard of tranſporting 
y 1 their fi ſn only upon the proſpet of a 
I ſingleor outward freight. their coun- 
= try 1s not only more free from reſtraints, 
I prohibitions, monopolys. praeemptione 
1 as excluſions than any in Europe, 

I dut che intereſt or price of money which 

commands all things they have ex- 
- || ceeding low even at the rate of two, 

or two and an half per cent per annum. 
and they have a free and favourable f 
1 nenen to trade. "os 2 
| | On the other hand, as the matter 
a now/ ſtands, we want both breeding 
up to and experience in the fiſnings, 
„ and navigation, and are in a manner 
d | wholly deſtitute of the trades, tradeſs Lt 
e | menand manufactures fit for or relat- bo 
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126 ebe e 1 e 
ing thereunts: we not obly int 
native conſumption to give f 
and uphold the currency, but alſo 4 
reputation in foreign markets for dur 
fiſh: and 'as things are now ſtated, the 

| commodities of the northern and eaſ- 
tern countrys on the continent, uſual- 
p taken off by the Hollanders as re. 
turns for their ' fiſh, are by no means 


fit for this 'country, inſomuch as 'w 


are almoſt always liable to the bag 
of exporting them on ſingle freight. 
the intereſt or price of money with 
aus, reckoning one thing with another, | 
s nearer treble than double what it fr 
with the Dutch. we are not only ſtill 
clogged, peſtered and inchanted with 
reſtraints, prohibitions, pracemptions 
and excluſions ; but very late as well 


as; former INS hay Tufficiently 


upport 
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rayght uh [that our government hath 
: hi ther to been far enough from being 


eo favourably. conſtituted, or even 


inclined to trade and improvements. 


It is true the difficulties we labour 
onder. are, generally adventitious and 


| Sl 496. therefore, ſuch as may 


> 


this. remove. or rf can never be 
Y made but at the expence of much mo- 
| 1 
ney, care, pains and time. 


0 For altho by the chabliſhmene of a 


council of trade as is propoſed, and o- 
ther gracious conceſſions of his majeſty ' 
in this ſeſſion of parliament, both the 


conſtitution and inclination of our go- 
vernment with relation to trade, may 
come to be quite altered for the better; 


yet doubtleſs, the other obſtacles will 
not be removed but gradually and with 
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time. ahve very rownalh and. nes peri- 


ence of our people, abſtracted from the 
reſt of the difficulties we lye under, We 
compared with other things of this na- 


ture, cannot reaſonably: be reckoned 


at leſs, than one third part or fifty 
per cent. diſadvantage, and perhaps a- 
lone is capable of out- balancing all the 
natural advantages we have in this 


matter, and doubtleſs the value or 
weight of the other dificultcs we 


have at preſent to ſtruggle with in re- 


ſpect of ſome of our en is 


. lctle leſs conſiderable. 
Thus, altho' by reaſon of the vaſt 


numbers of herring and white-fiſh in 


all our channels, inletts and lakes, the 


beſt and greateſt banks or ſholes of 
white-fiſh among our weſtern and 


norther n iſlands any where found, the | 


: 
ql 
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gte teſtand principal ſcholes of herring | 
not only never above ten or twelve 
leagues from our ſhores, but ſeldom 
more from ſome good and convenient 
harbour during the whole ſeaſon. this 
nation hath for the home conſumption 


more than half, and near if not quite 


one third part or fifty per cent natural 


advantage for the exportation of theſe 


kinds of fiſh above any other in Chriſ- 
| tendom, yet the foregoing particulars, 
together with paſt experience, may ſerve 


convince us, that theſe natural ad- 
vantages of ours are not only equalled 
but ſo far over-ballanced by the arti- 
fical and adventitious difficulties we 
labour under; that in all probability 


the national fiſheries cannot, or at leaſt, 
are never like to be recovered by the in- 
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duſtry of private 5 ny ſimp- | 
1y. conſidered as ſuch: and if it be im- 
poſlible at leaſt not probable that the 
fiſheries can be recovered by private 
men, they can certainly much leſs by 
monopolies or great and unwieldy ſo- 
cieties, ſince great ſocieties in matters 
of trade, have not only naturally a 
much more unwieldy, looſe, uncertain 
and conſequently leſs thrifty and in- 
duſtrious management than leſſer com- 
panys and particular partnerſhips of 
men; but if ſuch ſocieties have the mo- 
nopoly for any thing it is ſtill much 
worſe, ſince we may be ſure this will 
not only heighten their preſumption, 
but ſlacken their induſtry the more. 
But that we may be the better able 
to diſtinguiſh between the intereſts of 
Particular men, whether monopoliſts 
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or r otherwiſe, and that of the nation in 
this matter of the fiſheries ; let us con- 
ſider, that could we (as we hope in 
time) once come to have ſufficient 
quantities of refined ſalt made for the 


fiſheries and other uſes here at home, 
as things a are now ſtated, and accordin g 


to the preſent value and denominations 


of money, a laſt of ready cured and 
packt herring or white-fiſh would 


poſſibly in foreign materials and work- 
manſhip, not ſtand the nation in quite 


forty ſhillings; whereas ſuch a laſt 


of fiſh might ſtand private men, but e- 
ſpecially unwieldy ſocieties or mono- 
poliſts, at leaſt nine or ten pound ſterl. 
per laſt in a foreign market. now in 


ſuch a caſe it is viſibly the intereſt of 


particular men, whether concerned in 
a joynt-ſtock or otherwiſe, rather to 
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ſell 100 laſt for twelve Kot per cla, 
whereby they might get about twenty 
per cent. for their money; than to 
ſell ten thouſand laſt at ten pounds 
per laſt, where they could get nothing 
but labour for their pains. but on the 
other hand by the hundred laſt at twelve 
pounds per laſt, the nation could only 
get one thouſand pounds, whereas by 
the ten thouſand laſt at ten pounds per 
laſt; the gain thereof would be no leſs 
than 80, ooo lib. or 80 times as much. 
It is not only a received maxim in 
trade, that the fall of the price of any 
current commodity heightens or raiſes 
the conſumption proportionable; at 
| leaſt to ſome certain degree, which it 
cannot naturally paſs, and that conſe- 
quently the riſe of the price will ſink 
the conſumption in the like propor- 
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tion; but in this particular caſe of fiſh; 


ha h been and is the opinion of n many ; 


conſiderable merchants, and experiens 


ced perſons herein, that if the price 
of herring and other ſalted Or cured 
fiſh were ſunk one fourth, or perhaps 
but one fifth part lower than in a me- 
dium, (taking peace and war together) 


it hath been for the laſt forty years, 


and if a little more care were taken in 
the curing and packing thereof than 


uſually there is, all which could with 


care and induſtry be very well done, 
allowed, and born both by the Dutch 


and us, that this would create a demand 


of more than double the ſalted or cured 


fiſh now conſumed in Chriſtendom, and 
conſequently imployment for at leaſt 
double the people therein, beſides we 
need not doubt, but were there two or 


134 e % U ne 
three ſorts of ſellers inſtead of one, chat 


even that would naturally give much 


more life and ſupport, both to induſtry, 
and the currency of the commodity. 
Nov in ſuch a caſe as this, and that 


2 kingdom, for inſtance, had a de- 


mand of ten thouſand laſt of fiſh yearly 
from foreign parts, it would doubt- 
leſs be their intereſt to have the price 
of their fiſh ſunk from ten to eight or 
one fifth part, if they could be aſſured 
that inſtead of ten thouſand laſt at ten; 


they ſhould now by this means. have 


a demand of double that quantity, or 
twenty thouſand laſt per annum at 


eight; becauſe thereby the nation, in- 
ſtead of gaining only eighty thouſand 


pounds per annum would now get one 


hundred and twenty thouſand, or a 
third part more, beſides the h 
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in their conſumption at home, but in 
ſuch a caſe, particular men, eſpecially 


ſuch as had the monopoly, would ra- 
ther be for advancing the price than 


lower ing ther eof, they would rather b e 


for ſelling, if it were but one half, or 


fifty laſts, inſtead of a hundred, at a 
fifth part more, than double, or treble 


for any thing conſiderable. of a leſſer | 


8 theſe and the like inſtances that 


might be given, it may plainly appear 
how impoſlible it is for the national 
| fiſheriesto be any thing like effectually 
retrieved by private or particular men, 
either out of, or much leſs in a mono- 


poly, or indeed any other way, but by 


national care and expence: not for the 
prohibiting or excluding any; but to- 


wards the ſupport and encouragement 
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of all particular undertakers whatſoe· 


ver, and indeed who are ſo much con- 
cerned to be at the expence and trouble 
of the recovery of, and the learning 
and breeding the nation to the fiſheries, 

E : 2s the nation itſelf. ſince where any 
particular man can poſſibly get a penny 
by the fiſheries, the kingdom in general 
conſidered as ſuch, will at leaſt get 4 
| eight, and what would it be for the na- 
tion, or any in their circumſtances , in 
f ſuch a caſe as this is, if need were to 
expend, and even ſink two or three 
hundred thouſand pounds ſterling, or 
were it much more, to gain atleaſt ſo 


much per annum for all time to come. 


But by the method propoſed, this 
needs not be, for inſtead of loſs or ha- 
zard, the nation may be plentifully 


gainers in, and by every ſtep they take, 


5 r 137 
ce if c bi en Foe wes right 
handle/al theſe national; improvemen ts; 
ſuch as imploying the poor: conſtitut- 
ing of granarys, lowering the intereſt 
or price of money, carrying on the fi- 
ſheries, manufactures and foreign trade, 
have ſuch an eaſy connection, and are 
ſo naturally linkt together, that in- 
ſtead of being a hinderance, every one 
helps to carry on the other, in ſo much 
as it may be ſafely affirmed," that the 
doing the whole together may be much 
more ſecure, cheap and eaſy to the 
kingdom, than to leave any part there- 
of behind, which in ſuch a caſe, could 
not fail to lye as a dead weight and 55 
couragement upon the reſt. 

The conſtituting of granarys will 
not only open a door for a great deal of 
good and profitable work, but exceed- 
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ingly contribute to the maintenance of 
the poor, and this conſiderable con- 
ſumption of grain by the poor will not 
_ only greatly contribute to the keeping 


up and maintaining the granarys, and 


help to give the corn a natural curren- 


cy at home, but very much to'the more 


eaſy and profitable vent thereof abroad, 
for it ought to be conſidered, that if 


this conſtitution was ſettled, one of the 


greateſt and moſt profitable trades to 
this kingdom might be driven in corn, 
but we may be ſure this can never be by 
exporting it, or even giving money 
towards the exporting thereof, when 
at the loweſt ebb of cheapneſs, and 
buying it back again, when at two or 
three prices as hitherto, but on the 
contrary, by laying up, or importing 
when cheap, and not exporting but 


n nd 
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| whendear, or at leaſt when it yields a 
good and living price in the markets 


abroad. 
By ke neareſt computations we are 
at preſent able to make, this erecting 


of granarys and imploying the poor, 


might in the ſpace of five or ſix years 
time be capable of increaſing the con- 


ſumption of grain in this kingdom to 


about one fourth part more than it now 


is, or to an increaſe of about twenty 
thouſand laſts per annum, reckoning. 
eight quarters Engliſh, or twenty of 


our bolls to thelaſt, and it is leftto eve- 
ry one to conſider what life, vigour 


and improvement, this would give to 
the huſbandry, and conſequently to 
the lands and rents of this nation. and 
certainly were the huſbandry once 
under ſo happy an influence and in- 
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nr | 
: -ouragemint as 1 1 ee would: 
naturally yield: this kingdom would 


be eaſily capable of raiſing this, or if 
need were, much more than this, over 
and above the quantities now raiſed. 


I he carrying on of thefiſheries, to- 
W the manufactures depent- 1 
ing thereon, may-alſo not'only be cap- 
able of yielding imployment, but like- 
wiſe ſubſiſtence for vaſt numbers of pes- 

ple, ſince there is reaſon to think that 


towards the ſufficient maintenance of 
the poor, when they ſhall come to be 


= imploy ed, there may directly and indi- 
= realy; go no leſs than a quantity of 


+ twenty 


houſand laſts of herring, and 


other fiſh yearly, more than hath been 
for ſome years paſt, or is at preſent con · 


ſumed in the kingdom, and this de- 


mand and currency at home vill in all 


op. „„ ©, © Pup 


exportation 200 — ofarl 
ſo much more, ſince it is in a great me⸗ 


fure from and in proportion to the 
demand and curreney of 


at home, at n 
enabled to fu r 
ſtocks ande quantities for f 


or exportation to markets abroad... 10 


205 hep granarys ar d the: 111 
likewiſe 2 nf fi 


1 1e eancthery 
Sf er granarys, t 


amel of trade will be capable of giv= 


ing particular. life and encouragem 


to the fiſheries ; fince by them they will 
be capable of receiving corn in the eaſt 
countrys, as a current commodity in 


return for their fiſh ; and of laying the 


ſame up from time to time as occaſiom 


mm ocities | 


ifs. hetaſclves. with — 
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mall offer, and as generally Geaking 4 


more fit for ſtore, or Soug-keepiny, 
than that produced in this country. 


Beſides the particular ſupport and 


encouragement, the council of trade 


will be capable of giving to the fiſheries - 


by reaſon of the national granaries, the 
general encouragements they will of 
courſe be able to give to all manner of 
manufactures, eſpecially to thoſe be- 


| longing unto or more immediately de- 


pending on the fiſheries and other den 


of navigation, will naturally create ſo 
great a demandof the materials requiſite 


from the northern and eaſtern coun- 
trys of the continent, that we ſhall 
very rarely, if at all be any more in 
3 of exporting our fiſſi at the loſs 
or n of only a ſingle freight, 
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1 which we are ſo very much now in 


ed une, 01. 

And if to 15 hath been aid, We 
add the lowering the price of forbear- 
ance, or uſe of money, which can ne- 5 
ver be ſo naturally or eaſily done as by 
ſuch a fund and national council of 
trade, and the putting the nation in a 
way of making ſufficient quantities of 
refined ſalt here at home, which in all 
appearance can hardly be done, or at 
leaſt ſo well and profitably done, as by 
ſuch a conſtitution: it will clearly and 
plainly appear; how much more natu- 
rally, beneficially and diffuſively this na- 
tional conſtitution will be capable of 


| retrieving and promoting the fiſheries 


than any other ways and means hither- 
to propoſed. 8 * 
Thus having made this brief dedue- 


. of this l king 
may hereby be moved to enlarge their 


| thoughts thereupon, as being a matter 
of that conſequence, as not only to de- 
ſerve the pains and ſcrutiny of every 
good country- man, but of the cleareſt 


heads, and beſt prepared breaſts in 


Chriſtendom, for and! in order to the 


; putting t thereof i in a true light. and not 
only the 


and ſupport that a king of Britain can 
give; as being capable in the moſt na- 


tural, eaſy, ſecure and advantageous 


way hitherto diſcovered, in a very few 


m_ years, to increaſe the mariners, ſhips 
1 and navigation of this whole iſland to 


— ſtate of het proper fi herys 


gdom, it is hoped that others 


protection and countenance 
of a king of Scotland ſtrictly conſider- 


ed: but all the protection, countenance 
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. at leak one third 18 more than they 
now are. 


And upon the bels h it may be juſt- 


7 affirmed, that this is not only capable 
of being the moſt conſiderable thing 
that doth or perhaps can poſſibly be- 
long to this kingdom, meerly conſider- 
ed as ſuch, ſince greater wealth may be 
hereby gained out of the ſea, than our 
lanc 


capable of yielding; but conſidering all 


at preſent doth, or it may be is 


the good conſequences thereof, every 


penny gained by the fiſhings, may be at 


leaſt as good as three gained by any o- 


ther home-· improvement: andthat were 
it impoſlible for the fiſnings only to be 


effectually retrieved, without giving 
treble the before- mentioned funds, 


he nation ought readily and cheerfully 


to comply therewith, and how] much 
2 


5 


ws too vine rr 

more em in ſo natural, eaſy and advan- 
tageous a way as is propoſed ? | 
Buy what hath been faid with rela- 
tion to the fiſheries, we would by no 
means be underſtood to mean any pre- 
judice, or to entertain other than kind 
and reſpectful thoughts of our neigh- 
bours the Hollanders, nor is there any 
Juſt cauſe of jealouſy or umbrage 1 in this 
matter ; ſince here is much more than 
room enough in the fiſheries for us and 
them. and certainly were there three 
times as many concerned as now, there 
_ . would at leaſt be three times the buſi- 
neſs, and yet ſtill upon the improving 
hand: for trade is and will be capable 
of increaſing trade, money, of beget- 
ting money, and one improvement of 
making way for another to the end of 
the world, and as the Dutch, for more 
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than an age have been, they will doubt- 


leſs ſtill continue to be conſiderable in 
the fiſheries and foreign trade at leaſt 
ſo long and in fo far as they ſhall re- 


member, and act as if they remember- 


ed, that it has not been by monopolies 
and excluſions, but by the generous 
principles of eaſe, freedom and ſecu- 
rity, which they have prudently op- 
poſed to the heavy impoſitions, re- 
ſtraints and prohibitions of others, that 
they have been enabled to raiſe them- 
ſelves. it is true if quite contrary to all 
this, they who of all men living have 


moſt known by experience, that trade, 


is a coy miſtreſs, and will not be hector- 
ed but courted ; if even they ſhall be- 
gin to take umbrage at the induſtry of 
others, if they ſhall be for forſaking 
their old and virtuous principles, and 


T2 


z 3 COUNCIL ; 
= way of courting trade by induſtry, Guile 


ſelves to force and violence, which has 


deed would look but too like 2 "Oo: 
of their declenſion. 3 

__ However, it would ſeem, the Datch 

are not quite out of danger, of being 


and prohibitions, the placarts of the 
ſtates-general of April 1669. -and of 
July 1673. with ſome other of their 
late proceedings with relation to the 

' fiſheries and foreign trade, look but 
too much like ſymptoms of this. but 
=— as there are no true friends to religion 
and liberty, and particularly that have 
had any tolerable knowledge of that 
proteſtant republic, or acquaintance 


gality and ingenuity ;'and betake them- 


ruined ſo many others before, this in- 


taken by this inchantment of reſtraints: 


vith that induſtrious people, butough, 


At. arr FLY 1 


ſiderably to ſlacken their induſtry, by 
having recourſe to the mean and inef- 
fectual ſhifts of reſtraints and prohibi- . 


country, that by theſe methods they 


fiſh, as our anceſtors have been: and 


we wiſh they may gain by our experi-— 
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tobe forry to ſee or hear of any thing 
that ſhall but look li c their decline, 
ſo in this caſe, we may venture to tell 
them from experience, that whenever 
they ſhall begin to forſake or con- 


tions, they will find to the coſt of their 


are at leaſt as incapable of hedging in 
the herring, white, and other ſorts of 


that we are ſo far from being uneaſy 
with their rivalſhip in this matter, that 


ence, and not ſtay till it ſhall be con- 
firmed by that of their own. 

To end this digreſſion, Ildteter 
different humours or popular animoſi- 
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ties may ſuggeſtiitis certainly not dhe in⸗ 


tereſt of Britain and Holland to differ: 
and were there even juſt grounds for 
a miſunderſtanding, as there really is 


not, the common care and concern of 
religion and liberty ought ſufficiently 


toincline both parties to an accommo- 


dation; ſince it is certainly our mutual 
intereſts and ſecurity, as matters are 
now ſtated, not only that neither ſhould 
decline; but that both ſhould proſper 
and thrive: ſince we are like to have 


but too much to do with all our joint 


induſtry and improvements, to with- 
ſtand that dreadfull ſtorm, which is ſo 
openly and viſibly ariſing againſt the 


Proteſtant religion and liberties of 


Europe: all their progreſs and ours 


united, is like to be little: enough to 


ballance that growing greatneſs of the 
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popiſh world; which at this day ſtands 


ſo formidably ranged under the ban- 
ners of the houſe of Bourbon; or it 
may be to avoid even our own ſhares 
of theſe Gallic chains, which are in 
ſo great a meaſure n e for 
Chriſtendom. 12206 

As in the _ of our ada 
on the national granarys, the imploy- 
ment of the poor, and the- fiſheries, 
ſome, hints have been given of the con- 


nection and relation thoſe things have 


to one another, ſo upon due conſidera- 
tion we ſhall find the ſame connection 


and relation ſtill continue, between 


theſe and the manufactures; ſince as 
the fiſheries and navigation, are cap- 
able of being the principal and chiefeſt 
ſprings of our manufactures, and in- 


duſtry at home; ſo theſe again of being 


1 Þtiel 


fie Ahe fob rhatfoever 
and floating motions may be als or 
accidental flights may be taken and 
continued for a time, yet certainly it 
can only be jointly with and in pro- 
portion to the growth and increaſe of 
our manufactures and induſtry at home, 
that our fiſheries and navigation can 
make any ſolid or ſteady progreſs in 
the world. WC ſee the Spaniards, who = 
at this day have the greateſt ſcope for 
profitable navigation of any people | 
earth, or perhaps, all things conſidered, I ' 
than the whole world beſides; yet for 
want of home induſtry, their flects are 
ſo far from being ſuch as can cope with 
L thoſe of princes, that they have much 
1 ado to withſtand a few pirates whenever 
ms they happen to muſter againſt them. 
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and altho' they ſtill make a faint and 
ſorry ſnift to draw ſome gold and ſilver 


from their Indian mines, yet it is not 


for themſelves but for ſtrangers; ſo 
that inſtead of being maſters as they 
otherwiſe might, they are now become 
no better than ſlaves to others: and 
herein ſutable to that excellent ſaying 
of Solomon, we eminently ſee, © the 
hand of the diligent bearing rule, but 
* the ſlothful under tribute. 7 
The advantage this nation hath in 
the ſituation for the fiſheries and na- 
vigation, doth not only exceedingly 
contribute to its fitneſs for manu- 
factures, but the people thereof are, or 
at leaſt are capable of being, as eaſy in 
their taxes and of living as cheap as 
thoſe of any trading nation in Chriſ- 


tendom, beſides which we have here at 
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buome config erable quantities A good 
and convenient materials for this pur- 
poſe, ſuch as wool, hemp, flax, lead, 


and other native product; but altho 
ſeveral manufactures of theſe are al- 
ready on foot; yet it muſt be confeſt 


not in any tolerable degree of perfec- 


tion, and of the many trades depend- | 
ing directly on the fiſheries and navi- 
gation, we have as yet but few, and 


| theſe likewiſe far enough from being 
in an improving and flouriſhing ſtate. 
all which defects manifeſtly proceed 
from the rawneſs and inexperience of 


our people, many whereof ſeem not 
only to want the knowledge, but even 
the will to induſtry; nor are they at 
all ſingular in this matter, but, as hath 


been already ſaid, juſt like ſuch another 
maſs of mankind in their circumſtances, 


for how vaſt” A Gfterence ! is t 1 re na- 
turally between an induſtrious, and an 
idle man, to ſee with what eaſe, exact- 
neſs, and even delight and fatisfation, 


one who is maſter of his work, goes 
about his buſineſs, and performs his 
taſk, whereas on the contrary, he who 


wants knowledge, and experience, or 
even but the uſe and practice, altho' he 
have other equal natural qualifications, 
can for the moſt part, neither do half 
the quantity, nor any thing near ſo well, 

tho with much more trouble and fa- 


tigue, both of body and mind. 


Nov if, as in the caſe of the fiſhe- 
ries, it ſhould be aſked, at whoſe pains 
and expence ought the people of this 


kingdom, be broken off, from this ha- 
bit of idleneſs, or in many cafes per- 


haps unprofitable work, and learned 
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and trained up to induſtry, will mono- 
poliſts or private men, not rather chuſe 
at all times to deal, but for one hun- 

dred pounds? or to ſet only one hun- 
dred men to work, where they can get 
ten per cent. for their money, than to 
deal for a thouſand pounds, or to ſet a 
thouſand men at work, where only 
ive per cent. can be gained. the rea- 

ſon whereof is plain, that ſince they 
can make five or ſix per cent. of their 
money at intereſt, or upon a purchaſe, 
they will never be at the pains, or run 
the riſque of puting it into trade, with- | 
| out a much greater proſpect of ad- 
vantage, whereas quite contrary to all 
this, it is not ſeldom the intereſt of the 
nation, rather even to loſe five or more 
per cent. by their proper money, to 
| *have double the people imployed, or 
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work done, ſince for the moſt part the 
nation conſidered as ſuch, may gain at 


leaſt one half, nay ſometimes above 


three fourths of the produce by my 


z table manufactures. 


It is true we find it the eating of 


not a few trading nations as an encou- 
ragement to trade and induſtry, to grant 


monopolys of any new invention Or 
to thoſe concerned in the firſt introdu- 


cing of manufactures to a country, but 


in this we may likewiſe obſerve that 
theſe monopolys are commonly grant 
ed, but for fourteen, fifteen, or hardly 
exceeding twenty years: and altho' 
theſe ſort of young monopolys,as hath 
been ſaid,be not ſo pernicious as others, 
and that this be indeed one way of 
learning of arts unto, and of begetting 


induſtry in a nation, yet ſurely it is ſo 
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far from being the beſt, 5 it were 
often, nay for the moſt part, much bet- 
ter for a prince or ſtate, to give double 
or treble the ſum gained by the mo- 
nopoly, as a reward to the inventor or 
introducer, ſince it not only, for the 
time at leaſt, poſſibly hinders four or 
five, but it may be eight or ten times 
the people from going into the matter, 
but not ſeldom proves ſo bad a pre- 
parative, as in a great meaſure to baulk 
the further growth and progreſs there- 


of, even when the monopoly is at an 


Beſides ſeveral monopolys that have 
been granted for, or atleaſt m order to 


the introducing, and for the encou- 


ragement of the manufatctures of this 
kingdom; great things have been, and 
ſtill are propoſed to be done in that 
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matter, by the prohibiting the expor- 
tation of wool, but this is either done 
by ſome, who, whether it be or not, at 
leaſt think it to be their private intereſt ; 
or by others who are not uſed, or it 
may be, not willing to look far into 


conſequences, and are therefore apt to 
. confound the cauſes of things with the 


effects, and the effects with the cauſes, 


and to draw concluſions from acci- 


dents, without ever conſulting, whe- 


ther they have any ſort of correſpon- 


dence with, or relation to the caſe; but 
if theſe gentlemen would take but any 
reaſonable pains in this matter, they 


might be eaſily convinced, that this 


old and thred-bare ſhift of prohibiting 
the exportation of wool, is not only 
in its nature ineffectual for the ends 
propoſed; ſince whenever it yields a 
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would his perſon to a priſon, 
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price 5 running _— riſque, it ſhall | 


and will always be exported abroad, nay 
even if inſtead of- reſtraints and pro- 


þ #. 


hibitions, we ſhould ſet guards and 


garriſons to keep it in, but that to this 
kingdom it is, and can be of pernici- 
ous conſequence, ſince it equally diſ- 


courages both the raiſing and import- 
ing of wool, asto the raiſer we may be 


| ſure, no man will lay out himſelf, or it 


may be put his poſterity upon laying 


out themſelves to cultivate, improve and 
raiſe greater quantities of a commodity, 
which he knows muſt after all be at 


the diſpoſal of other people, and that 
it muſt be they, and not he, who pre- 
tend to ſet the price. the importer hath 
doubtleſs the ſame reaſon not to bring, 
or ſend his effects no Ins he 
ut eſpe- 


o F r * 4 b . WW | 
cially to a country, which is ſo far 
from having ſtores of this commodity, 
that perhaps the value of five thouſand 
pounds ſterling, or leſs in fine wool 
extraordinary at a time is capable to 
ſink the price, at leaſt one third part or 
fifty per cent. whereas was this mat- 
ter on a juſt foot, this nation might al- 
ways have a ſtock of not leſs than one 
hundred thouſand pounds ſterling 
worth of fine wool; more than they 
hitherto uſe to have; which indeed 
might be capable of keeping wool, 
like corn, from flying from one extre- 
mity to IE as it uſually does in 
this country. 
In all countries like tits: where 
huſbandry and paſturage are the prin- 
_ cipal ſupports: and where there are 
neither conſiderable ſtocks, nor im- 
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mont B is no n but corn 


and wool will in a great meaſure al- 
ways not only increaſe and decreaſe, 


7 but riſe and fall together 3 or otherw iſe, 
certainly, thoſe who are concerned in 
raiſing of wool muſt be ſtarved or in a 


very bad condition, ſince, if their wool 
cannot yield them two or three prices 


as corn does to the huſband-man, they | 


muſt go without one half, or perhaps 


two thirds of their ſubſiſtence, and 
doubileſs this was the principal occaſion 
of the late riſe of wool, and not the 


exportations, as ſome among the un- 


thinking crowd are apt to imagine: 


for certainly had there been one hun- 


dred thouſand laſt of corn, and a quan- 
tity of one hundred thouſand pounds 
value in fine wool more in this nation 


five years ago, than there was; neither 


= | 


ſuch extremities, and yet perhaps the 


nation ſhould be at leaſt three millions 


ſterling richer than it is at this day. 


Whatever effect reſtraint on the ex- 
portation may have upon the price of 
wool, in making it worth little or no- 


thing for a few months, or it may be for 
ſome years; yet when by this both the 


raiſer and importer are ſenſibly diſcou- 
raged, there is no doubt, but that ex- 


tremity will as naturally produce ano- 


ther in the matter of wool, as it does 


i that of corn: and ſo at this rate, one 


extremity may produce another to the 
end of the world, and theſe extrava- 


gant fits and ſtarts may diſable the na- 


tion for ever, from making any ſolid 
or ſteady progreſs in this part of their 
induſtry... 2 ch 
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MWe ſee our neighbours the Holz | 


landers,whom we havefrequentlymen- 
' tioned on other occaſions, who having 


little wool of their own, are therefore 
forced to fetch! it from Poland, Bohe- 
mia, Sileſia, ſeveral other places of Ger- 


many, England, Ireland, and other 


places of Chriſtendom, and notwith- 
ſtanding all this, and that the people of 
this nation are generally able to work, 
at leaſt fiftcen or twenty per cent. 


cheaper than they: yet what a progreſs 
have they made and do they ſtill make 


in the woollen manufactures, and all 


this without the help of reſtraints; 


which whenever they ſhould come to 


try, they would doubtleſs find that 


thereby the importation inſtead of the 


exportation of wool ſhould be diſcou- 
raged, as they but lately pretty ſeverely 
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Kalt i in their but beginning to . 


upon that of corn. 
Were things of this nature 8 
proſecuted and promoted here with us, 
as now they are quite otherwiſe, there 
is no doubt, but we could work as 


cheap in the woollen manufactures, 


and conſequently give as good a price 


for wool, as any people in Europe, and 


be capable of working up much more 


fine wool, than this nation either does, 
or can be able to raiſe: and yet if the 
raiſers ſnall be encouraged, inſtead of 


being oppreſt and cruſht by reſtraints 


and prohibitions, they may calily be | 
brought to raiſe double if not treble; 
thefine wool they now do, beſides that 


conſidering the advantageous returns 


thereof, we may have from the eaſt- 
countries, and elſewhere for our fich, 5 


N * 8 .“kGù:n⸗: VSL e e a SS SECS 3 JT _ * 
ak „ ne ei OR or SINE And ES he $a WT ww OC RD $9 . BEACONS” IF | 
N ꝙꝗ3ꝗꝙJj)j2 ü ³AA ĩðͤ ne EE ol 8 e e 8 
7 : LIE IR AIST EEC AA 3 rt ER AE ph 2 7 
: NE TH 2 > * 2 
oy * ; = i 
3 © $8 5 
5 
- 


166 coο i 
and the door that is naturally . 


to us, by theſe violent reſtraints on ex- 


portations of wool i in our neighbour 
countries: this nation might be made 


one of the beſt ſtaple ports for wool 


in Europe; and by that means the 


riſing and falling of the price thereof 
would be prevented in a more ſolid, 
effectual and durable way than is even 
pretended to, by thoſe who are · ſo fond 
of this prohibition, who, if all things 
be duely conſidered, will be found to 
have much leſs reaſon, to preſume, they 
can this way hedge in our wool and 


A woollen manufactures, than our an- 
_ Cceſtors had for hedging in the fiſh, 
| ſince they had not only much greater 


| natural advantages on their ſide, but 
5 hardly the leaſt proſpect of any ſuch po- 


| tent rivals, as we have many at this 


„ GT en eee, 
day in the matter en and eee | 
manufactures. eps 


But ſince there is ö _ 


nicer in this queſtion of exportation of 
wool at this juncture than all what 


hath been faid, and which will be fitter 
for the conſideration of a council of 
trade, when eſtabliſhed than to be ex- 


poſed i in theſe papers: and ſince 1 it is 


propoſed as one of their principal pow- 


ers to diſpenſe with reſtraints and pro- 
hibitions, when they ſhall find them 
prejudicial to trade, they only will be 
moſt capable, not only to underſtand, _ 
but to put this and ſuch like things as 
this in a true light; and to do what is 
requiſite therein. | 


And to conclude this head, ——_ 


1. ſp caking the manufactures of this 5 


nation are in ſo very great diſorder, 
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that were there no other reaſon for 
conſtituting ſuch a council of trade, 


this were ſufficient; ſince it may be 
juſtly preſumed, ſuch a council in a 
few years may not only be capable of 
improving the manufactures of this 
kingdom to double or treble the advan- 
tage they no make, but thereby to 


bring the poor, who at this day are the 
greateſt weight and burden upon the 


induſtry and morality of the nation, to 
be the trueſt and firmeſt e of 


both. 8 
Next to the enn wid ar- 
tificial products, the mines, minerals 


and other natural products of this king- 


dom, deſerve our conſideration, not 


only, becauſe that herein the materials 
as well as the workmanſhip is, and 
would be our own, but becauſe there 
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1 reaſons to think that great and 


conſiderable advantage and improve- 
ments, might be made in thoſe, by a 
national conſtitution, the which can 
never be expected from the Rains care 
or expence of private men. 
he lowering and ſinking the inte- 
reſt of money, not by force or coercion, 
but by gradual and natural ſteps and 
means, would be none of the leaſt ad- 
vantages of this conſtitution, ſince it 
may be reaſonably expected that they 
may bring the rate of intereſt down to 
three per cent. or under, in the ſpace 


of four or five years, and altho' it muſt 


be acknowledged, that other methods 
for lowering the intereſt of money 
might be propoſed; yet there is reaſon 


to think, that none will, or can be ſo na- 
turally eaſy, or indeed ſo effectual as this, 


* 
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or ſuch” a national conſtitution and 
ous as this would be... 
Foeor the truer ſenſe; and . un- 
1 dertandiag, of how great a national 
benefit this would prove, it ought to be 
| : conſidered that the whole induſtry of 
a country is affected by the weight of 
the intereſt of money ; ; and whether 
ſuch induſtry ever come to be bought, 
fold or bartered, or not, this alters not 
the caſe in general, ſince, as money is 
the ſtandardof every thing, ſoall — 
are valued by money in a trading coun- 
try, and as the intereſt of money is 
really and actually an impoſition on all 
ſorts of induſtry; ſo as hath been in- 
ſtanced in our obſervations on equal 
15 taxing, it hath a double, a poſitive and 


2 negative effect, which in this particu- | | 


lar caſe, may be illuſtrated thus; as it 
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hath been already ſaid, that the con- 
ſumption of this nation may amount 


to 3, 400, ooo lib. let us now ſuppoſe; 
that the preſent value of the induſtry 


may amount to 3, 300, 000 lib. ſter- 
ling per annum, and ſuppoſing the rate 
of intereſt of money with us to be at 
6 per cent. in ſuch a caſe, it may be 
reaſonably inferred, that there is hardly 


any man will be inclinable to imploy his 
money in trade or buſineſs, without the 
hope and proſpect of double the ordina- 


ry intereſt, or the rate of twelve per cent. 


per annum. but again ſuppoſing this 


rate of ſix per cent. could by natural 


and reaſonable means be brought down 


to three, there is no doubt, but thoſe 


who before would not put their money 
into trade, under a proſpect of ten or 
twelve per cent. per annum, would 
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now as Bend do it for fix, becauſe by 
the ſecond they double the intereſt of 
their money, and by the firſt they did 
no more; and ſince every one who has 
been concerned in, or ſeen the practiſe 
in countrys, where there is conſider- 
able difference in the intereſt of money, 


do know this to be true, we may juſt- 


ly conclude, that by ſuch an alteration 
as this, the induſtry of this kingdom 


would be eaſed of a weight or impoſi- 


tion of ſix per cent. per annum, and 


which in the whole may amount to a 


ſum of 198, 000, or to come to an 
even number, of about 200, 000, li, 
n yearly. ee 
bis eaſe, and; e ink: | 
provement of the induſtry, would 
_ chiefly and principally fallon the lands 
by two ſeveral ways; firſt, the fall of 


Anz. 


+ 


intereſt one half, Jould qutinalbpbe raiſe - 
the value or price of lands, at leaſt one 
third, or fifty per cent. in the purchaſe. 

and in the ſecond place, it would raiſe 

even the rents or value of the incomes 
about one ſixth part; ſince ſuppoſing 
the rents of the lands of this kingdom 


to be, as hath already been ſaid, about 


1, 200, ooo. lib. ſterling, this two 
hundred thouſand pounds per annum 
propoſed to be lowered in intereſt, or 
this way taken off from the induſtry, 


would gradually, and in a reaſonable 


courſe of time come to centre in and 


be added to the land, and conſequently 


to its value ; as to the moſt natural 


fund, and baſis thereof. 


But as there can hardly a nhl 
good be propoſed, but ſome private in- 
tereſt, or humour or other will of courſe 
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be for making oppoſition; it is poſſible 


to this it may be objected, by ſome of 


theſe few, who altogether, or for the 
moſt part are ſubſiſted by uſury; that 
this lowering of intereſt, may not only 
bea prejudice to them, but to ſeveral | 
widows, orphans, and other weak 

people, who live only, or for the moſt 


part on their money; but to this it may 


be anſwered, that as to thoſe who are 


ſtrong and able in body and mind, for 


ſome law ful imployment or other, it is 
juſtly ſuppoſed, that no ſtate, who pre- 


tend to any ſhare of wiſdom or pru- 
dence will i incourage ſuch a ſort of idle 


people; eſpecially, when perhaps in 
this nation, they are not one in two 
hundred to the reſt of mankind; and 

how unaccountable would it be for 2 
country, either to make or keep up 


fant, fop — hoop — — —— 2 A rr — © 2 808 
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[i : Javes to incourage and indulge one in 
two hundred of their people, not only 
ne to live idle themſelves, but by the influ- 
at ence of their uſurys and extortion as 
ly well as example; to cruſh theinduftry 
aof others, above ten times as much as 
ak the value of their whole neceſſary Ee: > 
oſt pences amounts unto; it is true the 
widows and orphans, who live on their 
money may be about double the num- 
ber of theſe more able drones ; but 
yet even theſe do not in this country 
perhaps. amount to one per cent. of 
the whole people, and is it not more 
reaſonable theſe few ſhould live at ſo 

4 much leſs expence, or betake them 
wo ſelves: to ſome fort of honeſt induſtry, 
ind than that the whole: nation ſhould ſo 
22 intolerably ſuffer on their account! 2 i 
up beſides all this, it gm to be conlider- 


2 5 9 ov + CI Do 9 
ed that by the fall of the intereſt, the 
ways of gaining would be ſo multiply- 
ed, and ſuch comfortable and credit- 

; able methods for maintenance add ſup- 

ports would of courſe be provided for 
ſuch as really could not live or ſub- 
ſiſt of themſelves, as would be much 
more than capable of compenſating 
the real loſs of any, who in ſuch a caſe 
could in the leaſt deſerve the Fe 1 
Care or commiſeratioͤn. i 
As it is only by our home 3 
hos we can be beſt enabled to raiſe 
ſhips, veſſels, materials for navigation | 
and proper commodities for | foreign 
vent; and that the eaſy and cheap per- 
formance of all this muſt proceed from 
the due andorderly imployment of the 

| poor,the moderate and regular rates of 
corn and other proviſions ; ; a8 allo of 
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materials for manufacture and intereſt 


of money: ſo it is only our navigation 


that can be the moſt direct and beneſi- 
cial conveyancers of thoſe growths and 


manufactures to foreign markets, or of 


breeding and increaſing ſeamen or o- 
ther perſons capable of the manage- 
ment of foreign trade: inſomuch, that 
what hath been already ſaid with rela- 
tion to the fiſheries will likewiſe. hold 
in all other partsof the navigation, that 
is 10 fay, that, nationally ſpeaking, 


andall things conſidered, every penny 
gotten by the kingdom in foreign trade, 
may-juſtly be reckoned worth: three 
by any other home improvement: and' 


that commonly where any particular 


man can get a penny, the nation in 
general may get ſeven or eight: ſince 
beſides the nee the increaſe of 
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our foreign trade, muſt needs have om 
all our home induſtry, theſe vaſt im- 
portations of gold and ſilver within 
the laſt two ages hath already brought 
things to ſuch a paſs, that even where 
huſbandry and paſturage is in greater 
perfection, and upon a much more be- 
oi: neficial foot than in this kingdom, the 
_  kbour and induſtry of two men im- 
plwoyed in huſbandry is in direct value 
42 the moſt part worth but that of 
odne imployed in manufactures: as three 
nnn manufactures are worth but two 
HM — imployedin navigation. 091109 
—— Certainly theſe and the like con- 
ſiderations ought to be ſufficient mo- 
tives for inclining and engaging this 
kingdom, to promote and ſupport its 
foreign trade (if need were) by all the 
juſt ways and means that are or can be 
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in its power, but how much more when 
this can be done, in ſo natural, eaſy, 


ſecure and advantageous a method asis 
here propoſed, when by but a ſmall 
and inconſiderable part, not of the pre- 
ſent product but only of the improve- 


ment of our home induſtry, ſo very 


conſiderable ſums may be raiſed to 

carry on our foreign trade: ſince it 
may be reaſonably preſumed, that by . 
this conſtitution in five or fix years 
ſpace, the value of the induſtry of this 
kingdom may be advanced to near, if 

not quite to one fourth part, or to a- 
bout the value of eight hundred thou- 
ſand pound ſterling yearly more than 
it nowis, and yet may be ſtill upon the 
improving hand, and ſo as in a reaſon- 
able courſe of time to bring! it to a much | 


greater ſum. 
G2 
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Doubtleſs, from hence it may be de- 
manded, why this inſtitution was notin- 
troduced in the very beginning; ſince 
if things be as they are here repreſent- 
ed, the nation might thereby have been 
in a condition to have annually contri- 
buted more conſiderable ſums than 
all what the ſubſcribers have advan- 
ced during the ſpace of five years to- 
gether, and altho' this had been all loſt, 
yet the country might perhaps have 
been a million ſterling richer than it ĩs 
at this day: and ſince not only this, 
but much more than this might have 
been done, had theſe been years of as 
great plenty, as they have been of ſcar- 
But ſuch as may be inclined to aſk 
this queſtion ought likewiſe toobſerve, 
that this can ſtill be carryed much fur- 


or T A . Wo 


ther, and particularly by faying, if this EE 


had been done, but five or ſix years, ; 
before theſe laſt years of ſcarcity, the 
council of trade might haveſo ordered 
matters, as to haye rendered that very 
accident, as beneficial as it hath been 


diſadvantageous to this kingdom: but | 
that ſince ſuch a conſtitution was not 


then ſo much as thought on, much leſs 
eſtabliſhed, we have only every body, 


and conſequently no body to blame. 
Thoſe who were principally con- 


cerned in promoting the eſtabliſhment . 
and deſigns of the company, might poſ= 
ſibly then be much unacquainted with 


the affairs of this kingdom, both as to 


men and things, but eſpecially in that 


of national improvements, which for 


any thing we know, have hardly ever 
yet been made the buſineſs or general 


renn 
ſtudy of any capable perſon, either at 
home or abroad, perhaps they might be 
doubtful, whether they were capable 


of bringing the nation to engage ina 


matter of this conſequence all at once, 
and rather judge it adviſeable to begin 


with a part, and ſo incline them to the 


whole by degrees. it is poſſible they 
might be ſo very intent upon getting 
the firſt poſſeſſion, and footing in ſo 
valuable a ſettlement as was intended, 
as to poſtpone the thoughts of every 


thing elſe: and as not * the leaſt ſuſ· 


pecting the unaccountable treatment 
and oppoſition at Hamburgh and elſe 
where, might have the greateſt part of 


their dependance on a foreign ſtock of 
money, which at that time might ap- 
pear to them the readieſt.and eaſieſt 


way of bripging the foreign trade, and 
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together Witt 
deſigns about. 

But to leave all theſe more remote 
conjectures, let us ſuppoſe, that as there 
are things to be known to morrow, 
which are not revealed to day, and as 
men at beſt do but know in part, and 


can only come to the underſtanding of 


things by degrees: ſo altho' this ſcheme 


be doubtleſs very imperfect in reſpect 
to what it may be brought to in time, 
yet it is likely that even this did not all 

preſent itſelf to the thoughts of any 
one or more men at once, poſſibly they 


darkly into theſe things at firſt, 


law but 


they might not be ſo much perſuaded 
of the weight and conſequence of the 
particulars of the whole together, of 
their connection with and relation to 
one another, or of the way and means 


that, all other national 


8 not only che thoughts of ſome 
days, but of not a few months, and 
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| - of puttingthem'in exec tion, as ; they 


might be afterward and -upon further 
conſideration, it is likely, theſe were 
hours or 


5 this after the experience and difficulties 
of many years. nay it may be, the riſe 


Fs and progreſsof ſome of theſe thoughts 


are in no {mall meaſure due to the very 
nature, weight and variety of our preſent 
difficulties and d iſappoin tments; per- 
haps notliing leſs than the many repeat: 
ed and various diſappointments of our 
company, the ſad effects of the late 
grievous dearth, the n iſerable conditi- 
on of our poor, and, in a word, the 
great and general diſorders in all our 


national affairs, could have taken ſo 
deep an impreſſion, or at this time have 
occaſioned ſo narrow a ſearch, or ſo 


exact a e as Rf ic nbd been 


made into ſome of the matters contain- 


ed in theſe propoſals: and after all no- 
thing leſs than the repeated gracious 


aſſuragees given by his majeſty to con- 
cur in every thing that can be reaſon⸗- 
ably fallen upon for retrieving the 
company, and therewith the nation; 


and for ſettling our trade on ſure foun- 


dations ; «together with the hope and 
aſſurance of a parliament frankly and ; 
generouſly inclined to all this; could 


have given the needful life, encourage- 


ment and ſupport to any thing like a 
due ee of thoughts of this 
nature. 8 | 


| Beſides the am chis hk 
and conſtitution” may be capable of 

yielding in the before-mentioned parti- | 
culars of granarys, imploying and re- 
leving the poor, carrying on and pro- 


Aa 


eie 1 n 
moting the fiſheries,the ia ee 
eultivating and improving the native 
products, lowering the intereſt of mo- 
ney; and promoting and ſupporting 
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the foreign trade of this kingdom: 


there are two others, which altho 


but conſequential to theſe; yet are they 


of ſuch weight and conſequence, that 
were there no other or greater benefit 
to be expected from this conſtitution, 


they might dee motives — 
eſtabliſhnicat thereof. 
Ihe firſt of theſe is the augmentati 


on and increaſe of his majeſty s reve- 
nue, which by this means will naturally 


follow, two manner of ways; that is to 


fay, both' ordinary and extraordinary; 
by the ordinary, the revenue, eſpecially 


of home and 


theſe greater branche 


foreign exciſe, will not only improve 


4 
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|| is proportion: to the improvement of 
che kingdom; but in proportion to the 
uaſt difference there will naturally be, 
5 between the quality and nature of the 
eceonſumption of the people, when the 
| nation ſhall once be brou ght as much 
pon the thriving or growing, as now 
iris upon the declining hand: as to the 
t extraordinary, "when: this conſtitution 
, ſhall come to be fixed and ſettled, as it 
© may very well be in five or ſix years: 
or with good and careful management 
in little more than half the time, it will 
from the very improvement be capable 
y | of cafing the nation of all extraordinary 
0 taxes as ceſs, pole, hearth- money, and 
ſuch like grievous and unequal dutys 
ly bor ever after, atleaſt, as far as a ſun 
id not exceeding fifty thouſand pounds | 
ve * yearly will go: and not _ | 
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nary emergencys, where much greater 
ſums might be required, this conſtituti- 


| on would not only be capable of ren- 


dering the moneys tobe raiſed by anti- 


cipation,much more ready and current; 


but even of rendering taxing itſelf much 


more caly and equal than it otherwiſe 


could poſlibly be; ſince by this means 


the common objections againſt exciſes, 


as that o 2 the one hand, they are not 
eaſily brought to bear, as being for the 
moſt part ſeveral years before they can 
| be ſettled and made effectual: ſo on the 


other being of an eaſy and inſenſible 
nature, when once afoot, renders them 


; | bard tobe laid aſide, and con ſoquently 


dangerous. to liberty in a regular mo- 
narchy, will be naturally and effectually 


5 . . ſolved in the council of trade: ſince as 
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| truſtees, ſuch funds 


being che nation: 


may from time to time be committed 


to their adminiſtration; and by them 
the money may be advanced to the 


nme by Regain or en : 


wiſe. 1 ie 0 5 
Thus the nation may ama not 


ea be eaſed of its preſent uneaſy and 
unequal ways of taxing, but the King, 
as he is moſt: of all concerned in the 


greateſt ſhare of the benefit; ſince here- 


by bis majeſty's kingdom, (all things 
conſidered) may be rendered perhaps 


little leſs than three times as capable of 
giving and affording ſupplys; and con- 
ſequently three times as valuableto him, 
as it hath hitherto been. 


The other conſiderable advantage, 
which may be reaſonably expected from 
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| IP on.of foreigners, this "wil Þ Id {s be 
the moſt powerful and effectual meat 
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titution, will be that belides ( | 


the il we juſtly have of the acceſſi 


chat can poſſibly be thought upon, to 


invite and draw home to their native 


country, no ſmall numbers oftheſe great 


multitudes; of our country- men who 
have been driven abroad by the late 
oppreſſionsʒ and ſtill continue in fo- 
reign pans/by. reaſon! of our Nee. 
HOTC ders. i | a4 10 318151716359 


nd now to concludes our eie 
on theſe ſeventh and eight articles in 
particular, and on the funds in general, : 
Swe that the funds hereby propo- | 
ned for national expence; | 
as 3 are quite otherwiſe; that is to 


ſay, only for national improvements; 


F yet this nation would ſtill be very eaſy 
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in their or linary payments, in reſpect, 
or - wh compared with ſome of their 


neighbours; but eſpecially the Hollan- 


ders, who reckoning the convenieneʒ 


of thealternative;donot only pay above 
three times the yalue of this impoſition 


on corn in particular, but in propor- 


tion to their reſpective values, at leaſt 


three times as much in the general, as 


would be payed by this kingdom, even TT 
after this conſtitution ſhould be eſtabli- 
ſhed: and it is hoped there is none 


who but pretend to be good country- 


men of this nation, who would not 
according to their ſeveral ae be 


content to pay fullas much, if not more 
than the Dutch, to have their country 
but half ſo flouriſhing as that of theirs. 


But on the other hand, if theſe dutys 
ſhall be taken, conſidered and under- 
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ſtood, not 
but as they really are, not as taxes and 
ſums raiſed for national expence; but 
for the making and promoting of na- 


tional improvements; not as public 


burdens, but as good and neceſſary re- 


gqnlations, whereby every penny raiſed 


may be at leaſt worth ten to the king- 


dom: and conſequently i in proportion 
tothe parties concerned incontributing 


thereof; it is juſtly hoped theſe funds 


will not only be complyed with and 
eſtabliſned as of neceſlity, but with all 


” Se) OY cheerfi ulneſs. | 
- ARTICLE 10. As money anf 


= all things, ſo without a ſufficient - fund 
thereof, all we have, or poſſibly can 


propoſe, would be ineffectual. the in- 


|  fufficiencyof the fund or want of mo- 
ney, nay the very fear or apprehenſion: 


as they at firſt may 1 by 


„„ 


| OF! r RA DUE. 98 | 
of the want thereof, hath a and 
loſt many of the beſt and greateſt de- 


ſigns that ever were in the world: and 


certainly a much leſs ſum than what is 


here propoſed to be anticipated, can 


never be capable of effectuating ſo 
great a work as this. and herein it 
ought to be conſidered, that if any ſum 
ſhould be over, it will not only be ſecure 
and at the call of the nation; but in the 
mean time may be profitably imployed, 
whereas ſhould the fund fall ſhort or 
but ſeem in danger of falling ſhort;theſe 
deſigns, the ſucceſs whereof do ſo natu- 
rally depend on one another, might, at 
leaſt in a great meaſure be in danger of 


proving ineffectual; and as there are 


none who ſhall duly conſider the con- 
nection of the before- mentioned de- 
ſigns of trade and improvement, and 
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e . they naturally "PIR 
upon one another, but muſt fully be 


convinced of this: it is juſtly hoped and 
expected, that every well-wiſher to the 
happineſs of this kingdom, will endea- 
vour firſt to propoſe ſomewhat in lieu 
of any partof this fund or conſtitution 
that he or they ſhall come to raiſe 
ſcruples or objections againſt ; ſince 
the retrieving the loſſes, reputation, 


and relieving our country from its pre- 


ſent diſtreſs and reproach, is a ſore that 
ought not only to be {kined over, but 
effectually cured, whatever pains and 
ecxpence it coſt, and ſince without this, 


or ſome ſuch conſtitution and fund as 
this, it may reaſonably be preſumed our 


country can neither be relieved from 
its preſent difficulties, nor put upon a 
proſperous foot. 


or. RAD E. 195 
Conſidering the ſcarcity of money 
in, and the ſmallneſs of the receipts and 


payments of this nation, by the ordi- 


nary way of anticipation there could 
hardly be much more, than half the 


ſum of ten hundred thouſand pound 


ſtetling reaſonably depended on from 


the credit of this fund, within the pro- 


poſed three or four years; but altho 


more than this cannot reaſonably be 
expected from the ordinary way, yet 
if this fund or its equivalent ſhall be 


ſettled and conſtituted as is propoſed, 
there are thoſe who can, not only pro- 


poſe aſure and certain method of raiſ- 


ing the ſaid whole ſum of ten hundred 


thouſand pounds in proportionable 


payments, within the firſt four years, 


but like wiſe in a very advantageous way 


to the nation. 5 
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1 "ARTICLE. 1 


This deze is pighly obliged | 
. bob in honour and intereſt to refund 
and ſupport the Indian and African 


company, upon this occaſion: in ho- 


nour, becauſe the nation is not only the 


natural guardian thereof, and of all its 


trading inhabitants; but is eſpecially 


; become ſuch by the act of parliament 
eſtabliſhing this company: and that 
in the oppoſition they have met with, 

and which hath oed their loſſes 


and misfortunes, not only their rights 


and properties, but thoſe of the kingdom 
in a very particular and ſenſible manner 
have been invaded, and in ſuch a caſe, 
the matter of demanding and procur- 
ing national ſatisfaction, for the loſs 
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of reputa tion and damage done, is not 
vor cannot be the proper work of the 
company, or any other F but 
l only of the kingdom in general. 
d And as the nation is e in 
1 poder det it is in point of intereſt to re- 
- || fund and ſupport the company; ſince 
e as hath been ſaid on the head of fo- 
s | reign trade, that for the moſt part, 
y where the company can reaſonably be 
it || ſuppoſed to get a penny; the nation 
it may one way and other get ſeven or 
„, eight: and it will not only be the king- 
es dom's intereſt in point of direct advan- 
ts | tage, but certainly this refunding and 
m re- eſtabliſnment of the company will be 
one of the moſt politick and prudent 
actions that could be done by a nation, 
as being capable of giving much more 
life and power at home, and reputation 
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and confidence abroad, en 1 ln 
| of ſuch a ſum can Were _ to hay 


Bur beſides all Eis as at wink 


ſaid on the tenth article of the ſecond 


propoſal, there are thoſe, who can on 
behalf of the company propoſe a way 
for raiſing a ſum equivalent, if not ex- 
ceeding what is hereby required; more 
than could otherwiſe poſſibly be raiſed 
from this fund, by the ordinary means, 
and which there is reaſon to believe 
could not, at leaſt at this time be done 
without the intereſt and help of thoſe 
wuho are concerned for the company; 
ſo that the very doing the thing in this 


way and method, may be at leaſt ſo 


much if not more immediate advantage 
to the kingdom, beſides all the other 
good fruits and conſequences that may 


re 


generous and prudent an act as this. 
ARTICLE 2. Since as hath been 


already ſaid, nothing can be more ad- 


vantageous to the increaſe and ſucceſs 
of the induſtry of this kingdom, than 
the eſſectual ſupporting and promot- 
ing its foreign trade, which hath now 
been neglected for near, if not quite an 
age: it is certainly not only neceſſary 
and reaſonable, that the company be 
honourably and frankly refunded, and 
that the nation do likewiſe add a con- 
ſiderable ſtock towards the ſupport and 
ſtrengthening this fund for foreign 
trade, but conſidering the preſent cir- 
cumſtances and diſpoſitions of men and 
things, it would be a wiſe and politick 
conſtitution of this fund, for the nati- 
on, even to be at the riſque of the ptin- 
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cipal money of that part of thb leck 
belonging to particular men, ſo as only 


1 
$58 
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| the intereſt or forbearance ſhould. be 


at that of the Proprietors. thereof: that 
ſo by this means, thoſe who are not 


willing, or are, or may become unable 
might not beſo oppreſt and harraſſed 


as hitherto, which hath not only been 


a grievous oppreſſion to the parties con- 


cerned; but a miſchievous clog and 
dead weight on the company in all 118 


| ane 


But perhaps to this i it may cs ob- 


ʒjected, that if liberty were given, every 
one would be for fetching out his ſtock, 


and ſo leaving the eoohtty tobe alone 
: concerned. 55 22 en 


But to this it may be nate that 


was this fund left ſo precarious that 


every one might transfer their ſtock, 


been AAit 


ed. 
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and have it back again at their pleaſure; 
at a current rate; there might be ſome 
ground for this objection, ſince 
ſuch a caſe, there would be high 


mands of ſtock, when the company 


council of trade wanted not money, 


but upon every emergency, and when 


the countenance and aſſiſtance ofprivate 
men ſhould be moſt wanted, it would 


be leaſt found: but as this is propoſed 


the effect would be quite otherwile, 
ſince, when once a man transfers his 


ſock, he can never have it back, but 
if he will have more, muſt buy of ano- 
ther, ſo that this will only open a con- 
. venient door for a few neceſſitous or 


diſcontented people, either to ſell their 


ſtocks without loſs, or at leaſt get their 
money back again in the method pro- 
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people have already been no ſmall 
trouble, clog and perplexity to the com 
n and their proceedings, ſo if they 
ſhould now be left to ſell to loſs, this 
would be a means to continue and 


intail theſe K. 


caſy people on the company, at leaſt 
during the . thereof, if - not to 
alter time. 35 5 

As this mcthoc AYE open 4 5 
; able door, to let our diſcontented peo- 


ple, ſo it will render the remainder much 


more fi xt and ſteady, than it couldother- 
vwiſe be, ſince every one will endeavour 


70 keep and transfer to his poſterity, 


à concern, where he has a proſpect of 
aua by uad 


55 only from the riſque of 


cind of diſcontents, and un- 
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che intereſt or ende 


reaſonable management, will always 


keep it above the principal money: and 


28 all theſe public f unds, are, if it may 
be fo expreſt, as fo many barriers to 


liberty, and as ſo much ſecurity given 
by à nation againſt a revolution of 
government, ſo this will be of that qua- 
lity in a very particular manner; the 
which advantages will naturally render 
it one of the beſt contrived, and moſt 
convenient funds of that kind, and 
quantity in Europe. 


ARTICLE 3. By the n article 
of the firſt propoſal, * the preſident and 
* councellors of trade, nor any of them 


for the time they are ſuch, may be 


' capable of holding any place ofprofit 5 


© Cc 2 


ance of his capi- 
tal, the reputation and conyeniency . 
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er truſt in the government, or n re- 
c eieing any penſion, gift, or honour 
of his majeſty, that their time and 
thoughts may be wholly imployed, 
and taken up as councellors of trade, 

© without having; or being capable of 
Vany other office, place or dependence 

© whatſoever.” by which we ſee, that 
they are not only debarred from accept- 
ing any new office, honour or penſion, 
whilſt they are ſuch, but even thoſe 
who ſhall be poſſeſt of any place of 
profit or truſt, or that ſhall have any 5 
penſion, and happen to be choſen | - 
il councellors of trade are hereby obli- I} | 
i :  gedto reſign, before he or they can be 
1 capable of entering upon this truſt. 
Conſidering which, and the great at- 
tendance and fatigue the councellors of 
trade will be obliged unto, and that rea- 


a 


o n R a 
ſonably ſpeaking, no money can be 


/ ſo well beſtowed as upon theſe; who 
have the chief care and management 


of a buſineſs, ſince it is only that, which 
may properly be ſaid to render all the 
reſt effectual; three hundred pounds 
ſterling per annum ſalary, is doubtleſs 


too little, but it. ought to be conſidered 


that it is not only propoſed thus low; as 
being in the beginning of a bu ineſs, 


but to leave room for the bounty of his 


majeſty, and the eſtates upon; receiv- 


ing and peruſing their reports, at every 


meeting of parliament; ſince ſutable 
and honourable gratuitys, upon ſuch 
occaſions, will doubtleſs be thought a 


wiſe and politick inſtitution, when it 
ſhall be conſidered that the leſs or more 


happineſs of government, and even of 
human ſociety is naturally founded 


20 ON 
in the due and equal diſtribution of re- 
ward and bim perhaps, nicely 
ſpeaking, not puniſhment and reward 
but reward and puniſhment, for certain 


even the diſpoſing 


the very nature of them 
of ſtirring up men, more than three 
times as much, almoſt any has, way, 
fince here will not only be point of pro- 
fit, butavery ſingular point of honour, 
in the caſe, by which men will be natu- 
rally ſtirred up and prompted, if poſ- 


- 


Hy the due diſtribution, but 
1d placing of theſe, 
is of no ſmall conſequence to thoſe, 
who would incline men to virtue. it 


is likely ſuch kind of gratuitys, when 


ly not 


brought in uſe will hardly be worth 77 
than 100 lib. or more than 200 lib. 


per annum in a medium, but whatever 
the quantity of theſe gratuitys may be, 
| ill be capable 
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ſbleto gain more n or at leaſt as 


much as othe 


rs have done before them, 


yet notwithſtanding, when this conſti- 


tution ſhall come to be fully ſettled, 
and in ſo hopeful a way, as may be juſt- 


ly expected in five or ſix years after the 
cſtabliſhment thereof, it may be very 
reaſonable and neceſſary, to augment 
theſe yoo it may be to near, if not 
quite double what they are propoſed to 
be at preſent, and doubtleſs were theſe 
falarys doubled, they might with the 
gratuitys be ſufficient for men in ſuch 
ſtations, ſo long as the money ſhall 
continue to bear any _ _ the 
preſent proportion, it now does to o- 
ther things. 

ARTICLE 4. It is doubtleſs requi- 
Fay that the electors of the council of 
trade ſnould have their travelling char- 


28 .ccomntc'r'L 1 5 
ges and expences to, and at their ſeveral 
| yearly meetings for elections, ſince this 
will tend to the making their meetings 
more full, and the keeping of things 
upon a right foot and byas, and conſe- 
quently. as hath been ſaid, towards mak- 
ing the reſt, the more effectual. 
ARTICLE: 5. It is likewiſe highly 
LOR that a ſum of two thouſand 
pounds ſterling per annum at leaſt, 
ſhould by parliament be appropriated 
for allowances for the attendance of 
the directors, members of the council- 
general, and committees, and that alſo 
upon the reports from time to time; by 
them to be made, of the ſtate: of the 
company's affairs and proceedings, to 


his majeſty, and eſtates of parliament, 


honourable gratuitys and acknow- 
' - ledgements as the caſe may require 
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mould be made and given as eneou- | 


ragements to the directors, and it may 
likewiſe be neceſſary, that this allow 
ance for attendance ſhould be doubled, 
ſo ſoon as it ſhall pleaſe God, that the 


company's affairs ſhall become proſper- 
ous and flouriſhing ; ſince all who un- 


derſtand ſuch ſort of things, muſt needs 


allow, that no part of a company's'or 


a public ſtock can be ſo well beſtowed 


as upon reaſonable allowances, to ſuch 
as attend the management: and that 
altho' there is reaſon to believe, that 
hardly ever any attendance was better 


and more punctual, where money has 


not been allowed, than thoſe of the 
directors, councils- general and commit- 
tees of the company have hitherto 
been; yet ĩt would not be hard to make 
appear, that had the company from 


D d 


| | 


cob N 
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the very beginning, allowed double the 
annual ſum here propoſed, as an en- 
couragement for attendance, they might 


eee hays: been n yu 
ers. . 


129 7M adit of the ber * hs 


directors, to that of twenty will alſo be 


very neceſſary, that the company's af- 
fairs may as little as poſſible, be liable 
to the raw and giddy men of no- 
minal and honorary directors, whoſe 
time, temper, or buſineſs, may not, or 
cannot a * their _ and en, 
attendance. 5 


Of the twenty | Grin 3 ; 
As may always be ſuppoſed to be of 
the council of trade, five for the com- 
mittee of foreign affairs, who may con- 


tinue during the whole year, and the 


other twelve. by a rotation of three 


—— . a 1} 1 
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quarterly, may be the ordinary com- 
mittees in waiting or attendance. 


T! he annual rotation of one of four 
of the directors will likewiſe tend to 
the keeping up a more vigorous and 


induſtrious management, breed up a 
double number of perſons to the buſi- 
neſs, keep the controle better and more 
ſevere than it could poſſibly otherwiſe 
be: and yet neither the company, nor 


thoſe who ſhall ſignalize themſelves 


in their ſervice, will be any thing fo 
fleeting, precarious, and uncertain, as 


by" an annual election of the whole; 


ox PROPOSAL LV. 
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Thep powers propoſed for the coun- 


cil of trade are only ſuch as will be na- = 
tural, and ſutable to their work, nor = 
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5 can they be prejudicial to, or give rea- 


ſonable umbrage to any, unleſs ſome 
{cruples ſhould be made with relation 
to the power of admiralty: but to this 
it may be anſwered, that ſince his grace 
the Duke of Lennox, is now heredi- 
tary lord high admiral of this kingdom, 
and the right honourable the Earl of 
Argyle is admiral of a great part of the 
weſtern coaſt, which are powers and 


prerogatives, not any way fit for ſub- 


jects, excepting only ſuch as are at the 
ſame time intruſted with the immediate 
care and protection of trade; ſo if the 


council of trade ſhall be impowered to 


give ſufficient equivalents to theſe par- 
ties concerned, his majeſty's preroga- 
tive does not at all ſeem to be leſſened 
— | : 

But if it- ſhall ſtill - be inſiſted on.in 
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behalf of his majeſty, chat altho it may 
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be reaſonable enough to give theſe 
hereditary admirals equivalents for their 
pretenſions ; yet it will not beſeem the , 
royal majeſty, for any ſubje& to have 
the right of commanding the naval 


force, without direct appointment and 


controle from the king, this may be 


eaſily ſolved by a proviſo in the act of 


parliament impowering the council of 


trade, to accept of, and execute the of- 
fice of lord high admiral, when and as 


often, as they ſhall be thereunto ap- 
pointed, and commiſſionated by his 
majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, it be- 
ing juſtly ſuppoſed, that the nature of 
the thing will ſufficiently incline the 


kings and queens of this realm from 


time to time, to commit this power to 
the council of trade. 


n 8 ” i o ln 1 


he 7 


| ARTICLE. 6. Unjuſt and el 

nents do not only involve all 
1 concerned in the legiſlation and 
execution in guilt and blood, but they 
are always moſt ineffectual for the ends 


propoſed] for in all ages, countrys and 
| places of the world, the more cruel 
and ſanguinary the laws, the more bar- 


barous and numerous the rapines and 
murders, and this is not at all to be 
wondered at, ſince not only the well 


1 being; but the very being of things are 
altogether founded in juſtice and right ; 
ſince the root and ſpring of this is not 
at all from time, but from eternity ; 
and** thatjuſtice and righteouſneſs is 
_ © thebaſisof enn throne and do- 


15 minion. 


23 And ſince dials thingy are ts plain 


Pal. IXXIIix. 14 and xcvil, 2. 
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not only from reaſon but even the prac- 


tice thereof, how ſtrange muſt" it be 
not only to find men, who lay claim 


to a ſhare of common ſenſe and reaſon; 
buteven not a few of thoſe who pre- 
tend to be Chriſtians, expecting the ſuc- 
ceſs and duration of their laws, con- 
ſtitutions, and governments, further 
than they have regard to, or quadrate 


with juſtice and equity, and that they 


anſwer that ſtandard and meaſure 
of a RL the ou and "_ led 
law of God. e f e 

If thoſe who are concerned in pads - 
a or executing of unjuſtand un- 
equal laws, would be but ſerious in a = 
matter of ſuch weight, as truth and juſ- 
tice is, they might eaſily be convinced 


of the true reaſons, not only: of the 


"FI viii. 20. 
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weakneſs, but pernicious conſequences 


of all theſe laws, which have rather been 
the effects of mens paſſions and appe- 
tites, than of their reaſon; and have 
proceeded from violent humours, and 
prejudices, rather than from any duer re- 


ſpe& to juſtice and right. 
We in this nation have had our part 


i of experience, both of the weakneſs 
and pernicious conſequences of unjuſt 


and bloody laws, and particularly in this 
matter of the puniſhment of theft. for 


had the laws with relation to this, been 
as much founded on reaſon and due 


conſideration, as they have been in that 


ol paſſion, prejudice and violence, they 


would not only have been much more 


effectual, but the nation had been free 
of the guilt and blood, in which by 
this means it hath be en involved. 


dee e it is ene Eure, 


ſervations,chiefly to inſiſt on the tem- 
poral, or political reaſons of things 5 


treating only of matters relating to 
trade and improvements in this world, 


we ſhall not here inlarge furtlier on 
what is more ſpiritual i in the matter of 
juſtice and right, than as an introduti- 


on to what of this nature "_ han 
to lay it. down as afi e 5 


that wha ee, in . times, | 


or incal of their flying from one 


atrother, ſeem to us poor, 
6 we d ſhort-ſighted mortals: and 
however our hearts may be hardened, 
gor our eyes blinded, fo as not to ſee, or 
umderſtand the nature, courſe, nor the 


end thereof; yet certainly, that which 


is moſt juſt, in its nature, is alſo moſt 


beneficial, not only in reſpe& of the 
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15 ere ; 
ſo it is ſelf-evident; that it will not only 
be very e effectual, but likewiſe bene- 
It 1 dee d/ the public, ſince the + thief 
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23 : ss an abe of this juſtice, he 'bleſ- 
1 ee ie ſtan | 


— as the dane ee kak e- 
or theft is agreeable to this law, 


be hereby obliged to reſtore four · 


= fold, and to work at hard labour for 
= the ſpaceof three years. and if hehave 
= not to ſatisfy for the theft, then to be 
cCondemned for any time, not exceed- 
ning fix years more, whereby, conſider- 
ing the common ſtrength of body of 

| theſe kindof people, and tlie work they 
may be imployed in, they may be ca- 
5 ene b little leſs, if not more 


+ Exod, xii, 125 FRE 


i 0 7 * 1 15 a, 
than five ſhill. per 


wich another, abot teighteen pence per 
head whereof may go to their fabGiſ. | 


tance, and the reſt to be equally divided 


council of trade, and thus in nine years 
time, a ſum of eighty pound ſterling 
or upwards may be gained by the thief, 
or at leaſt by the maſs of them in a me- 


dium, for or towards ſatisfaction for the: 
heft, beſides the advantage the nation 
will have in having its people preſerved, 
and its induſtry increaſed thereby.” - 
But if ſuch as are nice in the matter 


gainſt that part of the puniſhment, that 


extends to condemnation of the thief,” 
to three year 8 hard labour, even after 


he or ſhe ſhall have made a fourfold 


ſatisfaction for the theft: to thisit * 
r 


by the in 
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E | ers bots js fappoſed % th 
tution to have full fatisfattion ; but 
altogether on the account of the ſtate, 
who no doubt is naturally obliged, and 
ſtitution of this national oe - 
conomy, will only take the due and 
neceſſary care, toſceallits ſubjects well 
and duely imployed: indeed, were this 
ſpaceof three years propoſed for a much 


1 ; a * Z 
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longer time, it might be hard, but ſince 


the timeis ſo ſhort, that leſs can hardly 
be ſuppoſed ſufficient t reduce ſuch a 
ſort of diffolute people from their habit 
of ſloth and idleneſs,tothat of induſtry, 
to unlearn them their trade of thievery, 
and learn them another, which inſtead 

of being deſtructive to both, is profi- 

table to themſelves and the public, it 
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- objected, that ſome of theſe thieves 
will be fo ſtubborn, that there will be 
no breaking them with this work. to 
this it may be likewiſe anſwered, that 
conſidering the ſeveral ſorts of hard and 
ſtrong labour, the council of trade will 
naturally have for many hundreds, if 
not for ſome thouſand 8 of people, ſome 
it Jof which work will be of ſuch a na- 
y, ture, as no man can endure for many. 
y, ears, or perhaps months together, we 
id need not doubt, but they will be ſufſi- 
iently in a | condition to tame and 
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And thus by this conſtitution our 
country inſtead of being i in this caſe 
cruel to her young as hitherto, will be- 
come capable of being a tender and 
_ indulgent mother, and inſtead of not 
only loſing her children, but contract- 
ing the guilt of their blood, ſhe -may 
be put in a condition | of reaping good 
fruit from their labours; and after- 
ward, as they return to their duty of 
receiving them, with open arms, and 
by this means, it may be juſtly hoped, 
that in a few years, there will not be 
one twentieth part of the malefactors, 
crimes, or criminals, of that kind to be 
found, that there is at this day. 
AIARTIcCLEy. Bribery, cheating, de- 
ſigned cheating, wilful ban kruptſie, and 


ol, that they are tt 
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fraud e theft, and __ from 


being a leſſer, or inferior degree there- 
ie worſt and heinouſ- 
eſt of all; ſince theſe not only break 
and violate the public faith and truſt 
equally with the other; but likewiſe 
the more peculiar ties and obligations 


among men, and thereby undermine 


the very foundation of human ſociety 
and commerce: ſo that it ſeems ſtrange, 


that thoſe who firſt invented the hang 


ing of thieves, did not begin with this 


ſort firſt, and makes it juſtly to be ſuſ- 

pected, that theſe ſort of fraudulent 
thieves, who are not only the moſt po- 
litick and potent, but generally the 
moſt numerous of all, might have the 
firſt and principal hand. in this, in all 
the countrys, where it hath been i intro- 


duced, and might raiſe. all this duſt, | 


th ben nce it de 
bee for of thieves are of the whole 
the greateſt peſts of ts REP if 
any deſerve harder uſage than others, 
_ it ought to be they; oe there 
bet ag no difference made by the rule 
of righteouſneſs, we ſhall only fay, * 
* that as there ought not to be any re- 
ſpett of t in judgment, where 
ie poor ſhould not be countenanced 
3.56 ee becauſe of his poverty, nor 
1 * the rich reſpected or honoured, be- 


uſe of bis wealth or power;/fo ＋ 2 
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government reſolves in good earneſt | 


to encourage honeſty and virtue, and 


diſcountenance the contrary by their 


examples of juſtice, as well as other- 
wiſe, there is no doubt, but one example 


of a potent thief, eſpecially if he be of 
this ſort, will contribute more towards 
the people's ine and fearing, 


and doing ſo no more, than that of a 


hundred ſheep- ſtealers, ſhoplifts and 


ſuch like, and, generally ſpeaking, ſince 


the deſign of the law is equally to hin- 


der the great thieves from hanging the 
little ones, or from interceeding for, or 
protecting one another; and ſince here 


is no man's blood taken, ſince the pu- 
niſhment is ſo juſt and eaſy, and that 
here is no ſuch bar or tache, as either 
to hinder or diſcourage a thief of any 
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fort from returning to his duty; it is 
hoped that if this conſtitution be once 
ſet on foot, there ſhall no more thieves 
of what ſort or quality ſoever, be ſuf- 
fered to eſcape the puniſhment, and 
rhat it ſhall become a diſcredit little 
leſs than that of the theft itſelf, ſo much 
as to interceed to this purpoſe. and 
when things fhall be thus carryed, we 


ſhall ſoon ſee both the number of the 


crimesand criminals diminiſh,and come 
to be as ſeldom, as now they are fre- 
quently. found, or heard „ 

Ass the hanging of thieves, in all 
eountrys, where practiſed, hath been 
found to be a deſtructive and unſuc- 
deſsful piece of cruelty, ſo is the con- 


founding the fraudulent debtor, which 
the poor and honeſt debtor together: 
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by the law of God, creditors are ſo far 


from having a right to bury the perſons 
of their poor unhappy debtors in pri- 
ſons, that they might not take from 


them any thing which was neceſſary for 
their ſubſiſtance or ſupport ; for thus 


it is written, viz: * when thou lendeſt 
thy brother the loan of any thing, thou 
* ſhalt not go into his houſe to fetch 
* his pledge, thou ſhalt ſtand abroad, 


and the man to whom thou doeſt 


lend ſhall bring the pledge abroad un- 
to thee: and if the man be poor, thou 
£ ſhalt not ſleep with his pledge. in any 
* caſe thou ſhalt deliver him the pledge 
again when the ſun goeth down, that 


he may ſleep in his own raiment, and 
£ bleſs thee: and it ſhall be ! 


Deut. xxiv. 10 to 14. 
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© ouſneſs unto thee before the Lord 
thy God 7+ | 


4 


And we have not only this negative 
in the caſe, but likewiſe an affirmative 


in the following terms, * if there be 
among you a poor man of one of thy 
5 brethren, within any of thy gates, in 


* the land which the Lord thy God 


* giveth thee,thou ſhalt not harden thy 


c heart, nor ſhut thine hand from thy | 


poor brother: but thou ſhalt open 


© thine hand wide unto him, and ſhalt 


* ſurely lend him ſufficient for his need, 
in that which he wanteth. beware 


© that there be not a thought in thy 


© wicked heart, ſaying, the ſeventh year, 


the year of releaſe is at hand: and thine 


eye be evil againſt thy poor brother, 
* and thou giveſt him nought, and he 


* Deut, xv. 7. to ts 


fu 
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©cry unto. the Lord againſt thee, and 
jt be fin unto thee.” thou ſhalt ſurely 

give him, and thine heart ſhall not be 
« grieved when thou giveſt unto him : 


© becauſe that for this thing the Lord 
thy God ſhall bleſs thee in all thy 


© works,andin all that thou putteſt thine 
hand unto. for the poor ſhall never 
« ceaſe out of the land: therefore 1 
command thee, ſaying, thou ſhalt open 
© thine hand wide unto thy brother, to 
* thy poor and to thy n in thy 
land. 
So that thoſe who canals poor 
debtors, in whom there is not found 
any fraudulent deſign, are guilty of 
breaking two ſeveral commands at one 
and the ſame time, and not only ſo, 
but this is directly againſt one of the 
fundamental petitionsof the prayer. of f 
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every Chriſtian, and ought it not to be 
wondered at! that any of thoſe who 
call themſelves Chriſtians, ſhould not 
only by their lives, but even by their 
laws ſo ſtrangely contradict, their pre- 
repts and even their very prayers. 
As this practice is directly oppoſite 
to the law of God, ſo is it of a moſt 
deſtruclive nature in itſelf, ſince hereby 
honeſt men are not only made liable 
to the ſame fate, but even put in 4 
worſe condition than the worſt ſort of 
thieves. for the thief often takes care 
to ſecure enough both to maintain his 
family if he have one, and for himſelf 
to live plentifully in priſon, or in the 
place of his retirement, whereas the 
honeſt marvand his family, muſteither 
ſtarve or at leaſt be in danger: of ſtarv- 
ing: fo that one-and the ſame proce- 


— 
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dure, opens a door to let the guilty e⸗ 
ſeape and to oppreſs the innocent; bes 
ſides the miſchievous ee of 

- | this to commerce in getieral, by proving 

- | a hcher and loop-holefor thieves; and 

N 2 temptation and diſcouragement to 

e men, who are reduced to low or deſpe- 

t rate circumſtances, from being juſt to 

y | their creditors, to the beſt of their 
e power: it brings a great deal of blood 

2 and guilt on a land, and renders a great 

of number | of people who might be both 

re || uſeful and beneficial to the public, and 
is in a hopeful way of doing at leaſt ſome- 

If what towards diſcharging their debts, 

ie not only uſcleſs but an nee 

ie | burthen to their country. 

er ARTI DLE S. This eight article, 8 
w- brings us to a third fort of thieves, 


which is that idle and diſſolute peo- 
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ple called beggars, for altho' they be 


ſomewhat more tame and familiar with 


us; yet are they really but another ſort 


of thieves: by this we mean only ſuch 


as make begging the whole or any 


part of their trade or buſineſs. for 


there 1s no doubt, but one man, not 
only may, but hath a right to beg or 
. deſire a favour of another, in a trait, 
in a difficulty, or upon an emergency, 
as appears plainly by the diſcourſe on 
the laſt article, but that any thing of 
mankind ſhould make this their buſi- 
neſs, or any part thereof, is not only 
_ contrary to juſtice but to all good or- 
der among men; and indeed it is won- 
derful to think, that ever any thing 
that looks like, or pretends to be a go- 
vernment of men, but eſpecially of 
Chriſtians, who at leaſt pretend to be 
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| the beſt and wiſeſt fort of them, ſhould 


allow ſuch a diſorder to human ſoci- | 


ety, as a profeſt trade of begging, but 
eſpecially ſince, as we have faid, peo- 


ple and their induſtry, are not only the 


* trueſt and moſt ſolid riches of a prince 
or ſtate; but in reſpe& of them all o- 
ther things are but imaginary. 
But inſtead of fo great good, as the 
world had juſt reaſon to expect, from 


theſe governments, commonly called 
Chriſtian, in the matter of due care, and 


good order among men, and even im- 
provement of human ſociety, beyond 


what it could poſſibly attain to in 
Heathendom, we are ſorry there is oc- 
caſion to ſay, that altho' there might be 
ſome few of this ſort of thieves, ſculk - 
ing up and down in all ages, and in all 
times of the world; yet certainly this 
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trade of begging or beggaty was ne- 
ver introduced in form, but by, and to- 
gether with the corruption of the Chri- 
ſtian religion; in ſome of whoſe coun- 
tries it is come to that height, that 
begging is not only accounted a credit, 
but even a piece of devotion. 115 
As the rooting out this evil would 
be one of the greateſt and beſt pieces of 
ſervice that could poſſibly be done to 
à country, ſo certainly it would be no 
eaſy matter; for if, as ſome have ad- 
viſed, a law were made to reduce theſe 
diſſolute people back again to ſlavery, 
as with the antient heathens, in ſuch a 
cafe, only the ſtrongeſt and ableſt of 
them would be taken up by particular 
men, and ſtill the weakeſt and moſt 
| helpleſs, would be left to ſtarve, or 
be miſerable in themſelves, and a dead 
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weight on the induſtry of others; ſo 
that the evil might thereby be ſome- 


what leſſened and abated, but far enough 


from being rooted out. from the con- 
ſideration of which and even from the 
thing, as it appears in the practice in 


thoſe countries, where one man is made 
another's property, it may reaſonably 
be preſumed, that nothing leſs than a 
national conſtitution with theſe or the 
like powers and means, can ever ef- 
fectually redreſs this diſorder, and this 
is not only plain in the reaſon thereof, 


but likewiſe in the practice; ſince in 
Holland, ſeveral of the Hanſe- towns, 
and other places of Europe, it is only by 
conſtitutions and funds expreſsly adap- 
ted and applyed, that, nationally ſpeak- 


ing, people are found capable of being 
G g 2 
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broken off from their habits of leſs a 
and ſloth. W: Þ 

But his is not a the moſt pro- 

bable way of rooting out beggary and ec 
floth ; but, conſidering the nature of e 
theſe propoſals, and the dependance the | a 
things have upon one another, this will I t! 
be the moſt profitable method thathath . 
hitherto, or perhaps can be propoſed; I ſi 
ſince by this means the whole, whether I al 
they be more or leſs capable, will be tc 
equally taken care of, and comfortably i tc 
and wholſomly maintained; and every ſc 
one who is liable to do any thing of I cl 
what nature ſoever, will here find their ||| tt 
work ready provided for them. and I n- 
altho there is no manner of doubt but || te 
they will be araw and untoward crew I ur 
at firſt, yet in time they may be brought I of 
into ſuch a method, and put upon ſuch ar 
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a train of buſineſs, as will make it very 
' eaſy to keep them in order. 


By what hath been derbe in the like 


caſes elſewhere, it may reaſonably be 
expected, that in leſs than four years 


after the ſettlement of this conſtitution: 


there nced not be a beggar, or other 
vagabond left in the kingdom: and in 


fix or ſeven years the work of the more 


able of theſe people may be brought 
to be very near, if not quite ſufficient 
to ſubſiſt the whole maſs of them, in- 
ſomuch, that after this, the voluntary 


charities together with the product of 


their own work may be ſufficient, if 
not more than enough for their main- 


tenance. by voluntary charity, we 


underſtand only ſuch as comes to be 
offered or given, by the partes og. 


and without being moved ther unto;by, 
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any particular ſolicitation, or —_— of | 


their compaſſion. 
Nov for the better and more parti- 
let underſtanding of the benefit this 
| kingdom may receive, by the imploy- 
ment of its poor, and promoting and 
| fupporting the induſtry of its people as 
propoſed by this conſtitution, it may 
be neceſſary to take notice, that as in 
the obſervations on equal taxing, the 
conſumption of this kingdom is ſup- 
poſed to be about 3, 400, ooo, lib. 
ſterl. per annum, and the number of 
the people to be 600, ooo. that one 
fourth part or about 150,000, of this 
number, conſume above one half of this 
general expence, or about 1, 800, ooo. 
I. or near 4 8. 8d. ſterl. per week per 
head. that the remainder or other three 
fourths of this maſs of people do not 
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ſpend above 1, 600, ooo, per annum 


or a little more than 16 d. per week 
per head. ſo it may be probably con- 


jectured, that one third or about 
1 50,000. of theſe may ſpend about 21 
pence ſterl. per week,and that another 
third may be ſubſiſted at about 16 d. 
per week: but that the laſt third or 
nunber of 1 50, ooo, are a ſort of peo- 
ple, who we may venture to ſay do little 
more than half live, and do not one 
with another ſpend above 11 pence 
per week per head. that the two middle 
ſorts by their induſtry, do not only pro- 
vide their own maintenance, but like- 
wiſe. contribute the greateſt» ſhare f 


that of both the other extreames. that 

the people of this lowelt extream, al- 
tho'as hath been ſaid, they | little more 
than half live; yet at leaſt one half of = 
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this is contributed by others, and 
might venture again to diſtinguiſh 


loweſt ſort of people from one ano- | 


ther, we ſhould ſuppoſe that one third 
or fifty thouſand of them, do not gain 
above two thirds of their ſubſiſtance, 
the other third not above one half: and 
that the remainder do but gain one 


third of their expence, ſo as the whole 


deficiency may amount to the ſum of 
168, 750. | 

Upon conſidering tha reaſons af 
theſe conjectures, and comparing of 
them with a foregoing computation, 
whereby we have ſuppoſed the nation 
to be at an expence of 135, ooo, lib. 
ſterl. per annum, towards maintenance 


of their poor, we are inclined to be- 


lieve, that the poor of this kingdom 
do not, in direct expence, ſtand the na- 
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tion in leſs than a ſum of 1 35, ooo. nor 


perhaps in much more than this ſum _ 
of about 170, ooo. but it is to be ob- 


ſerved, that in this expence we reckon 
not only what is given in money, but 


likewiſe what is given in any other 
ſpecie, ſince there is nothing can be con- 


tributed to their relief, but muſt have a 


value, let that value be more or leſs. 
Nou by this conſtitution the nati- 


on will not only be eaſed of all this ex- 


pence, excepting only the voluntary 
charities, which can hardly be ſuppoſ- 
ed to amount to one fifth part thereof; 
but theſe people who live but at the 


rate of ten or eleven pence per week 


or ſome at that of leſs, will be naturally 
brought, in a ſmall time, to live at the 
rate of ſixteen pence per week, one with 
another. 


H h 
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It is likewiſc to be obſerved, chat 
1 altho there be here ſuppoſed. to be 


150,000 people; who leſs of more are 
a burthen or dead weight on others, 
yet there will perhaps never above a 
filth part, if ſo many of thoſe come to 


be liable to the public works, or under 


the direct care of the council of trade; 
ſince this conſtitution will naturally 
give life, ſupport and encouragement 
to the induſtry of the whole kingdom, 
which, all things conſidered, may be 


preſumed will be nearer twenty than 


ten times, what ſhall be under their 
immediate care and direction. 


The encouragement and ſupport, | 


that will thereby be given to the in- 
duſtry of the nation, may with any 
thing of a management be reaſonably 


ſuppoſed in five or fix years time, to 
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| bring this maſs of 450,000 people to 
be able to conſume a third part more, 


or at the rate of two ſhillings per week 


one with another; by which time it 


may likewiſe be hoped they may begin 
to be ina condition of laying up ſome: 
what in national ſtore. 1 
Thus by this conſtitution the na- 
tion may not only be caſed of a dead 


weight of more than one hundred 


thouſand pounds ſterl. yearly of direct 
expence ; but theſe people who are 
now the greateſt burthen to the indu- 
ſtry of the kingdom may be made its 
principal ſupport: and thoſe who are 


now the great and principal means of 
our poverty, may become the chiefeſt 
cauſe of our wealth. for theſe are the 


hands that muſt put all what we have 
before ſpoken of in motion, and! it is 
H h 2 
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only in proportion to their number or 


capacities, that things can be under - 
taken and done, and therefore as be- 
fore this conſtitution be introduced, it 
might properly enough be ſaid, we have 


too many people, yet then we ſhall be 


| found to have too few. ; 

From all which, and much more 
that might be ſaid on this head, it may 
be reaſonably concluded that with re- 


lation to ſociety, as an induſtrious man 


is naturally the moſt beneficial creature, 


© that is or can be in, or to the world; : 


ſo the ſluggard is not only a burden to 


himſelf, for lazy people take always 


moſt pains, but even to the earth he 
moves on, and to mankind i in general; ; 
of whom he pretendsto be a part, and 


' that in all ſocieties, whether great or 
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mall, thoſe who bear rule, are highly 
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obliged; and deeply concerned, 
in juſtice and intereſt, to Hales con» 

venient and ſufficient work, and ſub- 
ſiſtance for thoſe committed to their 


tance of gold and ſilver in exchange 
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care; and both by example and correc- 
tion, to oblige them to be induſtrious. 
ARTICLE 14. The uſe andacceps 


for other things was at firſt, and origi - 


nally introduced into the world, by the 


common conſent of men, wherein the 
quantity or value was not conſidered, 
or diſtinguiſhed by mar ks or names, but 
by weight and fineneſs; and therefore 


ve ſind when * Abraham bought the 


field of Ephron, he weighed four hun- 
dred ſhekels of ſilver current money 
with the merchant, but in proceſs. of 
dne, and when trade 80 to ex- 


Gen. xxl, 14. 


246 1 1 N C1 I. 8 
tend itſelf through many and remote 
| countrys; to make the receipts and 
payments of gold and ſilver more eaſy, 
certain marks, ſtamps, or numbers, to 
| ſignify the weightand fineneſs thereof, 
were deviſed to be put upon the ſeveral 


paieces: and at firſt theſe marks were 


put by ſome. of the principal money- 
ers or traders themſelves, and had A 
currency at leaſt, ſo far as they were 
known, or had a reputation, but ſince 
the public of a country was not only 


better known, but ſuppoſed to be leſs 


ſubject to fraud; therefore the putting 
of theſe marks, or making theſe certi- 


FF > fications were naturally and of courſe 
referred to the care and truſt of princes || 
3 or ſtates: but as with other: ſorts - of 
bankrupts, ſo it is but too often with 
bankrupt ſtates, when by ill courſes 
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they are reduced to traits and diffi- 


culties, they commonly forſake the 
profitable as well as laudable meaſures 
of truth and juſtice, and betake them- 


ſelves to indirect ſhifts and little tricks, 
among which the diminiſhing, deba- 


ſing or altering the denomination of the 


current money hath ſometimes been 


This purloining trick 5 | tan 


which opened a door for depraving | 


both as to matter and meaſure thoſe 


ſpecies, which by the conſent of men 

in moſt places of the world are agreed 

to be the common ſtandard and mea- 

| ſure of allother things, was introduced 

with the deſtruction of the Roman 
Empire, by the Goths, Vandals, and 

other barbarous northern nations, 


through the craft of the Jes and Lom 
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bards of theſe days, who made uſe of 


co N 


the ignorance of the times, and the 


neceſſities of ſeveral paultry princes, 


under whom they lived; to their own 


particular advantage, but to the inex- 
preſſible prejudice of the general com- 
merce, perſuaded thoſe princes, and not 


a few among the giddy and unthinking 


eroud, that the giving their money ano- 
ther or better name would increaſe | 


its value. % Ph 


As to many others, fo 4 unac- 
1 ible conceit hath been very pre- 


| 11 judicial to this nation, and altho' we 


M4 
8 7 
+ 


ſee at this day, that the pound ſterling 


in England, the livre in France, the 
gilder in Holland and other places, and 
the pound Scots here, which were ori- 


1 ginally near, if not quite the ſame thing, 


are not a penny the better for their dif- 
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farent names, but ſo 
they create an uncertainty and difficul- 


1686, by which our pound ſterling is JF 
Jebaſed or ſunk to about eight and a 


ſince, beſides other diſadvantages, been 
a ſenſible 


loſs to a country; whether the redu- 


an or W it where it now is, would 


queſtion nor eat y determined, and 
which a council of trade, after due in- 
quiry and examination of the matters 
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far the worſe as' 


ty in commerce. yet we find another 
alteration of our money in the year 


third per cent. below that of the En- 
liſh value. which alteration hath ever 


addition to the ene | 
upon this kingdom, in the matter e 
exchange; but ſince any alteration in 
noney, which way ſoever it be, is a real 


cing the ſtandard back again to what it 
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capable judges. 
The eee. or un- 


certaintys in the moneys, or in the 


weight and meaſures of a country, al- 


tho they be of the moſt inſenſible, 
yet are they of the moſt pernicious 


conſequences to trade and commerce. 


in the matter of money, we may have 
ſome proſpect of the quantity, and na- 


ture ref the miſchief, if we conſider char 
neys en not 0 eee ny corona 
part of the other effects, ſo that any im- 
poſition or difficultys on the moneys, 
doth not only directly affect this one, 


but likewiſe the other nineteen parts, 
whereof it is the meaſure and ſtandard: 


whereas when impoſitions, alterations 


or difficulties happen unto, or come 
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upon any other part of the ſtock, or ; 
effects of a country, it for the moſt part 
affects that part only, where'it diretly iſ 


falls or lys. from which it may be rea- 


| ſonably concluded, that whatever the 


preſent F rench king, raiſed by his late 


impoſitions on the alterations of mo- 


ney, hath done at leaſt ten times the 
prejudice to France, that the ſums 


could have done when raiſed another 


way ; but this by being often done in 


that kingdom, hath gained credit” by 
: time and frequent practice, and we : 
| know conceits thus acquired and root- 


ed, are not eaſily parted with, even by 


particular men, and much; leſs * na- 
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The money of this ina v m ; 


is in weight and fineneſs under the 


ſtandard, hath certainly done more 
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; wiſchicf »necially:v0 the nation, for 6 
| veral years laſt paſt, 4 | 1. 
5 the loſs would be in crying it down, and 


all that kind of ſpecies; ſo it is rea- 
ſonably propoſed, to be called in, and 
recoined, the loſs whereof vill be but 
very inconſiderable, and this but for 
4 - and perhaps will fall as eaſily 
| bw and equally on the poſſeſſors of theſe 
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only than all 


-nce of recoining thereof, but 
perhaps than the very nominal value of 


* as _ other way it could be 
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© ton of money, are alſo very pernicious 
do a country, and have juſt a contrary 
= 0 to what is at leaſt pretended to 
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e money in the country; ſince: be- 
ſides the other n this nn 


e deſigned by them, which is to keep 


1 the main cauſe of the grievous loſs 
we are commonly at in the exchange. 


accidents which happen but ſeld 


naturally occaſion loſs by exchange or 
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No forclearer light in this matter, 
it rooght to be conſidered, thatabating 


and are inconſiderable, in the whole, 
there are but three things, which can 


therein receiving leſs than the real value 
of the money of a country. that is to 
ſay, the ſuppoſed expence of carriage, 
from the different places, the ſuppoſed 


riſque or the hazard of this conveyance, 


and the uſe or intereſt for the forbear- 
ance of this money, for the time it is 
ſuppoſed to be lying out, and that all 
theſe three together, reaſonably e | 

ing. between this 2 London, can 


mount to above three per cent 
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Nou if from thence it ſhall be aſked, 


i ad from what reaſons then nk 
our exchange come to riſe to our pre- 
judice, even to fifteen; ſixteen, and 


ſometimes much higher. to this it may 


be anſwered, that this likewiſe comes 
by three things, of which we ourſelves 
nne The Tones! as 1. by the uncertain- 


ty of our money in general, ſince the 


1 the year 1686. 2. by the 
corruption of ſome of our coin in par- 
ticular. but in the third place, eſpe- 
5 cially and above all, by the reſtraint 
on the exportation. for we may be 
. re the merchant, 2 or mo- 


at moſt; ſo that at higheſt the hun- 
dred pounds in London ought never 
to exceed one hundred: cleve: 
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So that this thread: bare gift * re- 5 


| drain is ſo far from hindering the ex- 


portation as pretended ; that beſides its 
other inconveniences, which are more 
inſenſible, on the one hand it incoura- 
ges, and even forces, not only the e- 


portation, but real loſs, of as much as : 


foreigners get, of what we are impoſed 


upon in the exchange, on that account: 
as likewiſe as much as we are obliged 


to pay to them for running the real 7 
ſpecies, when it is found neceſſary to 


carry it out, and on the other hand, it 


hinders the importation of any gold 


or ſilver, but what muſt by ſome ne- 

ceſſity or other be brought in, ſince we 
may be ſure no body would wiſh his * 
money, no more than his perſon, iu a l 


priſon: Bl es: ack bib moe, 


as well as men, 1 


| that as trade and the meaſures thereof, 
is originally and naturally founded, in 


the common conſent of men, ſo it ever 
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duties, lies upon this part of our in- 


duſtry, may be near if not quite as 
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of the voi] by the name of entry mo- 
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whole, his majeſty's rev | 
= of being prejudiced will ww "conſiders | 
* benefited: thereby. dot a 
hy this means we may not eig 
cdapa ble of giving ſolid encouragement 
10 our manufactures at home, but the 
ehe des of the one part of the na- 
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WO or three 
ings be ſettled; yet upon the 


whatever may happen for 


will ** | 
__equiy lent to a ner; an Wer the 
weight of the duties will effectually be 
taken from the induſtry, and put upon 
the conſumption, where they natu rally 
ought to ly. and yet conſidering that 
+ the duties: on the conſumption will be ; 
doubled: and the life and encourage- 
ment this will give to navigatio n, 


enue, inſtead 
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nations; and not only ſo, but moſt part 
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the nation might be freed from 


dious courſes, or rather f hifts of re- 
ſtraints and prohibitions, wh ich never 


did nor poſſibly can anſwer! the pro- 
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poſed: end but © Antrary: are 


1 aa: impediments, to the aan, 


iſtry, and the due corre- 


ſpon ence and commerce of nations. 
and by which, inſtead f inlarging 


and increaſing our cotreſpondence a- 


broad, we ſhould put ourſelves in a 
ſtate of enmity with all or moſt trading 
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s Ss prudently' be =_ 
contribute conſiderably: towards the WM 
expence of protecting and ſupporting | | 
the induſtry of the other part thereof, 
and inſtead of being further ſhackled, 
pernicious conſequences of theſe invi- 


brought to 1 4 


their very nature;the moſt pernicious _ 
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4 of he * ſhipping we have ſtill re- 
Ta maining, and of the few people we have 
yet in buſineſs would be put quite out 
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of their bias ; ſince we ſhould hereby 


diſable them from one trade, before we 


learnt or provided them with another. 


by multiplying of oaths, ſcarches, dan- 
gers and difficulties, upon what fo- 
| reign and domeſtic trade ſhould be til 


hands of honeſt and capable men, and 


abandoned to ſuch deſigning and in- 
tri uing knaves, as can or rather * 
afford us, not their goods and mer - 
chandizes, but their n and dperjure | 


at the loweſt price. YT 


But it is hoped, theſe nnd tas like 
| miſchic 0 
of the kingdom in general, and to his 
majeſty's revenue in particular, will 


us conſequences, to the trade 
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the nation from the danger of theſe 
| ben and e aue of — Id; 
who the more and deeper they enter 
upon due examination and ſcrutiny 
of theſe or the like things, the more 
they will naturally find, that it is not by 
| little ſhifts or tricks, but by downright 
diligence and induſtry, that the trade 
of a country can be ah 0 ime 
| Proved. 288985 g 10] 
Since the farming ah . ee go 
foreign exciſe, is in the nature of the 
thing not only of pernicious conſe- 
quence to the trade, but whatever it 
may ſeem, from the ſcrewing things up. 
to an extremity for a n yet ceræ 


in uſtey aint civil intereſt ot th 


EE at le ong run it is likewiſe huttful 
to that revenue of his majeſty, and 
therefore by the ſixth article of this 
oY propoſal, the preſent farm or tack there- 
ol is propo ed to be broken, and 
; the ſaid cuſtoms or foreign W 2 my 
. not be hereafter let to farm. W 
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| en ſnould come to be ſettled as here 
propoſed, a new book of rates, or at 
| leaſt conſiderable ere in 1 oil 
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| | sons, ik ingdom hathnotonly been 
| || deprived of the imperial ſeat of its go 
s || vernment, but there with loſt the ordi- 
- | narymeansof c countenancing and pro- 
t || teRingits foreign trade by naval force, 
7 | ambaſſadors, reſidents and ſuch like; 
' || wherefore as much as poſſible to ſup- 
ph this natural defect, it is hereby 
e propoſed, that an artificial ſecurity be 
t | formed upon the cuſtoms and foreign 
d || exciſe, which was, is, and in the nature 
of the thing ought only and chiefly, 
to be granted and ſettled for the pro- 
i || tection and ſecurity of foreign trade. 
And conſidering our late uſage and 
preſent circumſtances, it might not be 
e unreaſonable to expect that this fund 
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„ var; but ſince chis might » at 


one time or other be a real and c con- 


ſiderable prej dine to that revenue, or 


give umbrage or diſſatisfaction to his 
majeſty, it is therefore not inſiſted 
on, but only propoſed that this kund 
may for neee as a ſecurit 


againſt ſuch ungrateful and more than 


barbarous treatments, as this nation 
hath lately r from, or at leaſt 
on the aocount or by reaſon of ſome 
of its ſuperb and diſdainful neighbours. 
and ſince it is hoped that ſuch infrac- 
tions will never again be repeated; 
wherefore altho what is here deſired 
may. be a ſolid and fatisfacory fe 
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ing, and therewith his ma 
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avoiding the pernicious effects of theſe. 
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ought to incline all thoſe who are or 
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currence of a prince, is highly neceſſary 
ik not tothe being, at leaſt to the well⸗ 
his majeſty's hearty and cheerful coun- 
tenance, and royal favour, is capable 
ol giving great life, vigour and tranqui- 
8 lity, t to an affair of this nature, where- 
he leaſt coldneſs, or diſſatisfaction, 
can hardly fail of having quite contrary 
5 effects, this conſtitution, and theſe 
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